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Just like a BMW R1200, every motorcycle has a unique character. Which is why we design 

insurance that’s anything but off-the-shelf. If you have a bike that helps you escape the ordinary, 

talk to us about customised insurance you won’t find anywhere else.

Star Insure Morotcycle. It’s the insurance your bike would choose.

0800 250 600 starinsure.co.nz

https://www.bmwmc.nz/newsletters/
https://quotes.starinsure.co.nz/p/BMWSTAR
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Our National Rally 
at the Copthorne, 
Masterton

Jason Batchelor

Feb 2025

A Very Warm Welcome to:

Welcome to our New Members
We hope you’ll take part in many of your local and 

national events. Your Area Rep will be pleased to introduce 
you to other members in your area. Our monthly newsletter 
is an open forum for all members. If you fancy a story and/or 
photos published about your ride, the rebuild of your bike, a 
book you might have read or a movie you have seen lately, or 
just want to get something off your chest about how the club is 
going, then please email/phone the Editor no later than the 2nd 
day of the month.

We look forward to your contributions.
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*Some exclusions may apply. Colour options shown and models are subject to availability; options and colours may differ from images. All prices, availability 
and specifications are subject to change without notice by BMW Motorrad New Zealand. The free GS Rallye GORE-TEX Adventure suit valued over $3,500. 
Valid while stocks last.

ULTIMATE  
ADVENTURE PACKAGE
#SPIRITOFGS

Get a FREE BMW GS Rallye GORE-TEX Adventure Suit  
with Your New R 1300 GS or GSA!

R 1300 GS
FROM $35,990 + ORC

R 1300 GSA
FROM $39,990 + ORC

Experience Motorcycles Auckland
625 New North Road
Kingsland
(09) 845-5950
sales@experiencemotorcycles.co.nz
experiencemotorcycles.co.nz

Continental Motorrad Wellington
138 Hutt Road
Kaiwharawhara
(04) 499 9030
saleswlg@cmbmw.co.nz
continentalmotorrad.co.nz

Continental Motorrad Auckland
45-65 Wairau Road, Wairau Valley,  
North Shore
021 406 326
salesakl@cmbmw.co.nz
continentalmotorrad.co.nz

Boyd Motorcycles Hamilton
403 Te Rapa Road
Waikato
(07) 850-4522
motorcyclesales@boyds.co.nz
boydmotorcycles.co.nz

Mount Motorcycles Tauranga
23 Totara Street
Mount Maunganui
(07) 575-4190
sales@mountmotorcycles.co.nz
mountmotorcycles.co.nz

Motoculture New Plymouth
162 Gill Street, New Plymouth 
Central
(021) 431 119
motoculture.co.nz
contact@motoculture.co.nz

CMG Motorcycles Christchurch
122 Saint Asaph Street, 
Sockburn
(03) 353-6383
ride@cmgmotorcycles.co.nz
cmgmotorcycles.co.nz

McIver & Veitch Dunedin
112 Crawford Street
(03) 477-0236
sales@mciverandveitch.co.nz
mciverandveitch.co.nz

Authorised BMW Motorrad Dealers

SDDNZ 25001 R1300GS & R1300GSA Campaign - A4.indd   1SDDNZ 25001 R1300GS & R1300GSA Campaign - A4.indd   1 22/01/25   12:08 PM22/01/25   12:08 PM
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President’s Podium
Chris Souness

March 2025

Hey everyone!

Did you make it to the National Rally and AGM in Masterton earlier 
this month? If you did, I hope you had as much fun as I did! It was an 
awesome way to kick off our Club’s 50th anniversary celebrations, and with 
over 120 people attending, it was always going to be a great few days.

We had members traveling from all over the country to join us. I have to 
say, my ride from Whitby in Porirua over the Rimutaka Hill felt pretty short 
compared to some of the epic journeys others took. It was great to hear 
that many folks used the Rally as an excuse for an extended trip, adding 
days or even weeks to their adventures!

We were lucky with the weather - just a bit of drizzle on Monday while we 
were packing up. The rides the Committee planned really showcased the 
fantastic tar and gravel options in the Wairarapa region, and they didn’t 
let us down. The Mystery ride on Sunday to the Star Insurance-sponsored 
lunch in Ākitio was a definite highlight for me. I wish I’d packed my togs to 
join Grant for a swim in the surf!

I want to give a huge shoutout to the Committee—Peter Tibbs (#2806), 
Murray Petherick (#2690), and Denis Hulston (#3131)—for all their hard 
work organising the Rally. You guys did an amazing job!

We also received great support from our sponsors: BMW Motorrad NZ, Star 
Insure, Moto1, and the Quilter Family, who provided some fantastic items 
for our Sunday night raffles. A big thank you to all of you!

On Sunday night, Neil Barnard (#19) treated us to an awesome speech 
about his experiences as a member back in the 70s. If you missed it, don’t 
worry – Neil at our request, shared a copy of his speech in this month’s 
newsletter.

The AGM took place on Saturday evening, and we had two motions to 
vote on.  Following a Facebook post that Tony Haddon made (thanks, 
Tony) regarding printing the forms, and because we wanted to reach and 
encourage the largest number of members, we (the Board) emailed a link 
so each member could have their say and vote online before the AGM. This 
was in addition to the large number of attendees, making it possibly the 
largest number of votes received. Due to its success, it’s a model we plan 
to offer in the future.  At the AGM, by request, we conducted a blind vote 
also. The counting was overseen by a member (independent of the Board), 

https://www.bmwmc.nz/newsletters/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/532650443922981/
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President’s Podium
Chris Souness

March 2025 cont.

and once any double votes and their financial status had been verified, we 
concluded the vote. 

The first motion was to change our legal name to BMW Motorcycle Club 
New Zealand Incorporated. 

Result: 173 voted (117 For, 56 Against). Motion Carried

The second motion was one we had little choice on; we needed to update 
our Constitution in preparation for re-registering as an incorporated 
society under the Act of 2022. We have until April 2026 to re-register 
but wanted to ensure we are ready and plan to later this year. The new 
constitution is based largely on their template and is, therefore, compliant 
and more generic now. In addition, we are in the process of formulating a 
new set of Club Guidelines for the Board (soon to be Committee) to follow.

