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If the cost was roughly the 
same, for obvious reasons, 
you’d choose the original 
over the clone. 

The team at Star Motorcycle has been building custom motorcycle insurance 
from the ground up for over 30-years. We’re home to kindred riders who 
help protect serious motorcycle enthusiasts, free spirits, and original design 
lovers. We insure more motorcycles than anyone else. Period.

Everyone here can make the call on your policy without forcing you to wait 
on a third party’s decision. Our personal inhouse team is an added benefit 
of dealing with NZ’s original, specialist motorcycle insurance provider. 

Originals lead. Clones follow. Ride with leaders at Star Motorcycle.

Call us: 0800 250 600Find us online: starinsure.co.nz

Don’t forgot to ask about 
the John Baker special.
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‘Vieni cavalcade con noi.’ (Italian)

Cover;

White Island, Bay of Plenty. A haunting past is evoked in this surreal landscape.
Once a site of a suphur quarry, the site was abandonded in 1930.

Photo used kind permission Kyle Bland.
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Key features include:

• Reduced policy excesses

• Age, multiple bike, loyalty, trike, 
Named Rider and Restricted Usage 
discounts available

• New replacement motorcycle for total 
loss within 24 months of registration as 
a new motorcycle up to 30,000km

• Windscreen/shield, headlights or tail 
lights covered with nill excess

• Roadside assistance for comprehensive 
cover

• Automatic Riding Apparel cover

• Optional Replacement Riding Apparel 
cover 

• Nill excess for one claim within 12 
months with a Ride Forever training 
course certificate

As sponsors, and the                               
preferred insurance broker                                                       
to the BMWOR for over 10 years,                    
Aon have designed an exclusive motorcycle 
insurance offering specifically for BMWOR 
members which includes discounted rates    
and enhanced policy cover.

For more information, please contact Leonie Steedman 

0800 65 62 64 
leonie.steedman@aon.com

aon.co.nz

Aon’s insurance offer provides cover for all types of on-road 
motorcycles including 3 wheelers, and off-road motorcycles including 
quad bikes, competition motorcycles (not covered whilst racing), 
motorcycle collections and classic/vintage motorcycles.

Market-leading insurance 
exclusively for 
BMWOR members
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President's Podium

I was very sad to hear that Brenda Ross passed away on May 4 after a long battle with cancer. Neil and Brenda
have been very active members in the Rangitikei and I recall great enthusiasm on their part when Wanganui
hosted the Annual Rally in 2015. I understand the funeral was extremely dignified and well attended. Brenda
created her own service plan and Neil made the coffin. A real family affair. Brenda will be sadly missed and our
condolences go out to Neil and the family.

The Tranz Alpine Scooter Safari is happening shortly to raise funds for the New Zealand Cancer Society. The
mission is to raise over $1 Million for cancer research, education and support. Team BMW (Jo, Julie, Ralph and

Rodney) will join 250 other maniacs on 50cc scooters partaking in a gruelling (a.k.a. sore butt and frozen fingers) coast-to-coast
endurance ride from Christchurch to Hokitika (about 250 km). Why? Because we’ve lost too many friends to cancer and we
simply want to do our bit to support the important work of cancer research.

With phase 1 of the house renovation completed, a fairly decent fencing project done and dusted and my recent health issues
overcome I’ve had a bit more space (and the inclination) to get out on the bike again.

Justin, Grant, Chris and I found ourselves in Timaru helping out with Round 4 of the Calder Stewart Elite Cycle Series over the
weekend of 5/6 May. Unfortunately the weather wasn’t nearly as kind as the previous event with grey skies dominating and a less
than balmy 9 degrees being the maximum temperature for the day. Nevertheless, a good day out on a new route from the
Southburn Hall in a loop that took us north alongside the Pareora River, west across the Gordon Valley, south through Bluecliffs
and back east on some really twisty stuff to head up Pareora River Road again to the finish. For the elite men is was pretty much a
139 kilometre sprint while the masters and women battled it out over 92 kilometres with little drama, and not too much for us to
do in regards to traffic control.

Julie and Grant hosted a Canterbury Mother’s Day ride with a road route and a GS route up in the north of North Canterbury.
Shame it was one of the wettest days we’ve had for a while and no road riders turned up but I had a blast with my three
companions around the Hurunui coast.

I’m looking forward to catching up with our Area Reps and the Board over the weekend of 26/27 May. One of the things we’ll be
picking apart is the data from the recent member’s survey. More than 200 of you took the time to respond, so thank you to those
that did. I’ve not read all the commentary in detail yet but by and large, there is a great deal of support for the club’s direction and
changes the Board has implemented or is currently contemplating.

No doubt there will be gripes in some of the feedback, and that’s okay. I’d imagine some might be around the club’s
communication with its members and between members. I get that not everyone has computer access, or doesn’t like or can
confidently use web-based applications, or Facebook or any of the other social media platforms used to communicate these
days. And I get that some people just like a printed newsletter. Print is easily accessible (it gets sent to you), has a good shelf life
and, for me, there’s a more tactile experience in reading off paper so I understand.

I’m not saying I favour other forms of publishing over printed media but we do have some problems sustaining our current model
of monthly printed newsletters, which I’ve expressed on more than one occasion, and we’ve been trying a few things out to do
something about it. Our newsletter is very expensive to produce and send out by post, the ‘news’ is largely retrospective and it’s
quite an investment of someone’s time to pull together, which is our biggest problem in that it is getting harder to find someone
who will commit to being our Editor. Dave took over the role “temporarily” more than 12 months ago and, despite several calls for
volunteers, not once have we had someone offer to pick this up.

So, we have no choice but to look at options, or more likely a combination of options, which includes the creation of a national
social media platform, enhancing our website further to cater for interactive communication, reducing the size and/or number of
publications, and/or outsourcing some sort of editorial role.

I’d imagine there might be some feedback around the number of events in some regions or for particular groups of riders. If so, I
hope there are some good suggestions from respondents on how we might better cater for these. The Board’s strategy is very
much centred on the variety and sustainability of national events and regional activity. This means increasing our support of
social and riding events, whether through direct resourcing or in partnership with BMW Motorrad, its dealer network and other
organisations.

