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Welcome to Ross.

Ross is a small town located on the West Coast of the South Island, and about 27
kilometres south of Hokitika.

Ross was established in the 1860s, where it became an important centre for miners.
At its largest, the town had around 2,500 inhabitants, but the population declined in
the early 1870s, when the gold ran out. The population in 2013 was recorded as

297 people.
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NEW MEMBERS

We hope you’ll take part in many of your local and
national events. Your Area Rep will be pleased to
introduce you to other members in your area.
Our monthly newsletter is an open forum for all
members. If you fancy having a story (and photos)
published about your ride, the rebuild of your bike,
a book you might have read or a movie you have
seen lately, or just want to get something off your
chest about how the club is going, then get in
touch with the Editor no later than the 15th day of
the month preceding publication. We welcome
your contribution.

Hunia RANGI Auckland

Nick LEWIS Auckland

Neil BELWORTHY Taranaki

Alan LLOYD Rangitkei

Jaco DENTON Rangitkei

Antionette DENTON Rangitkei

Kevin BACKHOUSE-SMITH Upper Moutere

Rodney FAULKNER Christchurch

Mike MARSHALL Christchurch

Paul MILLICAN Christchurch

Michael MCKEON Otago & Southland

Sorren WHITEWOOD Otago & Southland
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President’s Podium February 2018

Despite some excellent weather here in Canterbury over the last month (sorry to hear it was a bit tougher for folk
further north), I’ve only managed to get the bike out once since getting back from the Rally. Three of us
undertook a leisurely jaunt over the Malvern Hills in a roundabout way to Lake Coleridge via Terrace Downs and a
run up over the Torlesse Range to Lake Lyndon. While both my companions are members of the club, both are
taking a rest from BMW ownership having the audacity to turn up on a KTM 1090 and Husqvarna 701
respectively. And you know what? It didn’t make a blind bit of difference, other than I had to work a bit harder to
keep up with the pair of them! Nice bikes, good company and an excellent day out is what it’s all about in my
view.

Which got me thinking about us and our branding. You might recall that in the November 2017 newsletter, Grant
posed a question in his letter to the Editor around why we are still calling ourselves the "Owners Register” given

that, since our affiliation with BMW Clubs International in 2007, what we are is the BMW Motorcycle Club - and of New Zealand. He
also raised a point that any potential name change creates an opportunity to revisit our current logo, with a few reasons why this
might not be a bad thing.

A logo is a simply a representation of a brand's attributes, values and personality and, at its best, it is what people remember and the
first thing that comes to mind when they picture a particular brand. I’ve had a look at what a few other BMW clubs have done with
their logos and there are a handful that really stand out, google BMW Motorcycle Club Jacaranda ZA or BMW Motorcycle Club of
Indianapolis and you’ll see what I’m getting at. There are many symbols that are distinctly recognisable as being associated with
New Zealand, and we’re also in a unique position having te reo as an official language.

As a member of the BMWOR for more than half its existence, and one involved with the change of our previous logo to the current as
a result of joining BMW Clubs International, I am acutely aware of our heritage but I also subscribe to the notion that standing still is
as good as going backwards, especially on a Husqvarna 701 I’d imagine. As always, there is a need to move with the times if we are
to remain relevant, which means being open to new ideas and opinions, even the way we do things, to make or keep our
organisation modern.

I’m not proposing an immediate name and logo change with this musing, this is the start of a broader conversation based on some
feedback received following the publication of Grant’s letter, all supporting his sentiment. What I am keen to do is get a broader feel
across our membership as to whether it’s something the Board should put more thought to. We’ll be running a survey over the next
month or so asking a few questions on this topic before anything else happens. If it pans out that there is an appetite for change we’ll
ensure there is full engagement and consultation with you around that.

It’s great to see there are plenty of local events planned over the next couple of months. The next national event is the Annual RAG
Rally at Taylor Memorial Lodge, Pokaka near National Park on the weekend of Saturday 24/Sunday 25Marchl. If you’re a relatively
new member, don’t be shy! Get out to one of these events, pitch in, enjoy yourself and let us get to know you. We are, above all, a
social motorcycle club dedicated to the BMW marque.

Garry

Jackaranda is a brightly coloured tree, and can
also be found in warmer New Zealand climes.