Result: 118 votes (115 For, 3 Against). Motion Carried

The formal element aside, everyone I’ve talked to post-event had a 
fantastic time. It was a great way to kick off 2025, our 50th Anniversary 
year!

Looking ahead, our next event is the North Island RAG Rally, happening 
at Taylor Lodge in the National Park from April 4th to 6th. Clifton will once 
again be working his magic for the dinner Saturday night, and don’t forget 
– as always, it’s the weekend the clocks go back an hour, so we get an extra 
hour of sleep on Sunday! It’s always a great weekend, so if you haven’t 
booked it yet, check out the details and registration form in the newsletter 
or our website.

Wishing you all a wonderful month! Make the most of the last of the 
summer and autumn riding!

https://www.bmwmc.nz/newsletters/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/532650443922981/
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021 128 5546

contact@thebmshop.nz




Unit 2, 6 Westgate Drive, Westgate, Auckland 
www.thebmshop.nz




thebikemaintenanceshopU

Specialising in servicing and repair of the BMW motorbike 
brand only. The BMW technicians waste no time when it 
comes to working on your motorbike repair and with no 
long booking delays, we will aim to have you back on the 
road sooner.

ACCIDENT REPAIRS
Being officially recognised The Bike 
Maintenance Shop can repair your BMW 
motorbike on behalf of all major insurance 
companies and their partners.

or scan and book from our website

09 818 5448
CALL FOR SERVICE 

BMW 
MOTORBIKES 
SERVICING & 
REPAIR

TYRE FITTING
We can take care of all of your tire and tire 
fitting requirements.

Unit 2, 6 Westgate Drive, Westgate, 
Auckland

Book now! We're open at our new location.

FREEPHONE 0800 272 23 42
564 Ferry Road, Woolston, www.arcadiamotel.co.nz

Geoff Lester 027 285 1293

https://www.bmwmc.nz/newsletters/
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Waikato rides in February

The Waikato Area Group has had a very busy month. Thanks to Sue 
Duncan for this summary: (PQ)

After Sue volunteered to help by initiating a Ride Planner and getting 
members to offer rides on dates that suit them and places they want to ride, 
we now have a nice full program till May. 

On Saturday, January 18th, Chris T organised a ride to Kaiaua with 7 bikes 
and 9 riders, a good size group for us. Not too far in, we had a couple of 
stops for a potential puncture, which turned out to most likely be a sensor 
issue.

Over Waitangi weekend, we had a crew of 12 on 9 bikes attend the Rally in 
Masterton. With brilliant weather, we all enjoyed a mix of gravel and road 
rides. 

At the Sunday dinner, 2 members managed to win raffles, Chris T won some 
gloves courtesy of the Quilters, and lucky Matthew B won use of a GS 1300 
for a weekend! He was rather stoked about that. 

Returning home, one couple headed back on Sunday, and on Monday, the 
3rd, they went via Napier. The remaining seven rode back together after 
taking the Iron Gate route, having a nice group lunch in Mangaweka. En 
route, they found the Totara Park Pongahina camp/accommodation, which 
would be an interesting option for a weekend away ride. 

On February 19th, we tried a new restaurant for our monthly dinner 
meeting. Ten attended, which was a great turnout. 

Waikato Wonders
Sue Duncan

https://www.bmwmc.nz/newsletters/
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The 22nd saw another ride out on 
the Coromandel Loop organised by 
Graeme D, but as only 2 made it 
they only went to Coromandel town 
for lunch and back. 

We have another two rides coming 
up in March, an election for Area 
Rep as we have more than one 
interested party, and a small group 
heading to Tasmania. 

The Quilters have been away 
for most of the month, with a 
week taken for the Annual Rally 
in Masterton, then a single day 
back home before another trip up 
to Northland riding with a varied 
assortment of bikes in a group that 
first met whilst riding in Thailand.

That was followed by another 
couple of days at home before 
another ride with fellow BMW Club 
member David T from Wellington, 
whose turn it was to choose a route, 
which ended up being Northland 
again. His trip was cut short by a 
puncture in the middle of one of 
the best bits of road up there – the 
Mangamukas.

Seen a low-res image 
and have the original? 
Please email it to 
editor@bmwmc.nz and 
I’ll update it. Thanks

Sue #3456

https://www.bmwmc.nz/newsletters/
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East Coast Exclusive
Alan Robinson

Time has flown by and I am still getting to grips with the changes. 
Hopefully things will become more streamlined as I become 

familiar with my new role.

I also sold my F800GT recently and am now looking to buy another 
bike. Ann and I are currently considering a F900XR and we will have a 
look at one in Auckland. Apart from not having a BMW to ride, I have 
also run out of weekends this month where I could take part in a ride. I 
hope this is not going to be a trend.

Alan #4049

From the left: Rosemary Young, Ann Galloway, Stella Wilde, Walter Wilde,  
Danny Young, Leonie Forster, Les Ennor, John Forster, Alan Robinson, John Wuts, 
Pam Wuts and Robyn Welch.

https://www.bmwmc.nz/newsletters/
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BMWMC

Remember to write a
 note 

about my travels  and 

email it
 to

editor@bmwmc.nz

Must check the expiry date 

on my membership card with 

BMWMC

Expiry date lo
oms and don’t

membership@bmwmc.nz

North Island RAG 2025 
4th-6th April 2025

Register Now www.bmwmc.nz

Registration now open

mailto:editor%40bmwmc.nz?subject=
mailto:editor%40bmwmc.nz?subject=
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Taranaki Tales
Wayne Higgins

Well, the weather has certainly been perfect for riding, and last month’s ride 
did not disappoint.

We had an early start, with an 8.30 am kick-off, and we headed straight to 
Marakopa for a break.

Afterwards, we made our way to the Toi Toi Café for a late morning tea stop. This 
café is located in the middle of nowhere, between Marakopa and Waitomo. It is 
run by a couple of ladies with exceptional 
baking skills, and every motorbike rider who 
stops receives a chocolate fish.