For example, planning is underway for a GS Rallye to be hosted in the central North Island (hopefully later this year) in partnership
with BMW Motorrad NZ. Our aim is that it’s a relatively exclusive, high-end event targeted to the big BMW adventure bike
fraternity, of which many of our members belong.

Alongside this are plans for a BMW Motorrad track day at Hampton Downs in September, for which details will be announced very
soon. If this event is super successful, and our road riders will hopefully play a part in ensuring it is, there could well be
consideration of similar days at tracks further south.

Planning is well underway for the 2019 Annual Rally in Auckland. Stephen seems to have everything under control, fortunately
many others are supporting. You’ll find more information and the registration form in your newsletter or on the website. Get to it!

I’m sure there are plenty of other local events planned over the next couple of months. Find out where one is on near you (or take
the long way round), pitch in and enjoy yourself. We are, above all, a social motorcycle club dedicated to the BMW marque.

Where ever your travels take you this month - be safe and make good decisions.

Garry
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Introduction:

The BMW Owners Register is an organisation whose members join together for rides to
nominated venues and for other social occasions. The organiser nominates the
destination and regrouping stages along the way, but otherwise has no influence upon
the way that riders behave on the road. There is no element of organised competition in
the rides.

Riding Code:

1. All register members on register rides shall do so as individuals responsible for their
own safety and shall take into account the safety of others they encounter on the ride.

2. Register members are responsible for ensuring that their motorcycles are in a safe
and legal condition, the minimum being to Warrant of Fitness standards.

3. Riders, pillions, and sidecar passengers where required, shall have as a minimum
Standards New Zealand approved motorcycle helmets, and stout footwear, gloves and
clothing that will be capable of protecting their body in the event of a mishap.

4. Register members are to go to the aid of any others suffering a mishap.

5. Ride organisers shall nominate the destination for the ride as well as any regrouping
locations or other stops. The organiser is not responsible for other riders' behaviour or
safety.

6. Riders shall ride at a speed and in a way that is comfortable for them. Do not ride
outside your personal comfort envelope.

7. If a rider is unfamiliar with the route, they shall arrange to follow another rider who
does know the way and who travels at a comfortable pace.

8. Riders who decide to travel as a group shall adopt a staggered riding formation such
that there is an accepted following distance to the rider immediately in front. A
reasonable following distance is indicated by a time of two seconds between riders for
dry conditions, and longer for inclement conditions and on loose surfaces.

9. The Organiser and or the Register are not responsible for participants' safety, and all
participants participate at their own risk. All participants are aware that they are
travelling on open public roads and are responsible for their own safety and compliance
with all Road Rules and Laws.

BMW Owners Register Risk Management Plan

Events Calendar
International Events

May – June: Isle of Man TT races. Link: https://www.iomtt.com/tt-info

June: BMW Motorrad GS Trophy. Central Asia (Mongolia).

Link: https://www.brand.bmw-motorrad.com/en/experience/events/gs-trophy-2018.html

National Events

2nd. – 3rd. June: 38th Annual Brass Monkey Rally. Link: http://www.brassmonkeyrally.org.nz/

Link for country-wide events: https://www.mnz.co.nz/events

National BMWOR Events

Jan. 2019 Annual Rally/AGM. Auckland. See page 10.

Northland See area Rep.

Auckland

June 10th Sunday Café run. Note this is the second Sunday not the first Sunday as per norm due to Queens birthday weekend
falling over the first Sunday. Destination The Riverhead 68 Queen St Riverhead. Make your own way there for 10am.

June 11th Monday. Monthly meeting. Vintage and Veteran Clubrooms 39 Fairfax Ave Penrose 7.30pm. Compass Expeditions will be
presenting around their international touring opportunities. I am currently talking to Vintage and Veteran around involving their
membership, opening the bar, and inviting other interested interest groups (dealership contacts etc).

June 17th Sunday. Monthly Ride Destination Whangarei Basin. Meet Starbucks Westgate 9.00am for 9.30 departure.

June 18th Monday. Another Monthly meeting at The Bike Maintenance Shop. In association with Dean and Colleen we will be
getting together at The Bike Maintenance Shop 2A Akatea Road Glendene (off Hepburn). The key presentation will be Sama Tours
with their focus on tour opportunities on bikes in South Africa. There will be other stuff going on, stay tuned.

July 1st Sunday. Café run. Destination Buoy Café 141 – 151 Westhaven Drive Westhaven. Make your own way there for 10am.

Waikato See Area Rep.

Bay of Plenty

June10th Sunday. Club ride to Coromandel town, meeting at Gull Whakamarama and leaving 8-30am sharp so please have a full
tank on departure. Stopping at a Whangamata Café on route. This is a sealed road ride and expect to be back between 4 and 5pm.
The ride could be a round trip of the Coromandel or up and down the East coast only, which ever takes your fancy.

June 30th Saturday. Social night at Ian & Carol Sowdens at 8 Twickenham Close Katikati (get those GPS’s tuned in) from 6pm
onwards, bring a plate evening. Please don’t forget about the gold coin donation per person at the door to cover the hosts’
incidentals.

Taranaki See Area Rep.

Rangitkei

Sunday 27 May 11am, brunch at the Woolshed Cafe.

Sunday 10 June. Monthly ride. Let’s meet at “Coffee on the Square”, Manchester Square, Fielding at 10am. Departure 10.30am for
Mt Bruce via the Saddle Road.

East Coast See Area Rep.



7

Area Reports

Wairarapa/Wellington

Note – In addition to the events noted here we also undertake ‘Impromptu Rides’ these are offered via email to the membership with
a couple of days’ notice when the weather looks like being favourable.

Sunday – 10 June – Destination Ride – The Front Room Café – Waikanae from 10am

Monday – 11 June - Club Social get together - Petone Working Men’s Club from 6pm

Sunday – 17 June – Monthly Club Ride – Lake Ferry Pub for lunch

Sunday – 8 July – Destination Ride - TBA

Monday – 9 July - Club Social get together - Petone Working Men’s Club from 6pm

Sunday – 15 July – Woodville – Café 88 for lunch

Nelson See Area Rep

Marlborough See Area Rep.