.

When the present club logo was created the
chequered flag represented racing. Racing WAS and
still is the Indianapolis 500. Back then, Local dealer
Pop sold BMW motorcycles, & every day Pop put an ad
in the Indianapolis newspaper: “BMW the Gentleman’s
Machine.” That explains the top hat, which represents
a Gentleman. The circle with the black rule was used to
allow the logo to be but on a white surface.
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Introduction:

The BMW Owners Register is an organisation whose members join together for rides to
nominated venues and for other social occasions. The organiser nominates the
destination and regrouping stages along the way, but otherwise has no influence upon
the way that riders behave on the road. There is no element of organised competition in
the rides.

Riding Code:

1. All register members on register rides shall do so as individuals responsible for their
own safety and shall take into account the safety of others they encounter on the ride.

2. Register members are responsible for ensuring that their motorcycles are in a safe
and legal condition, the minimum being to Warrant of Fitness standards.

3. Riders, pillions, and sidecar passengers where required, shall have as a minimum
Standards New Zealand approved motorcycle helmets, and stout footwear, gloves and
clothing that will be capable of protecting their body in the event of a mishap.

4. Register members are to go to the aid of any others suffering a mishap.

5. Ride organisers shall nominate the destination for the ride as well as any regrouping
locations or other stops. The organiser is not responsible for other riders' behaviour or
safety.

6. Riders shall ride at a speed and in a way that is comfortable for them. Do not ride
outside your personal comfort envelope.

7. If a rider is unfamiliar with the route, they shall arrange to follow another rider who
does know the way and who travels at a comfortable pace.

8. Riders who decide to travel as a group shall adopt a staggered riding formation such
that there is an accepted following distance to the rider immediately in front. A
reasonable following distance is indicated by a time of two seconds between riders for
dry conditions, and longer for inclement conditions and on loose surfaces.

9. The Organiser and or the Register are not responsible for participants' safety, and all
participants participate at their own risk. All participants are aware that they are
travelling on open public roads and are responsible for their own safety and compliance
with all Road Rules and Laws.

BMW Owners Register Risk Management Plan

International Motorcycle Events

See page 12

National BMWOR Events

March 2018 Annual RAG Rally. Pokaka, National Park.

Dawn Chorus, Ruatiti Domain, National Park.

Northland

Contact Area Rep

Auckland

All of 2018: Pay attention to your email, there will be stuff going on. If you don’t get the regular event emails, hunt me down
(steve@ctnsider.co.nz) and get on the list.

March Sunday 4th Café Ride. Fernielea Café 302 Coatesville Riverhead Highway. Make your own way there for 10am or turn up at
my place 9.00am and we’ll head off from there. My address will be included in your Akl area email, if you aren’t on the email schedule
contact me steve@ctnsider.co.nz.

March Monday 12th Monthly meeting Vintage and Veteran Clubrooms 39 Fairfax Ave Penrose 7.30pm. Hoping to have another
aspect of the Stafford’s epic ride from London to Beijing presented. Busy time of the year for them and, to be honest, I haven’t asked
yet.

March Sunday 18th Monthly ride destination Paihia. Meet Starbucks Westgate 9.00am for a 9.30 departure. Our monthly rides can
be subject to change if weather conditions get a bit hideous, it’s important you are on the Akl area email schedule.

April Sunday 1st. This should be the date of our regular café ride but it happens to be right smack in the middle of Easter. The café
ride will be postponed to Sunday 8th April, destination TBA.

April Monday 9th Monthly meeting 7.30pm. Venue TBA.

April Sunday 15th Monthly ride. South Coromandel loop. Meet BP Service Centre Sth M/way between Papakura and Drury off ramps
9.00 for a 9.30 departure.

Waikato

Contact Area Rep

Bay Of Plenty

Contact Area Rep

Taranaki

Contact Area Rep

Rangitikei

Contact Area Rep

East Coast

Contact Area Rep

Wellington

Note – In addition to the events noted here we also undertake ‘Impromptu Rides’ these are offered via email to the membership with
a couple of days notice when the weather looks like being favourable.