We collectively decided to stop at the 
‘Natural Bridge’, as half of the riders had 
not been there before. It is well worth the 
visit, with natural beauty that makes it one 
of my favourite stops.

From there, we went through Waitomo and 
briefly joined the main road before turning 
off just before Te Kuiti, where we took the 
back roads to Pio Pio.

Another incredible stop was at a man-made 
lake, which appeared to be an old quarry. 
It provides a magical swimming hole. A few 
of us cooled off by splashing water over our 
heads, but no one went for a swim. Natural Bridge 

Toi Toi Cafe

https://www.bmwmc.nz/newsletters/
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Wayne #4097

Our final stop was a late lunch at the 
Awakino Pub, always a great place to 
refuel the body.

I always find this ride enjoyable, as 
there are plenty of twists and turns, 
with hardly a straight road in sight.

On another note, we had a fantastic 
time at the BMWMC AGM with three 
other Taranaki couples. There were 
some great rides organised, along 
with a wine tour. I joined the ride to 
Castle Point, which was well worth 
the trip as I had never been before. 
Another bucket list item ticked off! 
Vicky joined the wine tour and had 
a fabulous day, bringing a couple of 
treats home.

Thanks to all the organisers for their 
hard work.

Castle PointNatural Bridge

Luna Winery

https://www.bmwmc.nz/newsletters/
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*Some exclusions may apply. Colour options shown and models are subject to availability; options and colours may differ from images. All prices, availability 
and specifications are subject to change without notice by BMW Motorrad New Zealand. The free GS Carbon Evo Adventure helmet is valued up to $1,900. 
Valid while stocks last.

GEAR UP  
FOR ADVENTURE
#SPIRITOFGS

Get a FREE BMW GS Evo Carbon Adventure Helmet  
with Your New F-Series GS!

F 900 GSA
FROM $27,990 + ORC

F 900 GS
FROM $25,490 + ORC

F 800 GS
FROM $21,990 + ORC

Experience Motorcycles Auckland
625 New North Road
Kingsland
(09) 845-5950
sales@experiencemotorcycles.co.nz
experiencemotorcycles.co.nz

Continental Motorrad Wellington
138 Hutt Road
Kaiwharawhara
(04) 499 9030
saleswlg@cmbmw.co.nz
continentalmotorrad.co.nz

Continental Motorrad Auckland
45-65 Wairau Road, Wairau Valley,  
North Shore
021 406 326
salesakl@cmbmw.co.nz
continentalmotorrad.co.nz

Boyd Motorcycles Hamilton
403 Te Rapa Road
Waikato
(07) 850-4522
motorcyclesales@boyds.co.nz
boydmotorcycles.co.nz

Mount Motorcycles Tauranga
23 Totara Street
Mount Maunganui
(07) 575-4190
sales@mountmotorcycles.co.nz
mountmotorcycles.co.nz

Motoculture New Plymouth
162 Gill Street, New Plymouth 
Central
(021) 431 119
motoculture.co.nz
contact@motoculture.co.nz

CMG Motorcycles Christchurch
122 Saint Asaph Street, 
Sockburn
(03) 353-6383
ride@cmgmotorcycles.co.nz
cmgmotorcycles.co.nz

McIver & Veitch Dunedin
112 Crawford Street
(03) 477-0236
sales@mciverandveitch.co.nz
mciverandveitch.co.nz

Authorised BMW Motorrad Dealers

SDDNZ 25002 F-Series Campaign - A4.indd   1SDDNZ 25002 F-Series Campaign - A4.indd   1 22/01/25   12:09 PM22/01/25   12:09 PM
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Rangitikei Roundup
Murray Petherick

The last few weeks have been fairly 
quiet in the Rangitikei. We had a 

small representation, number-wise, at the 
annual Rally in Masterton but a few of the 
group took the opportunity, under the 
guidance of Peter Truter, to do a Sunday 
ride around some of the ‘local’ west coast 
beaches and a couple of other places of 
interest. Peter’s report follows.

“On Sunday, 10th February, Robin, Joy, 
Peer, Liz, John, Don, Ann and I (Peter) 
embarked on our monthly club ride, which 
involved visiting some of the beaches 
up the east coast of the North Island 
between Levin and Bulls.  The beaches we 
visited were at Hokio, Waitarere, Foxton 
Beach, Himatangi, Tangimoana and Scotts 
Ferry.  The route included roads a little 
less travelled, and pleasingly for most, 
some that had not been travelled before.  
This made for an enjoyable and relaxing 
ride, with many stops along the way.  It 
was only fitting that a visit to the beach 
on a hot summer’s day be accompanied 
by a stop for ice-cream, which was duly 
enjoyed at Foxton Beach.  Lunch, eaten 
in the outside courtyard under the shade 
of a large tree at La Bull Café and Bar in 
Bulls, appeared to have been enjoyed by 
all.

After lunch, a loop ride via Scotts Ferry, 
Santoft, and Lake Alice (to see what was 
left of this notorious site - the answer 
is nothing other than a water tower) 
saw us returning to Bulls to complete 
the organised component of the day.  
Farewells were said before heading for 
home with smiles on our faces following 
a great day made all the better by 
the wonderful company of all and the 
motorcycles we love to ride.”

Our February brunch gathering saw a 
small group of nine, including only two 
ladies, meet at the Woolshed Café in 
Sanson for coffee, a snack and a chat. It 
was good to catch up with Neil R following 
his recent absence from club activities, 
and we hope he will be able to join in with 
more of our coming gatherings. 

Planning for our scheduled March 
ride was complicated by the fact that 
several of the ‘regulars’, including yours 
truly, were out of the area in various 
places, including Omori, Christchurch 
and Melbourne. Neville Parker agreed to 
pick up the mantle of ride organiser and 
leader, but unfortunately, only a couple 
of riders turned up, so it turned out to be 
a quiet day for them. However, they did 
enjoy their ride, and I thank Neville for 
standing in for me on the day.