Canterbury

Wednesday – 13 June -Monthly tea meeting will be at Woolston Working Mens club (not Papanui) as we have a speaker from South
Africa Motorcycle Adventure Tours. The company operates with BMW bikes in the exciting South African countryside. Other
potentially interested bikers have been invited to the evening.

Otago/Southland See Area Rep.

Auckland

Auckland’s April monthly ride involved the south Coromandel loop. Sunday 15th dawned fairly rubbish looking to be honest and I,
along with others, ended up wet before we even got to the starting point at the BP Service Centre Papakura. This brings me to a
handy riding hint; if your jacket has ten vents, they are all open, and it’s raining before you leave home, always make sure you end up
counting to ten as you close them. Tony was originally scheduled to lead this ride but was simply not going to make it, Richard was
heading down to Meremere Dragway with one of his bikes on the day so he was out of the frame, I was an awful option so never even
made the frame, which left Peter. Fortunately Peter had recently been relieved of some warp ten professional pressure and was able
to step into the breach. From the comfortable vantage point of our Service Centre café we could see clearer skies in the direction of
the ride so off we went. We were led on a pretty interesting and unexpected inland route until not much north of Kopu at which point
we engaged the south loop. Lunch was Whangamata with some heading on a direct route home from there and others completing
the loop back to Kopu. We remained surprisingly rain free throughout the day although we often found ourselves riding in fine
weather but on wet roads. Not wishing to wrestle defeat from the arms of victory those of us remaining in the group following
completion of the loop chose to avoid the lengthy coastal route and adopt a more “straight line dash” approach toward home. Our
journey home from that point occurred in a compressed time frame & that’s the only way I can describe it without people going to
jail.

Lime Tree Café adjacent to the Whitford wharf was our café run destination for April. I actually had no idea that Whitford had a wharf
so that was pretty much the primary driving force behind the selection. It’s always a bit of a lottery when you take punts like that but
the setting was outstanding with a rural feel and wild ducks (nowhere near as wild as they get when you start shooting at them)
settling on the estuary. The front of house staff were friendly, accommodating, and nobody was complaining about their food once
they received it. Having said that, the local Area Rep was complaining a wee bit about the food when he checked the balance of the
tab before leaving and found himself paying for not only his meal but a couple of others besides. Members Lou, Wendy, Henry, Trish,
and I remained at our table going over some Rally 2019 stuff, a bit of club history and enjoyed the relaxed surroundings whilst other
attendees shot off in the direction of home or the local Sunday markets.

Monday 14th May was our scheduled monthly meeting held as usual at the Vintage and Veteran Clubrooms, Penrose. Audrey and
Trevor Stafford presented the final leg of their London to Beijing ride. This covered their route through Northern China (after an 18
hour ordeal with border control) to their end point in Beijing. Between stories of alien road etiquette, incomprehensible pollution,
stunning beauty, a bunch of pandas, several (actually there were more than several) terracotta warriors, and touching personal
interactions we were all enthralled.

Coming up next month we have a couple of meetings which involve presentations from Compass Expeditions and Saba Tours.
Following on from the Stafford’s Globebusters expedition it would be easy to think that there was some sort of conspiracy around
promoting a feral globetrotting culture to our local membership. This actually isn’t the case, it’s just the way things have panned out.
Mind you, going forward, any local members experiencing a situation where their partner suggests introducing a geographical
dimension to their relationship (this is the bit where they suggest that you p1$$ off) will be well informed and spoilt for choice.

That’s it from here for now. If all else fails I’ll see you at Paerata 2019. Stephen

Waikato

April Ride:

As the new Area Rep I had been intending to arrange a ride, and had discussed suitable dates with my wife, but as with many things,
it is all about that important nudge to get you cracking. That nudge came from fellow member John Stewart with an email on
Tuesday morning suggesting an Anzac day ride the following day.

I sent out an email to all members via the excellent new BMWOR website (Thanks Allan) and within a few hours we had a ride
organised and a later departure time sorted so that those attending Anzac day functions could come along.
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We had 6 people, myself on the
K1200RS, Joy on her R9T, John Stewart
on his F800GS, Phil Child on his
R1200GS, Graeme Duncan on his
R1100RT and Trevor Martin on his
R1100RT (apologies in advance if one or
both are 1150’s) – I did not take complete
notes. Meeting at Cambridge BP around
10am, we departed at 10:25 in warm
weather & fairly dry roads. The traffic was
quite heavy on SH1, but we only had to
endure that for 10 minutes or so and then
we were onto HoraHora Rd and it was
pretty deserted. Down through Old
Taupo road which has recently been re-
surfaced and upgraded, but is still one of
my favourite Waikato country roads, we
turned onto Matanuku road and at the
end we noted that the 4 behind us had
stopped. A quick loop back to find out
why revealed that Trevors rear tail light
had dropped out and was dangling.
Fortunately one of the nuts was still in the
rear cowl, so a hasty refit was done and
we were on our way. A spirited ride up the Kaimais led us to the lunch stop near McLaren Falls - the Kaimai Café.

The place was packed, but fortunately I had reserved a table, so we had a great chat whilst waiting for our lunch which took about an
hour!

The route was back down the Kaimais and along Old Te Aroha road. I missed the turnoff to Wardville, so we “detoured” a bit too far
towards Te Aroha before Trevor passed me and advised me of the error. A loop back via Manawaru and we were back on track.

The road through Walton to Scotsmans valley were pretty quiet and we all had a lovely cruise back as members peeled off to go their
various ways home.

Thanks to all who took part. It was a great re-start and we hope that more Waikato members will join us for future rides.

Paul

Bay Of Plenty (Also feature on page 21.)

April: Most of you by now will be aware that I have taken back on the Area Reps job for the BOP. If you are on my email list you
would have had my first email, if not let me know your address and I will add you to my list. I’m aiming to achieve one club ride and
one social night per month; this will then hopefully attract more people to the club with all its activity.

Although a BMW club it doesn’t have to be exclusively that, so if you have a friend who would like to join in they are more than
welcome as long as they are a confident rider. It would also be good to see some younger blood join as it won’t be long before we all
turn up on “mobility scooters”!

Well not too much more to add as we haven’t had any rides to report on yet, but from the odd social night it would appear that
members are keen to get things rolling again, so I look forward to seeing you all out there and any ideas you may have let me know.

Peter.