The usual band of 5 or 6 ‘Rangitikei-ites’ 
will be attending the NI RAG so we’re 
looking forward to catching up with 
other like-minded citizens for 
that occasion. Murray #2690

KAIKOURA’S SUPERB WATERFRONT LOCATION

208 Esplanade, Kaikoura  | Ph: (03) 319 5426 | Email: info@anchorinn.co.nz
www.anchorinn.co.nz

WELL APPOINTED FAMILY APARTMENTS - One Bedroom
Garden View (Sleeps 4);  Two Bedroom Ocean View (Sleeps 4)
STUDIOS (Sleeps up to 2)
Executive Ocean View with Spa; Superb Ocean View; Standard Garden View

Reservations Freephone 0800 72 00 33

ANCHOR INN MOTEL
K A I K O U R A

The Anchor Inn Motel is owned and run BMW Club member 
Paul Meilkle #3311

February - (Sorry, no pics)

https://www.bmwmc.nz/newsletters/


Wellington Wanderings
Denis Hulston

Club Social Meet & Eat - 3rd February

Club Rides -  
Sunday 16th - Sealed Ride back roads circuit to Kimbolton 

50th Anniversary National Rally 7th – 9th February

We planned a Manawatu ride as we’d 
spent lots of January and Rally 

weekend time riding the Wairarapa.  Our 
ride took us via back roads to Kimbolton.  
Seven Wellington riders (Denis, Ian H, 
Mike M, Michael McK, Philip Y, Chester C, 
and Peter N) met for a 9am departure for 
the coast road along Pukerua Bay and on 
to Shannon, where we met with Stephen 
O. for a Wild Horseman coffee stop.  

Michael left us to return to Wellington, 
and the rest of us rode on to Ohingaiti 
via back roads from Shannon to emerge 
on SH3 and on to Feilding and Vinegar 
Hill.  This gave us a short SH1 ride before 
descending to the Otara Suspension 
Bridge over the Rangitikei River.  This 
is a place with spectacular cliff faces 

and views over the river.  We rode the 
twisties through the Mangamako Valley to 
Pemberton Corner before turning south 
for some more great twisties with views 
toward the Ruahine range on our left 
and the Ruapehu mountain hidden in the 
cloud behind us.  At Kimbolton we took 
a break at Hansens Café before we split 
for return routes.  Peter returned home 
via Feilding, Ian and Stephen via Ashhurst 
and Shannon.  Philip, Chester, Michael, 
and Denis rode the Pahiatua Track to 
the Wairarapa and back home over the 
Remutaka.  This was a 480km trip for 
us – a very satisfying day’s riding and a 
reminder of how stunning our landscape 
can be with so much great riding.

There was a good turnout of Wellington members for the Rally (twenty-three), given 
this is our back yard and familiar riding territory.  It was great to share some of 

our Wairarapa riding spots with another hundred riders from all over New Zealand.

Shannon line up

16BMW Motorcycle Club NZ - Newsletter March 2025

Fifteen members turned out to our first Monday of the month meeting and meal at 
the PWMC (Petone’s Working Man Club), an early start to our February programme.

https://www.bmwmc.nz/newsletters/


Pemberton Corner

Ruahines from Rangiwahia Rd lookout

Riders on Rangiwahia Road north of Kimbolton

17BMW Motorcycle Club NZ - Newsletter March 2025
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Sunday 23rd - Sealed ride Pahiatua Track and Saddle Road 

This ride takes in two saddles and back 
roads, two coffee stops and a variety 

of ways to get home without riding main 
highways.  We had ten riders all up – 
Denis H, Glenn C, Dave O, Ian M, Peter N, 
Michael Mck, Michael Maenu’u, Chester 
C, Louis van der Merwe, Scott J, whom we 
met at Paraparumu.

We stopped for coffee and snacks at The 
Horseman, Shannon, before continuing 
our ride over the Pahiatua Track, left into 
Balance Valley Road, and then over the 
Saddle Road to Ashhurst for lunch. 

No hold-ups and good riding conditions, 

so with plenty of the day left, some 
returned home via the most direct 
route, Ian returned via the Wairarapa, 
others rode via Valley Road to Colyton, 
Feilding, and ably led by Dave O to 
bypass Longburn and Opiki road works to 
Shannon for fuel and the ride back onto 
Transmission Gully. 

It was great to catch up with Glenn, who 
has been a member for some time but 
joined us for his first (of many we hope) 
club ride. Also good to see Louis back in 
the saddle. This was a 380km ride.

Dave, Peter, Louis, Glenn, Chester, Scott, Mike, Michael, Ian at Shannon 

Michael Glenn

Denis #3184 
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03-366-3000
PHONE

21A Sheffield Crescent, Burnside, ChristchurchFIND US AT

workshop@nzbike.co.nz
EMAIL US

info@nzbike.co.nz

Expert Care forExpert Care forExpert Care for
Your BMW RideYour BMW RideYour BMW Ride

Your One-Stop BMW Motorcycle Hub

Exclusive HEX Innovate
Distributor

At NZBike, excellence in motorcycle
service isn't just a promise; it's our
passion. 
Entrust your BMW to our certified
Motorcycle Engineering expert and
experience unparalleled care.

TOURING AROUND NZ? WE ARE CONVENIENTLY LOCATED JUST OFF SH1

Our Christchurch workshop is a beacon
for BMW enthusiasts. Our BMW-trained
technician ensures your motorcycle
receives the best care, from routine
maintenance to advanced repairs.

Professional Workshop Services

Dive into our extensive selection of
motorcycle accessories and parts at
NZBike.co.nz. Renowned for having the best
tyre range in South Island, we ensure a
smooth experience, delivering your needs
swiftly across New Zealand.

Premium Online Shopping Experience

As NZ's sole distributor of HEX
Innovate, we offer the sophisticated
HEXGS911 and ezCAN, specifically
designed for BMW motorcycles.
Elevate your ride with these top-
notch accessories.

FOLLOW US

instagram.com/nzbikeshop/
facebook.com/nzbike.co.nz
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A Short history
Neil ‘Barny’ Barnard #19

The very first organised gathering of 
the BMW motorcycle enthusiasts 

was a run to Orere Point on 10th 
August 1975.   This was organised 
by Martin Bootten with the desire to 
determine the amount of interest there 
might be in starting a BMW group.   
The run attracted a total of 7 BMWs.   
Rather than ride my Vincent, I attended 
in my Morgan +4 sports car, in company 
with John Samson and family in their 
Alfa Romeo.