East Coast

A most enjoyable evening was
held recently at the Portofino
Restaurant on Clive Square.

Rangitikei

Our monthly ride scheduled for
12 May was destined to finish in
Masterton. Unfortunately both
the Manawatu and Wairarapa
forecasts were decidedly dodgy
so the decision was made to
postpone.

Nelson

Pohara: It was a very wet start to
the day. I had already had several
cancellations the day before via
email based on the forecast.

I sent out an email to let
everyone know the ride was still
on, and at about 9.30am the rain
had stopped at my house.

Myself, Tony, Gretchen and East Coast Eating
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Darryl (who finally made a ride
that didn`t clash with work)
met up at 3 Brothers Corner at
10am. Shortly after we headed
off towards Takaka hill via the
Inland Highway. Although wet,
the road had remarkably good
grip. We stopped at the Clock
Tower in Motueka to meet up
with Peter and then straight
over the Hill (after a 5 minute
stop at the traffic lights this
side of the hill) to Pohara. Tony
and Peter veered off and went
via Takaka East Road. From
here through to Takaka the
main road was rather slippery
in places so extra caution was
taken.

We had some good food and
conversation with a touch of
good weather. We even sat
outside. The only place we had rain was on top of the Takaka Hill both ways. We all came back via Takaka East Road, by which time
the sun was fully out and the valley looked stunning. Another great day out with some great company.

Kevin.

Canterbury

Our usual monthly tea meeting was a buzz with planning for our foray on the Scooter Safari ride across the Alps this coming
weekend raising funds for Canterbury Westland Cancer Society...look for some interesting photos next month!

Our monthly ride was planned for Mothers Day, which unfortunately precluded a few participants. Anyway 6 riders met at Fossil
Point Café Greta Valley for coffee and a briefing. This involved commitment as it was an hour ride north of Christchurch to start. Four
of the riders (all names beginning with a G) opted to continue in the rain on a GS ride. Dressed in full wet gear the G team headed
towards Motonau then up Glendhu road, a nice windy shingle country road to ride through the Autumn colours of the Blythe Valley
and eventually to Nape Nape. Here Gary checked out the sand and decided to walk the 600m to collect his checkpoint under the
bluffs. Next stop was the Hurunui river mouth, great view and another checkpoint followed by Manuka Bay for yet another. You would
have thought Gary planned the ride , not Grant. Even better they tell me was the mud on this side trip. Now off through Gore Bay to
Cheviot for another coffee.

Geoff senior decided to head back to his warm fire while the rest of the gang wanted more gravel, out to Spotswood then around
through the Leamington Valley & Ethelton to the Hurunui bridge. Gary had to fly home for chores but Grant & Geoff (from the other
side...rides a KTM) were keen for more, so off through Pyramid Valley behind Hawarden past McDonald Downs over The Mound to
Amberley and home.

Conclusion 350km tribute ride to the mother of all inventions the motorcycle (any Marque). Enjoyable ride for all those who came
prepared.

A special thanks to the Hurunui District Council for grading so many of the roads just before our ride. Photos by Gary.

The Penguin Cafe & Bar - Pohara

Three Gs dressed for the conditions

Cont. Pg 17 ...
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Registration Form:  2019 Annual BMWOR Rally  

Wesley College: 801 State Highway 22, Paerata, Auckland, New Zealand 2676 
Friday 11

th
 January to Monday 14

th
 January.  

 

Name of registered member  

Address   

 Postcode:  

Contacts  Mobile: Phone:  

Email   

 

BMWOR number  Area   

 

Name 1:  
Name 2:  

Number Cost PP Total 

Registration: Participation in events over the weekend (Excludes Meals/Accom.)  
This provides access to tea and coffee in registration area over the weekend.  

 $40  

Registration with dinners:  Saturday and Sunday. (Excludes accommodation)  
This includes access to tea and coffee in the dining area.  

 $80  

Registration with all meals and accommodation.    $300  

Single Supplement; This is a single or a twin room to yourself with shared Facilities    $50  

TOTAL     

 
Memorabilia: BMWOR  Annual Rally Paerata 2019 

 
Registration forms:   Email to  bmwannualrally2019@gmail.com    (All entries will be acknowledged)  

OR   Post to: S Parkinson       PO Box 109 204  Newmarket  Auckland 1149                             

Payment by internet banking to BMWOR Event Account          03 – 1519- 0034447- 001  

 

Reference with   Name -    ____                     BMWOR member number                                    Rally2019 

 
Shared Accommodation:  If you have registered as a couple you will be allocated a twin room.  
Shared spaces are private cubicles within a larger room space or twin rooms.   
 

I am happy to share a room/be allocated a cubicle in a room with 
Name :  
 

OR  
Please allocate me a space in a shared room ;  

I like meeting new people. 

 

Health/ dietary  concerns that are pertinent to this event. 

It is important if you are travelling /participating as an individual that the organisers are aware of these.  
Please communicate these with the appropriate staff member at registration.     (Being old doesn’t count.) 
Meals are all buffet style:  the kitchen is experienced at providing meals for all special requests.  
Please circle below if you have specific requirements.  

Meal 
requirements 

Dairy Free Vegetarian Gluten Free Gluten 
Intolerant 

Other: 
  

Packed lunch for          MONDAY 14
th

     (for your journey home)                       YES   /  NO  

 

Disclaimer: This Rally will be run under the BMW Owners Register Risk Management Plan as in the register’s official 
newsletter. By registering for this event, participants agree to abide by all the conditions of the said Management Plan.  

 

Pre orders appreciated.  Number   Cost    

2019 Rally Badge  @ $15  

Shirt – Circle Size  
         S                  M                      L              XL              2XL              3XL  

  
@ $40 

 

TOTAL      

Paerata 2019

50 minutes south of the madness.

Almost Auckland

BMWOR Annual Rally and AGM
Friday 11th To Monday 14th January.

Hosted by the Auckland Area BMWOR.

The venue for the 2019 Annual rally is Paerata.

• 50 km south of Auckland city

• 10 Minutes from the motorway off ramp at Dury.

• 10 minutes to Pukekohe

The venue, Wesley College, provides a practical, fully catered location with ready access to sealed and
unsealed roads and recreational options a plenty without having to negotiate the JAFFA madness. Organised
rides will include seal and off -road riding on some of the wonderful coastal rides and scenic vistas that the
Manukau Peninsular, Coromandel and the Waikato District has to offer. There are many options that you can
select to join in with or head off and explore on your own.