Spurred on by the success of this 
venture, the first official club meeting 
was held on Thursday, 9th October. At 
this stage, I believe Ross Jensen Motors 
was the only recognised BMW agent in 
NZ. They were really only interested in 
the car side of the business but were 
happy to provide a meeting venue.

The general consensus was for 
the Register to provide not only 
companionship of like-minded people 
but also be able to supply advice and 
assistance on bike maintenance. Most 
of us were quite familiar with the “tricks 
of the trade” as far as general care and 
attention of our more temperamental 
British or Italian machines.   The 
German ones were rather different, 
and there was virtually no local supply 
of spares or experienced workshop 
knowledge.

It is interesting now to look back on 
the sentiments of the time.

Initially, there was a very real fear that 
any motorcycle club exclusive to just 
one brand might easily end up merely 
another modern motorcycle touring 
club, attractive to a range of makes.

The NZ Classic Motorcycle Racing 
Register was also being formed around 
the same time, and quite a few of us 
were founder members of both groups.

Being a “Register” rather than just a 
“Club” was intended to draw the focus 
back to the bikes themselves.   This was 
certainly more relevant for the racing 
bikes for their important documented 
history, but the emphasis for BMW was 
reinforced by the early decision to have 
“Full” and “Associate” memberships.   
Only a Full member would have voting 
rights, and to be a Full member relied 
on being an actual BMW motorcycle 
owner.   Associate members with other 
bikes (like me with my Vincent, for 
instance) would not be able to vote.   
This was to ensure that the Register 
control would always remain within the 
BMW motorcycle ownership group.

Within a short period, I reluctantly sold 
my beloved Vincent in order to finance 
my first BMW.   Yes, for those of you 
who read December’s BMW Motorcycle 
Club Newsletter, the Vincent featured 
in that article is the very same bike that 
I owned back then and was fortunate 
enough to be able to get back many 
years later. But that’s another story!

Very few new BMW bikes were 
being imported by agents like John 
Hempleman and Ross Jensen, and 
the majority of BMW bikes in NZ were 
brought in privately, usually by owners 
emigrating from overseas.

https://www.bmwmc.nz/newsletters/
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My first Beemer, a 1972 
R75/5 had been ridden 
overland from the UK 
by Jenny Hammond 
in convoy with her 
husband Mark on 
another R75/5.   Having 
already been ridden 
from Scotland, through 
England and Wales,   
then onto the Continent 
to Holland, West and 
East Germany, Denmark, 
Austria, Yugoslavia, 
Greece, Crete, Italy, 

France, Turkey, Persia, 
Afghanistan, Pakistan, 
India, and finally 
across Australia to New 
Zealand. A well-proven 
machine indeed.

Now suitably qualified 
with a Bavarian steed, 
I looked forward to 
the first NZ BMW 
Owners’ Register Annual 
Rally.  The Hawkes Bay 
Vintage Car Club had its 
clubrooms at Woburn, 

an original old farmstead 
in Hatuma Road, just 
outside Waipukurau.   
I had stayed there 
previously when on a 
Morgan Sports Car Club 
Rally.

Peter Russell, the 
farm owner, lived in a 
relatively new house 
closer to the road.   He 
was a real classic vintage 
car enthusiast, and his 
collection included a 

https://www.bmwmc.nz/newsletters/
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“chain gang” Frazer Nash, 
a genuine “low chassis” 
100mph Invicta, and a 
vintage Aston Martin 
drop head coupe, just 
to name a few.   All the 
most interesting and 
desirable cars, and they 
all got used and driven 
with a fair degree of 
enthusiasm.

Although rather old, 
Woburn homestead had 
a very real charm. The 
drive in was through a 
grove of 100 year old oak 
trees, and the approach 
was like riding down 
a resplendent green 
tunnel.

To quote directly from 
the very competent 
Secretary of the time, 
Jean Hayes:-

“The building was 
unpretentious, yet proud; 
bare and appealing.   The 
weather-worn Kauri 
timbers, enhanced by age, 

led to a bay window, and 
upwards to the peaked 
attics.   The window 
looked out to an age 
old setting of twisted 
fruit trees, cloistered 
in a soft lacework of 
moss.   The last of the 
spring daffodils peeped 
out from the profusion of 
tall grasses, and forget-
me-nots abounded in 
confusion.   For city folk, it 
was a haven of peace and 
tranquillity.”

Well, at least it was until 
we arrived!

Kentucky Fried Chicken 
was very much new to NZ 
at this stage, and there 
was an outlet in nearby 
Hastings.   Ivan Small 
gathered up a convoy of 
conscripts with adequate 
carrying capacity on their 
bikes and we headed 
off in search of the 
KFC for a group dinner 
pick up.   Somehow, we 
encountered the rather 

inviting Takapau Pub 
on the way there, and 
a few ales triggered an 
appetite.

At that time, the lineup 
of 20 BMWs was the 
largest collection of BMW 
motorcycles ever seen in 
NZ.   Not bad for a first 
attempt!

Over the next 50 
years, things changed 
in so many ways. Not 
only the bikes, but we, 
the riders, have also 
evolved. The advent of 
computerisation and 
sophisticated electronic 
controls has massively 
complicated the 
machines in many ways. 
Back in the early 70s, we 
all carried a reasonably 
comprehensive tool 
kit on our bikes. We 
could remove wheels, 
fix punctures by fitting 
new inner tubes, change 
spark plugs, tune 
carburettors, etc, all at 
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the side of the road.

We relied heavily on 
multiple inputs from 
many sensors which 
needed to be evaluated 
and acted upon, often 
promptly, by the on-
board computer which 
was situated inside the 
riders’ crash helmet!

The modern rider 
doesn’t even consider 
these options. The tool 

kit of choice is now a cell phone. Who 
now does their own bike maintenance 
and repair?   Not many, I suspect.

Personally, I really enjoy the freedom 
that motorcycling provides. As such, 
I generally avoid group rides and 
prefer to either ride alone or with only 
a couple of other riders. However, 
these Annual Rallies provide a great 
opportunity to have a good ride to 

and from, supplemented by a dose of 
socialisation in between. The best of 
both worlds!