The accommodation is a school with residential facilities, so accommodation is practical, with single twin and
cubicles in larger rooms; all linen and catering is provided. There are great socialising areas with tea, coffee
and kitchen facilities, lounges, decks, and a pool along with areas for the many activities planned over the
weekend.

Pukekohe township is 10 minutes drive and has much to offer those looking for shops, markets and galleries.
It is about 15 minutes drive to the train station to journey into Auckland and explore the city or catch the Ferry
to Waiheke.

There will be opportunities for non riders and partners to visit local gardens, cafes, winery tours, Waiheke
Island, hiking tracks and walks etc. Look for updates as we get closer to the event.

Registrations are open, with options for live in and locals to attend daily.

Mark these dates in your diary and we look forward to seeing you in January 2019.
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Registration Form:  2019 Annual BMWOR Rally  

Wesley College: 801 State Highway 22, Paerata, Auckland, New Zealand 2676 
Friday 11

th
 January to Monday 14

th
 January.  

 

Name of registered member  

Address   

 Postcode:  

Contacts  Mobile: Phone:  

Email   

 

BMWOR number  Area   

 

Name 1:  
Name 2:  

Number Cost PP Total 

Registration: Participation in events over the weekend (Excludes Meals/Accom.)  
This provides access to tea and coffee in registration area over the weekend.  

 $40  

Registration with dinners:  Saturday and Sunday. (Excludes accommodation)  
This includes access to tea and coffee in the dining area.  

 $80  

Registration with all meals and accommodation.    $300  

Single Supplement; This is a single or a twin room to yourself with shared Facilities    $50  

TOTAL     

 
Memorabilia: BMWOR  Annual Rally Paerata 2019 

 
Registration forms:   Email to  bmwannualrally2019@gmail.com    (All entries will be acknowledged)  

OR   Post to: S Parkinson       PO Box 109 204  Newmarket  Auckland 1149                             

Payment by internet banking to BMWOR Event Account          03 – 1519- 0034447- 001  

 

Reference with   Name -    ____                     BMWOR member number                                    Rally2019 

 
Shared Accommodation:  If you have registered as a couple you will be allocated a twin room.  
Shared spaces are private cubicles within a larger room space or twin rooms.   
 

I am happy to share a room/be allocated a cubicle in a room with 
Name :  
 

OR  
Please allocate me a space in a shared room ;  

I like meeting new people. 

 

Health/ dietary  concerns that are pertinent to this event. 

It is important if you are travelling /participating as an individual that the organisers are aware of these.  
Please communicate these with the appropriate staff member at registration.     (Being old doesn’t count.) 
Meals are all buffet style:  the kitchen is experienced at providing meals for all special requests.  
Please circle below if you have specific requirements.  

Meal 
requirements 

Dairy Free Vegetarian Gluten Free Gluten 
Intolerant 

Other: 
  

Packed lunch for          MONDAY 14
th

     (for your journey home)                       YES   /  NO  

 

Disclaimer: This Rally will be run under the BMW Owners Register Risk Management Plan as in the register’s official 
newsletter. By registering for this event, participants agree to abide by all the conditions of the said Management Plan.  

 

Pre orders appreciated.  Number   Cost    

2019 Rally Badge  @ $15  

Shirt – Circle Size  
         S                  M                      L              XL              2XL              3XL  

  
@ $40 

 

TOTAL      
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Batman Bridge across the Tamar River 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mount Roland in the sunshine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Loop of Tasmania (Actual Route) 

Back in 2015 I had a very enjoyable ride in Tasmania with an
Australian Kawasaki Riders group. Since then I have also
ridden with the same guys through the Blue Mountains in NSW
north of Sydney. When the opportunity arose for another
“Loop of Tasmania” tour this year I was keen to participate.

The only hire bike suppliers in Tasmania are in either Hobart,
well to the south, or Launceston which is only 100 odd k’s from
the ferry terminal in Devonport. With the bulk of the group
coming over on the “Spirit of Tasmania” ferry, the Launceston
option remained the most attractive.

Previously I had hired a 650 V-Strom Suzuki from Tasmanian
Motorcycle Hire in Launceston. Even though a little high in the
seat height, it performed well on the Tassie twisties, without any
real dramas. In spite of the fact that I had tried to book this bike
several months in advance, unfortunately it was unavailable.
Most of the other machine options were either heavy cruisers,
or rather elevated adventure style bikes, neither of which are
really my scene.

I finally plumped for a 2017 T120 Triumph Bonneville.
Although it was a full 1200cc, the seat height was low, and with
large twin discs up front it should at least stop well.

I planned to fly into Launceston, pick up the bike, and ride up to
Penguin to stay with Mick, the Tassie ride organiser.

I flew direct from Melbourne to Launceston, a pleasant 1 hour
flight with improving weather the further south. At the luggage
carousal at Launceston airport I met a bike rider who was on his
way home from working in the mines in Western Australia.
Because I was in obvious bike gear we struck up a
conversation, and he offered me a ride into town with his wife.
That was $40 saved!

Rather than take the direct route up the Bass Highway, Mick
had provided a detailed suggested itinerary. From Launceston
the A8 took me north to cross the Tamar River at Batman
Bridge. The ride became more interesting as the B72 became
the more minor C137. This provided a 250+ k ride inland along
rural roads and small towns to skirt the Cradle Mountain. I got
a bit lost on several occasions, with a few U-turns required.

In the little hamlet of Exeter I was amazed to find none other
than “Burt Munro’s Motorcycle Café”. This shrine to our
classic Kiwi icon was quite amazing. As well as a large
collection of memorabilia, it included a small group of old
motorcycles, including a vintage Norton and the ubiquitous
Army Indian.

My initial impressions of the Triumph Bonneville on this
familiarisation ride were not great. It certainly had a lot of
“boogie” out of the corners. The top 6th gear was really just an
overdrive, as even with 1200cc’s it lacked any real punch.

The main concern was its apparent reluctance to go around
corners. This was reminiscent of my Harley riding experiences,
where there is a fair amount of physical effort and a
considerable amount of counter steering required to get
anywhere near acceptable corner speed.

With the literally thousands of corners coming up in the next
week, this was going to sap a fair amount of energy out of “the
old boy”. This was going to prove only too true!

On arrival in the quaint seaside town of Penguin, I was having
difficulty finding my way to Mick’s house. I stopped on the
seaside promenade to take in the view, and to inspect some
maps. I guy on a Harley rolled up, and I asked him how to get to
South Street. His comment was:- “Easier to show rather than
explain. Follow me.” Which I did, and I was most grateful. We
are indeed a great cooperative bunch, us motorcyclists, even
some of the Harley riders.

After a fine meal in the local pub, an early night was required for
a 6:30am departure to pick up the crew from the “Spirit”.
Apparently they had a reasonably smooth crossing of Bass

LOOP OF TASMANIA – March 2018
Neil “Barny” Barnard
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A Famous Kiwi icon    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

The Bonnie passing Lake Pedder  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gordon dam.   Specks on the top are people!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

Defunct copper mine near Gormanston 

Straight, but this had an unexpected effect on one rider (who would
prefer to remain anonymous) who actually got crook once the boat
stopped rocking !

It was great to catch up with some familiar faces, and to meet a few
new ones. After a bumper breakfast it was time for the real ride to
begin.

The planned ride remained slightly flexible, with only the overnight
stops confirmed.

Day 1 Devonport “Spirit of Tasmania” ferry (E) to Bicheno (B).

Day 2 Bicheno (B) to Strathgordon (C).

Day 3 Strathgordon to Strahan (D).

Day 4 Strahan to Devonport “Spirit of Tasmania” ferry (E).

The first part of the ride towards the east coast was partially a
reversal of my previous day’s travel, but without the benefit of the
clear fine weather.

Low cloud and mist unfortunately obscured a lot of the panoramic
views of the mountains and surrounding valleys seen the previous
day.

It even included a return to the Burt Munro Café for another visit.
Saw “my” V-Strom Suzuki there from the bike rental a lady rider, so
that’s why it wasn’t available.

After an enjoyable 460 k ride, mostly along the great Tasman
Highway, we were in the seaside town of Bichino, ready for some
more of their delightful seafood.

From Bichino we were heading towards the opposite coast to stay
at the hydro based town of Strathgordon. This involved a 2 way
ride up the no exit road from Westerway, and this proved to be a
most enjoyable experience in both directions.

Unfortunately for Peter “Chimp” Calder at Westerway it was noted
that the top tank on his Kawasaki radiator was being decidedly
incontinent, with a distinct jet of fluid ejecting out of a pinhole in the
radiator top tank, all over the front forks. Chimp’s comments
won’t be repeated in writing! After some degree of mobile
telephonic conflab, it was decided to leave Chimp at the mercy of
any local repairers, and we would continue on our planned route.
As this was now Saturday afternoon, we did not have high hopes of
an urgent repair.

This Gordon River Road proved to an absolute gem. It traverses
what must be the epitome of the Tasmanian wilderness. Totally
unspoilt, this was one of the first designated World Heritage sites.
The high rainfall (it rains more than 200 days per year) and low risk
of bush fires favour the more exotic trees and plants. This is a
welcome change from the vast proliferation of the various species of
eucalypt gum trees so prevalent on the Australian mainland.
Eucalypts thrive in the aftermath of burning which provides them
with the necessary conditions for their regeneration. Without fire,
eucalyptus becomes gradually superseded by delightful rainforest.

The local trees include deciduous beech, statuesque King Billie
pine, and the archaic looking twisted pencil pine. Like a slightly
stunted cabbage tree, the trailing tendrils of the triffid-like pandanis
are also quite prevalent. And it’s all so green !

The Strathgordon complex is the largest hydro power system in
Tasmania, with a combined generating capacity of more than a
staggering 430 MW (430,000 kW). The Gordon dam is indeed an
impressive structure. This is especially true when it is known that it
consists of pure concrete, without any steel reinforcing whatsoever.

In conventional concrete construction the concrete in compression
is very strong and not prone to failure. Where it is in tension it
needs the added strength of steel reinforcing to ensure it does not
fail in brittle tensile failure. Here however the compound curvature
design of the Gordon dam ensures that the entire structure is only
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The “Baker’s Dozen” – Strahan Village  

 

subjected to compressive stresses which are generated by
the massive wall of water that it restrains.
The dam took 4 years to build, and it has a height of 140
metres. It holds the water in both Lake Gordon and Lake
Pedder which form Australia’s largest fresh water storage,
with a combined volume equivalent to 30 Sydney harbours.
Like the Manapouri hydro scheme in the South Island of
New Zealand, the Gordon Power Station is situated
underground, with the 3 Francis turbines more than 180
metres below ground level.
The view across the lake from the dining area at the Pedders
Wilderness Lodge was really quite stunning. This is indeed
an absolutely idyllic spot with large tranquil lakes
surrounded by quite majestic mountains. The added
attraction of abundant bird life added to the very peaceful
setting. All that, and a bloody brilliant motorcycle ride to
get there, and equally good on the return ride. The salmon
for dinner was great and the beer was cold. Doesn’t get
much better than that. Sorry Chimp !
You’ll just have to return again, mate, to enjoy our
experience at Strathgordon. Next time ??

Then more good news. Chimp had managed to get his radiator repaired, and would meet us again in the morning where we had left
him at Westerway.
Helpful people, these Tasmanians !

As planned the next day, we returned down to Westerway, picked up our mate Chimp, and headed for the west coast fishing village
of Strahan.

It was in this section of the ride that my issues with the Triumph’s handling and my tiring body exposed themselves. On a blind
rising right hand bend I was following a couple of Kawasakis. In front of me, apparently Gobby ran a little wide, with the following
Chimp a bit wider again.

By the time your Kiwi scribe arrived, he was unfortunately a little wider still. In fact too bloody wide ! I had the sudden realisation
that I was heading for the loose gravel on the outside of the corner, not an ideal situation when cranked over at a reasonable angle.

Decision time and only a few milliseconds to make it. S***! Double s***. Ok, pick the bike up, head into the gravel, and hopefully
stay upright and not hit anything !!!