I’ve enjoyed the friendship of many 
motorcyclists over more than 60 
years. Vintage rallies, classic racing, 
especially on the street circuits, and 
touring on a range of machines.   A 
solo ride coast to coast across the USA 
remains an enjoyable memory.

I would like to take this opportunity 
to sincerely thank all those involved 
in making this 50th Anniversary Rally 
such an enjoyable success and our 
very hard-working Executives who 
continue to keep our Club operating 
efficiently.

      Thank you all!	

	 Neil “Barny” Barnard 
	 NZ BMWOR #19.

Neil ‘Barny’ Barnard with niece Alana Barnard

COLD KIWI RALLY - SEPTEMBER 1995

https://www.bmwmc.nz/newsletters/
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Top of the South Beemers/Te Tauihu 
Peter Wood

As a lot of our members were attending the 50th 
AGM & Rally at Masterton on this weekend. I 

volunteered to organise our monthly ride with the 
Top of the South/Te Tauihu group left behind.

Eight bikes (one pillion) turned up at Jacks Tyres, 
our meet and departure place.  We decided to ride 
via the Moutere highway to Motueka, then up to The 
Wool Shed Café at the top of the Takaka Hill for a 
coffee stop.  As usual it was good service, coffee and 
food, with a variety of animals nearby to entertain 
us.

When it came time to ride on down to the Mussell Inn, 
most of our group decided that was far enough and turned 
back.  John and first-time visitor Andrew, on a BMW F650, 
Peter F and Peter W carried on down to Takaka.  Peter F 
turned back at Takaka for a fast ride home - leaving only 
three of us for a lovely lunch at the Mussel Inn. 

A pleasant day out and the Takaka Hill road was in 
excellent condition.

Mussell Inn in Golden Bay for lunch – 9th of February

On the ride - Andy and Victoria, Peter Wood, Murray and.
Visitors - Peter F, Trevor, Dean, John, Andrew

Peter #3460

https://www.bmwmc.nz/newsletters/
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Call: 0800 250 600 Visit: starinsure.co.nz

Nothing comes close to the journey. All that matters is being connected to 

the road or trail, and the bike. Some people don’t get it. We do. Two, three or 

four wheels… whatever your bike, with Star Motorcycle, we’ll help you protect 

your means of escape.

We design insurance for those who live for the ride. 

https://www.bmwmc.nz/newsletters/
https://quotes.starinsure.co.nz/p/BMWSTAR
https://quotes.starinsure.co.nz/p/BMWSTAR
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BMW Motorrad 
Corporate Communications 

BMW Motorrad presents the strongest sales result in 
company history. 
210.408 bikes from BMW were sold worldwide in 2024. 

Munich. After selling 210.408 bikes in 2024, BMW Motorrad was able 
to achieve the strongest sales result in company history. Germany stays 
the largest market and carries a significant share on the sales record of 
BMW Motorrad, with the regions Europe, USA, Asia and Latin America.  
Strongest arguments for the successful performance in 2024 were 
the convincing product portfolio with successful and for each 
segment formative offerings, as well as the market introduction of 
sought-after new models, like the mighty BMW M 1000 XR and 
S 1000 XR, the new GS models from the middle class 
BMW F 800 GS, F 900 GS and F 900 GS Adventure, the casual 
Heritage models BMW R 12 and R 12 NineT and leading the way, the 

Company 
Bayerische 
Motoren Werke 
Aktiengesellschaft 
 
Postal address 
BMW AG 
80788 Munich 
 
Telephone 
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Munich. After selling 210.408 bikes in 2024, BMW Motorrad was able
to achieve the strongest sales result in company history. Germany stays
the largest market and carries a significant share on the sales record of
BMW Motorrad, with the regions Europe, USA, Asia and Latin America.
Strongest arguments for the successful performance in 2024 were the
convincing product portfolio with successful and for each segment
formative offerings, as well as the market introduction of sought-after
new models, like the mighty BMW M 1000 XR and S 1000 XR, the new
GS models from the middle class BMW F 800 GS, F 900 GS and F 900
GS Adventure, the casual Heritage models BMW R 12 and R 12 NineT 
and leading the way, the adventure touring icons BMW R 1300 GS and
GS Adventure with the legendary BMW Boxer Engine.

BMW Motorrad presents the strongest sales result in 
company history.
210,408 bikes from BMW were sold worldwide in 2024.
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Markus Flasch, head of BMW Motorrad: “I would like to extend my
heartfelt thanks to our customers and community around the world for the
tremendous trust they have placed in us once again in 2024.
With the strongest sales result in company history, BMW Motorrad
remarkably claims the 1st Place in the global Premium Motorcycle segment.
Our market leadership in numerous segments and markets in based on
our claim to innovation leadership, our highly attractive product offering as
well as the consistent strategic focus on brand strength. Based on these
success drivers, BMW Motorrad is well-positioned for the future and so I
approach the year 2025 with a very positive outlook.”

BMW R 1300 GS and R 1250 GS Adventure at the top, with the
successfully introduced BMW R 1300 GS Adventure.
The boxer models BMW R 1300 GS and R 1250 GS Adventure performed

remarkably well with the successfully introduced BMW R 1300 GS 

Adventure. Over 68,000 customers worldwide decided on these three GS

icons, as well as the BMW R 1250 GS.

Top-performance in the middle-class as well as the segment up to
500 ccm from BMW Motorrad.
With a total of 40,890 units sold, the renewed F-series with the models
BMW F 800 GS, F 900 GS, F 900 GS Adventure, F 900 R and the F 900 XR
contributed a significant deal to the record performance of BMW Motorrad.
Other success drivers were the versatile all-rounders of BMW Motorrad in
the sub-500cc displacement segment. Up until the end of the year, 22,339
units of the models BMW G 310 GS, G 310 R and G 310 RR were sold.

Optimistic outlook for 2025.
Stephan Reiff, head of sales and brand: “Our sales record in 2024 is a
definitive receipt for the strong global radiance of BMW Motorrad and
our attractive product portfolio. We at BMW Motorrad will spare no effort to
expand our top position in the global motorcycle premium segment, with 
numerous new and innovative models and products for our customers in 
2025. Again, this year, our customers and fans can look forward to 
numerous world premieres, highlights, events and sentiment-focused
offers, all about motorcycles.”

https://www.bmwmc.nz/newsletters/
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Friday night

Copthorne Hotel – one hundred and 
twenty-plus bikers – all registered – 
honorary citizens of Masterton for the 
weekend. Here’s to a good time.

For every annual rally, getting there and 
back home is a significant pre-amble and 
exit to the rally itself.  Whether riders 
come from Northland, Otago or anywhere 
in between, the pre and post-ride might 
be another four- or five-day solo riding or 
less-ridden routes with riding mates.  It’s an 
integral part of the Rally.

Friday night – checking in, checking out 
who’s about and checking the what’s the 
programme?  The Copthorne Hotel served 
us well for space to display bikes, mix and 
mingle.

There were some glitches. The hotel had 
under catered for Friday nights tapas 🙄 – 
hungry riders ready for food, resolved with 
extra food, but not without anxiety. And 
the accommodation that was arranged to 
have all the riders grouped together didn’t 
happen. However…

Saturday

Tempted to explore Wairarapa vineyards, 
wine tasting, lunch at the White Swan in 
Greytown, or check out Mount Bruce Bird 
Sanctuary for Takahe?  Three mini buses 
made it possible.

There was a choice of two sealed road 
routes, both to significant landmark sites – 

BMWMC 50th   
Anniversary 
Rally 2025

Copthorne Hotel, 
Masterton

https://www.bmwmc.nz/newsletters/


29BMW Motorcycle Club NZ - Newsletter March 2025

Cape Palliser or Castlepoint and Riversdale.

Gravel riders had the opportunity to ride through 
Cape Palliser station, not normally accessible 
following a route gravel route to Alfredton, Tinui 
and Castlepoint. This provided some spectacular 
views along the coast, and unexpected sand traps 
blown in by recent southerlies.  

At the AGM all Board members were re-elected, 
aside Barry Petherick who stood down this year. 
Our thanks to Barry for his work on membership, 
and to Dave Oldershaw who has taken on the task.

Sunday

Akitio was the destination for all riders for a great 
Star Insurance sponsored lunch, catered for by 
Akitio Boating Club volunteers. 

Akitio is a remote part of the Wairarapa coast 
so the rides to lunch weren’t short, but they 
were memorable.  Some unexpected road works 
just short of Akitio provided brief challenges for 
bitumen riders.  A corner man mix-up made for 
some additional gravel ride challenges. 

Many thanks to generous sponsors for their 
rally support – BMW Continental Motorrad, Star 
Insurance, Paul & Joy Quilter PQ Imports, Kiwirider, 
Moto1.

Thanks all to everyone involved and attending, for 
making this rally a great 50th celebration!

Peter,    Denis  & Murray

https://www.bmwmc.nz/newsletters/
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1975 - The First two Pages of BMWOR 
More to come - please email any old stories, pics or vids

* the pictures are three of the names listed and they help to mask addresses.

 Neil Barnard

Martin Bootten

Meryl DeBeurs

https://www.bmwmc.nz/newsletters/
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1975
Robert Muldoon Becomes 
Prime Minister – 

The National Party, led by 
Robert Muldoon, won the 
general election in November, 
defeating the Labour government 
of Norman Kirk (who had 
passed away in 1974). Muldoon 
introduced his well-known 
economic policies, including the 
controversial “Think Big” projects.

The Hikoi (Māori Land March) – 

Led by Dame Whina Cooper, this 
was one of the most significant 
Māori protests in New Zealand 
history. The march began on 
September 14, 1975, at Te Hapua 
in the Far North and ended 
on October 13 at Parliament 
in Wellington. Around 5,000 
people joined by the time it 
reached its destination. The 
march demanded an end to the 
ongoing confiscation and sale of 
Māori land. The slogan was “Not 
one more acre”, and it helped 
lay the foundation for later land 
rights movements, including the 
establishment of the Waitangi 
Tribunal.

Introduction of ACC (Accident 
Compensation Corporation) –

Before 1974, injured workers 
had to sue their employers for 
compensation, which was often 
slow and ineffective. Under 
Labour’s Woodhouse Report, 
the ACC system was created to 
provide no-fault compensation 

to all New Zealanders injured 
in accidents. This meant that 
if someone was hurt at work, 
on the road, or even at home, 
they could receive medical care 
and financial support without 
having to go through the courts. 
1975 was its first full year of 
operation. It remains one of NZ’s 
most unique and widely debated 
systems today.

First McDonald’s in New 
Zealand Opens – 

The first McDonald’s restaurant 
in New Zealand opened in 
Porirua, a suburb of Wellington. 
On opening day, around 100 staff 
served more than 100,000 people 
in the first month! It was a huge 
cultural shift for Kiwi dining, 
bringing American fast food to 
NZ. Today, there are more than 
160 McDonald’s restaurants 
across the country.

Colour TV Arrives – 

In 1975, colour television was 
introduced in New Zealand, just 
in time for the 1976 Montreal 
Olympics. Before this, all TV was 
black and white. It was a massive 
change, though not everyone 
could afford a colour TV at first. 
The first full-colour broadcast 
was the Commonwealth Games 
in Christchurch in 1974, but it 
wasn’t until 1975 that colour 
became widespread.

Launch of Air New Zealand’s 
DC-10 Service – 

And to refresh your 
memory... --
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1976
Air New Zealand introduced long-
haul flights using the DC-10, 
expanding international travel 
options.

New Zealand won two gold 
medals at the 1976 Montreal 
Olympics—both in rowing:

1. Men’s Double Sculls – Won by 
Tony Hurt and Wybo Veldman

2. Men’s Eight – A team led by 
Dave Rodger and Tony Hurt

This was a big moment for NZ 
sport, as rowing became one of 
the country’s strongest Olympic 
events.

 First Women Allowed in Public 
Bars

Before 1976, many pubs had 
“men-only” bars, and women 
were required to drink in 
separate lounge bars or were 
not allowed at all. In 1976, 
laws changed, making it legal 
for women to drink in public 
bars alongside men. It was 
a significant step for gender 
equality in New Zealand.