Fearing I might be about to have an intimate encounter with that Australian icon, the dreaded gum tree, I headed up a dirt bank which
fortunately added enough retarding force to stop the bike before any significant impact with bike or rider into anything too solid.

Kim was following directly behind me on his brand new Indian. Once he realised I was in “a bit of trouble” he basically straight lined
the corner and ran into the bank to my left, again fortunately without any damage.

This incident was entirely and completely my fault, but as usual there were a number of contributing factors:-

• I was travelling a bit too close and just following the bike in front, rather than doing my own thing.

• I was a little too relaxed, and not concentrating sufficiently.

• I was travelling a bit too quick considering my tired state and the continued considerable effort required to make this
particular bike go around corners.

A good lesson learnt, fortunately without too much pain !

Once the butterflies had settled a little, it was onto our late mate Coke’s favourite bit of road along the Lyell Highway from Derwent
Bridge towards Queenstown. A really superb bit of tarmac. Pity you weren’t with us, John Boy. We were thinking of you.

Just before the tight twisties down into Queenstown Mick suggested a short detour to view a hole in the ground, and what a hole it is
indeed. Dating back to the ore mining days, this dramatically illustrates the effect of man’s efforts in search of elusive minerals.

This mine, now closed, was once the source of considerable wealth.

From Queenstown the southern access to Strahan was along the tight and twisty B24, another real bikers’ road, especially pleasant
under the dry conditions.

Accommodation for the night was in the quaint Strahan Village, right on the seafront. This consists of a string of original colonial
cottages, each with its own outlook over the harbour. And the pub and restaurant were only a few hundred metres along the
Esplanade. Ideal !

In the morning we were reminded that this was indeed the exposed west coast of Tassie, where it reputedly rains for more than 200
days per year. Today would be one of those days. Initially conditions were rather bleak indeed with quite persistent rain and poor
visibility, so we just stayed on the main A10 north towards Burnie. My new DriRider bike gear proved to be dry in name only, and
within a short period of time I was sitting in a puddle of cold water. Oh, the joys of motorcycling !

I was also personally concerned about the distinct lack of tread on the Triumph front tyre. This combined with a far from effective
rear brake made braking into corners a very carefully exercised manoeuvre basically using the front brake only. The weather finally
cleared, and Mick had organised a surprise visit to a privately owned vehicle museum. This proved to be an absolute treasure trove
including a host of very desirable Ducatis, historic midget speedway cars, and early competition cars like Lotus Cortinas. The speed
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restriction sign “200” on the driveway generated quite a lot of interest !

Once into Devonport it was time for a few last beers before leaving the crew to board the ferry. On return to Penguin I apologised to
Mick and Heidi that I was more than a little tired, and crawled into bed at 8pm. I certainly must have been knackered, as I didn’t
wake up till 7:30am the next morning !

All that remained now was to deliver the bike back to Launceston, and fly back to Melbourne, then home to New Zealand. I elected
to take a leisurely tour along B roads, avoiding the rather boring Bass Highway. Small towns like Frankford, Hagley, and Hadspen all
had historic charm with a lot of early colonial architecture.

It was with some relief I handed the bike back to Grantley at Tasmanian Bike Rentals. It had done the job, but it was certainly not a
bike I would lust after.

As a 1200cc bike, I expected it to be rather heavy. What I was not expecting was the continued physical effort required to get it to
go around corners at anything like a considerable pace. After close to 2,000 k’s on the very windy Tassie roads I wouldn’t hazard to
guess the number of corners, but it would be a lot !

Cornering issues were exacerbated by what I considered to be excessive damping of the front forks. This was of concern, not just
from a comfort perspective, but became quite exciting on bumpy corners. As supplied, the rear suspension was set on “hard” for a
pillion. With my relatively light frame on board, the rear shocks hardly moved at all. The shocks were reset on minimum “soft” and
this helped a little.

One of the lasting memories of my last Tasmanian ride was the massive amount of road kill present. This trip, this appeared to be
much less prevalent. The 2015 trip was in October, and there would have no doubt been a lot of springtime young animals about,
some of which were not destined to reach old age.

In hind sight I would have been better to have selected a smaller bike. I know that I would have been quicker on the V-Strom (650cc)
than on the Triumph (1200cc), in spite of only having a little over half the engine capacity. It’s all about corner speed! Again the
benefit of hiring a bike is that it gives you the opportunity to sample another style of bike for a reasonable period, without having to
buy one.

Tasmania remains an idyllic place to ride a motorcycle. As a Kiwi I am rather spoilt as far as motorcycling opportunities go, with the
likes of the North Island East Cape road right at my doorstep. Tassie is indeed different, and the Kawasaki group are great bunch
guys.

Thank you to Mick for leading the ride, and for your hospitality. Local knowledge helps a lot when in a strange land. Thanks also to
Ian for putting a stake in the ground as far as dates and accommodation were concerned. All good. Because of the more than
adequate prior warning I was able to combine this trip with a work visit to Melbourne, and this significantly reduced the damage to
the back pocket.

If anybody is planning to ride in Tassie, put Strathgordon on the itinerary. The road through the rain forest is magic, the scenery
amazing, and the extra distance to the Gordon dam is well worth it. Try the Pedders Wilderness Lodge. I don’t think you’ll be
disappointed.

Cheers,
Neil “Barny” Barnard. P.S. Don’t forget your rain-suit!
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RAG Ride
Photos: Ian Mccartney

.

Photos here show stops the Northland Area made on their
ride to and from the RAG.. Do you know where these places
are?

.
Whakamaru

Taumarunui
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... cont. from pg 9

Otago/Southland

There's been a fair bit going on down south since I
last wrote a report. Back while it was still summer we
converged on the British Day at Mandeville to watch
Bob's beautiful Velocette take home a prize. I'm
tempted, some day, to lick the Velo just to find out if it
tastes as good as it looks. Shortly after, we made an
overnight trip to Te Anau. Along with an evening meal
in great company, that allowed us to ride in to Milford
Sound after the tourist traffic had cleared for the day.
It's a great road and a wonderful place, although the
Homer Tunnel is a touch dark. Late summer
highlights included a ride to Clyde (which allowed me
to show some people the nice twisty short cut that
runs round the back of Alexandra) and more recently
a trip to Kaka Point for fish and chips by the sea. Oh,
and there was a rather good lunch in Arrowtown in
there somewhere. It's a week away as I write this, but
by the time the presses have rolled we'll have made
the last ride of the season to Lawrence. Not that I'm
intending to put bikes away for the winter, but the
weather gets unreliable enough that it's chancy to
organise things in advance.

Cheers, Andy Hutcheon.

The famous Velocette ....

Quick Quiz

1. Are the Cook Straight Ferries part of the State
Highway 1 route?

2. Where are the Niagara Falls In New Zealand?

3. What beach was the Hydrabad wrecked on?

4. Which is NZ’s official shortest highway?

5. Who is best remembered for developing the BMW
twin opposed engine?

6. What is Te Araroa?

7. Ninety Mile beach is part of State Highway One. True
or false?

8. Ninety Mile beach is 90 miles long. True or false?

9. What is the actual cc size of the BMW R1200C
engine?

10. Where is Scotts Ferry?

Answers page 18
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1. No. SH1 continues to the Wellington Airport and finishes at a roundabout there.

2. Waikawa Harbour, Catlins.

3. Waitarere. Near Levin.

4. State Highway 78 is a New Zealand state highway connecting central Timaru with its port. It holds the record for New Zealand's
shortest State Highway, with a length of just under 1000 metres.

5. Max Fritz

6. New Zealand’s hiking track from Cape Reinga to Bluff.

7. False. It is designated as a highway, and is an alternative route.

8. False. The actual length is 55 miles long, or 88 kilometres.

9. 1173 cc.

10. Scotts Ferry is near the coast , south of Bulls.

Answers to Quick Quiz
Page 17
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61 Barrys Point Road Takapuna  Auckland      Ph 09 4861136        Email: sales@cyclespotbmw.co.nz 

        The Ultimate Riding Machine  

New Zealands  # 1 BMW DealerNew Zealands  # 1 BMW Dealer

They boys awards have landed and they would like to say a 
                                 BIG THANK YOU
for all your support and custom to help them achieve success

Ferg cell – 021 190 7733   -   Henry cell – 0274 330 650 
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A card:
Name: Paul Quilter. Phone: 021 764 336 Email: paul@pqimports.co.nz

Message: I am writing to inform you and your greater membership that our company has been appointed as the sole NZ
distributors for the Macna brand of motorcycle clothing, gloves and accessories.

This is a very high quality European brand which is highly regarded around the world.

The good news is that we will have lower prices than the previous distributor, and we will also have some incredibly good
opening specials.

A full 2018 catalog is available to view at this link:

https://issuu.com/inetis.ch/docs/macna_catalogue_2018_lowres

Our website has pricing and sizes that we will be stocking (other sizes available on request).

www.pqimports.co.nz

We would be very grateful if you could share this news around and if any of your members have questions then I am most happy
to answer them either by email or on our Facebook page:

https://www.facebook.com/pqimports/

Thanks and Happy Riding,

Paul
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A BOP Special feature
Our ride to Kinloch in May was brought forward by one day due to inclement weather predicted for the Sunday; however,
five riders were still able to make it and were rewarded with a nice dry day. The first stop was at the Rhubarb Café in Arapuni
then it was as many back roads as possible down to Kinloch for lunch. Our return was via Orakei Korako road then Waikete
Valley back into Rotorua followed by the Pye’s Pad Road to Tauranga. A total of 375k’s was clocked up by myself which
turned out to be a very pleasant distance and an enjoyable day all round.
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Marketplace is a service for members of BMWOR of NZ.
Advertisements will be accepted from members, commercial traders
and non-members when it is considered in our members' interest to
do so. No charge is made for Marketplace advertising. The Editor
and Executive reserve the right to reject or modify any
advertisement considered inappropriate and take no responsibility
for errors or omissions, the quality of items, claims made, or for any

transactions that ensue.

Wedding Bells

Presenting Julie and Dave Oldershaw: Married 28th April, 2018

We wish them all the best.

On occasion Star Insurance sell parts from
insurance wrecks through TradeMe. Take a look
at the Star Insurance web site for details:

www.star.insurance.co.nz

Brenda passed away
peacefully after a
two and a half year
battle with cancer.

Brenda, wife of Neil,
mother,
grandmother and
owner of a F650CS
was farewelled in
Wanganui at a
service attended by
approximately 300
people. This showed
her popularity and
the wide interests
she held. With time
running out she
organised herself a
“living wake”. One
hundred and

seventeen people attended this. It was a great occasion with a
band, balloons, party attire and great tributes paid.

Brenda’s love of her motorcycle and enthusiasm for riding it
was near the top of her interests. With her time almost up
Brenda crossed off one item on her “bucket list”. This was to
ride the Gentle Annie road in reverse of what she did when
attending the Taradale Annual Rally in 2017. Along with Neil
and a cousin they achieved this on a round day trip of 504 Kms.
Then even later than this the three of them rode through the
Pohangina East valley and back, about 200Kms. Neil admitted
that on these rides, as usual, she was hard to keep up with.
Brenda and her bike were as one when on the road.

Brenda will be sadly missed by family, friends, and the
motorcycling community.

OBITUARY
Brenda Beryl Ross

24 August 1957 - 4 May 2018

(Member 2383)

nNumber Plate for Sale. Interested? E-mails.too
nelson@bmwor.org.nz

The life of the dead is placed in the memory of the living.

M.T. Cicero
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Cyclespot Euro
Takapuna
Auckland
09 486 1136

Experience
Motorcycles
Kingsland, Auckland
09 845 5950

Boyd
Motorcycles
Hamilton
07 838 1209

Mount
Motorcycles
Mount Maunganui
07 575 4190

Motomart
Wellington
04 589 5106

Avon City
Motorcycles
Christchurch
03 341 3490

Demonstrators available from the following dealerships

BMW’s New R Nine T Scrambler  
Following the release of the successful R Nine T, the NEW Scrambler is created for the rider who challenges the ordinary, desires 
authenticity combined with innovative engineering and a touch of nostalgia for the scrambler generation.
 
RRP $23,990 - The R Nine T Scrambler features Heated Grips, Automatic Stability Control (ASC), Cross Spoke Wheels with a 
19” front and LED Turn indicators.
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