 Auckland’s Mercury Theatre 
Opens

The Mercury Theatre in 
Auckland opened its doors as a 
professional theatre company 
in 1976. It became an important 
cultural venue, producing many 
iconic NZ stage productions. 
The theatre has since closed but 
remains an important part of 

Auckland’s history.

 First Compulsory 
Superannuation Scheme 
Introduced

In 1975, the Labour government 
introduced a compulsory national 
superannuation savings scheme, 
which required all employees to 
contribute 4% of their earnings 
to a personal retirement fund. 
However, when Muldoon and 
National won the 1975 election, 
they scrapped the scheme in 
1977 and replaced it with the 
universal pension (National 
Superannuation). This decision 
still has long-term effects today, 
as it meant New Zealanders 
never developed a strong private 
savings culture like Australia, 
which kept its version of the 
scheme.

 Norman Kirk Memorial Pool 
Opens (1976) – 

Built in honour of the former 
Prime Minister, this swimming 
pool was part of a push to 
improve water safety.

New Zealand’s Population 
Reaches 3 Million (1976) – 

A milestone moment as NZ 
continued to grow.

--
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This years National Rally & AGM 2025
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This years National Rally & AGM 2025

https://www.bmwmc.nz/newsletters/


38BMW Motorcycle Club NZ - Newsletter March 2025

This years National Rally & AGM 2025
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This years National Rally & AGM 2025
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As part of celebrating our 50th year.
 

Please, email (editor@bmwmc.nz) any photos old 
and new, (words a bonus but not essential) of 

any memory, event, ride, activity - any of which, 
helped make our Club’s history.

There is a link in the covering email to upload 
any files. Any problems or if you require the link 

again, please email editor@bmwmc.nz
Thank you

BMW Motorcycle Club of Aotearoa New Zealand - Risk Management Plan
The BMW Motorcycle Club of Aotearoa New Zealand is 
an organisation whose members join together for rides 
to nominated venues and for other social occasions.  The 
organiser nominates the destination and regrouping 
stages along the way, but otherwise has no influence 
upon the way that riders behave on the road.  There 
is no element of organised competition in the rides.  

Riding Code: 

1. All Club members on Club rides shall do so as individuals 
responsible for their own safety and shall take into account the 
safety of others they encounter on the ride.

2. Club members are responsible for ensuring that their motorcycles 
are in a safe and legal condition, the minimum being to Warrant of 
Fitness standards.

3. Riders, Pillions and sidecar passengers where required, shall 
have as a minimum standard New Zealand Approved Motorcycle 
Helmets, and stout footwear, gloves and clothing that will be capable 
of protecting their body in the event of a mishap.

4. Club Members are to go to the aid of any others suffering a 
mishap.

5. Rider organisers shall nominate the destination for the ride as 
well as any regrouping locations or other stops. The organiser is not 
responsible for the other riders’ behaviour or safety.

6. Riders shall ride at a speed and in a way that is comfortable for 
them. Do not ride outside your personal comfort envelope.

7. If a rider is unfamiliar with the route, they shall arrange to 
follow another rider who does know the way and who travels at a 
comfortable pace.

8. Riders who decide to travel as a group shall adopt 
a staggered riding formation such that there is an accepted following 
distance to the rider immediately in front. A reasonable following 
distance is indicated by a time of two seconds between riders for 
dry conditions and longer for inclement conditions and on loose 
surfaces.

9. The Ride Organiser and or the Club are not responsible for the 
participants’ safety, and all participants participate at their own risk. 
All participants are aware that they are travelling on open public 
roads and are responsible for their own safety and compliance with 
the Road Rules and Laws.
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Coming Events - Details on our Website
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From my  K1100LT and fitted my  R80 mono

L&R Touring cases in great condition, with inner bags in need of attention

L&R City cases in good  condition, with 3 spare inner parcel trays, no locks

1 Instrument Support bracket - New (BMW part no. 31421236883) 

2 Spare locks with no keys , 1 spare lock with no barrel

1 top Box in good condition , with adapter Plate

1 Foldable BMW motorcycle  key

Pannier Weather seal strips (rubber tube)

2 Sets of Pannier black plastic hinges ,New

All as 1 lot ,please - as pictured

$500 ono

Paul Meikle, 027 600 1957 

Kaikoura - Member 3311

Marketplace is a service for members of BMWMC, NZ.
Advertisements will be accepted from members, commercial traders and non-members when it is considered in our 
members’ interest to do so. No charge is made for Marketplace advertising. The Editor and Executive reserve the right 
to reject or modify any advertisement considered inappropriate and take no responsibility for errors or omissions, the 
quality of items, claims made, or for any transactions that ensue.

Advertisements run for approx. 3 months from the date first published unless otherwise arranged with the Editor.

Marketplace - FOR SALE To advertise, please email
 newsletter@bmwmc.nz
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Area Representatives

NORTHLAND
Ian Macartney
027 281 0242

northland@bmwmc.nz

AUCKLAND
Stephen Parkinson

021 989 092
auckland@bmwmc.nz

WAIKATO
Chris Townson
027 390 4239

waikato@bmwmc.nz

BAY OF PLENTY
Alan Belworthy 
027 496 0748 

bayofplenty@bmwmc.nz

TARANAKI
Wayne Higgins 
027 506 6488

taranaki@bmwmc.nz

RANGITIKEI
Murray Petherick

027 433 6657
rangitikei@bmwmc.nz

EAST COAST
Alan Robinson 
027 432 4503 

eastcoast@bmwmc.nz

WAIRARAPA
Peter Tibbs (Aka Tibsy)

027 335 6843
wairarapa@bmwmc.nz

WELLINGTON
Denis Hulston
027 443 3604

wellington@bmwmc.nz

TOP OF THE SOUTH
Gretchen Holland

021 266 3867
topofthesouth@bmwmc.nz

CANTERBURY
Jason Batchelor
027 429 5905

canterbury@bmwmc.nz

SOUTHERN
Tharon Knoetze
021 034 1760

southern@bmwmc.nz
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