Events Calendar
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Sunday – 11 March – Destination Ride – Instincts Café – Eastbourne from 10am

Monday – 12 March - Club Social get together - Petone Working Men’s Club from 6pm

Sunday – 18 March - Monthly Club Ride – Hunterville for Lunch

Sunday – 8 April – Destination Ride – The Front Room Café – Waikanae from 10am

Monday – 9 April - Club Social get together - Petone Working Men’s Club from 6pm

Sunday – 15 April – Monthly Club Ride – Apiti Pub or lunch

Nelson

Contact Area Rep

Marlborough

Contact Area Rep

Canterbury

Club Night - Papanui Club, 310 Sawyers Arms Road.

2nd Wednesday of the month.

• All members – new and old – are welcome – meet for a natter and dinner from 6.30 pm onwards in the Carvery / Club Bar –
meals are a choice of carvery or a la carte. If not a member, ask nicely and one of our regulars will be able to sign you in as a guest.

• Forward dates - 14 March; 11 April; 9 May; 13 June; 11 July; 8 August; 12 September; 10 October; 14 November; 12
December

Saturday 24 - Sunday 25 February: Nelson Two Ways – Hosted by the Avon City Motorcycles team

Join the Avon City Motorcycles team on a ride up to Nelson – and because they couldn't decide if they would take the road or gravel
to get there, they are doing both! Full details are in the attached email - RSVP to Eliot on eashmore@acford.co.nz if you’re keen.

Mid-Week Get-Togethers.

Not bound by the 9 to 5 workaday grind and looking for something motorcycle inclined to do during the week? Let me know your
ideas for a regular mid-week get-together and I’ll get it advertised.

Jo Buckner. - Area Coordinator – Canterbury.

Otago & Southland

Saturday 3rd March: motorcycle marshals for bicycle race Outram - Lee Stream, let me know if you can help.

Sunday 4th March Arrowtown.

Sunday 18th March: British day, Mandeville. Let's go along and enjoy the show.

Weekend 24/25 March Milford Sound overnight Te Anau, or do a day ride if you're more local. Ride in to Milford either Saturday
afternoon or Sunday morning, let me know which you would prefer.

Weekend 31/1 April backup for weather postponement.

Sat 14 April Clyde

Sat 5 May Kaka Point

Sun 20 May Lawrence

Check out T shirts here for good airhead stuff!

https://www.etsy.com/nz/listing/236604199/bmw-airhead-motorcycle-r906-rear-view?ref=related-5
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Area Reports

Auckland

I was about to say that I have no idea where January went but, in hindsight, I know exactly where a big chunk of it went. For a start
the first two weeks involved a bit of a round trip Auckland – Cromwell – Auckland courtesy of the annual rally and AGM. About 13 of
us attended Cromwell so quite a few of the people that make things happen in Akl were missing in action. By the time we all started
to accumulate back in the homeland, magazine deadlines had come and gone, half the month had disappeared and family were
assuming that we were all biked out which provided them some sort of ownership over our attentions (probably fair enough actually).
Reality is that every one of us was grateful to be home but on another level, we could have had a day or so in familiar surrounds,
turned around, and hit the road again. There’s probably some mind numbing boring psychology underpinning that but I care about
the reasons as little as you do. Short version, it’s good to be on the road. Even if we ignore the stories stemming from the road to and
from Cromwell, the rally itself was a great experience. Thanks Barry. I’ve only attended two rallies (Napier and Cromwell) but I’ve
already noted these events really have elements of a family reunion. People who haven’t crossed paths since the last event reunite
and the vacuum of time simply melts away.

So the combination of Cromwell, a couple of long weekends, and further absences due to the Burt Monroe Challenge meant that
nothing of an organised nature happened in Auckland during January. Our usual schedule has kicked in now that we’ve hit February
and hopefully the persistent rain goes away before our first scheduled ride on the 18th.

The worst kept secret has now been made public; Auckland will be hosting the Rally and AGM January 2019. The event will fall on
the second weekend of January and is billed as Paerata 2019 (50 minutes south of the madness). The venue, Wesley College, is a
residential school attached to a 300acre farm about 5 minutes out of Pukekohe. Finding a suitable venue is always the biggest
challenge around organising the rally and in this case the challenge was made even greater as we needed to get away from Auckland
City. Paerata achieves this; it also locates us very close to great sealed and unsealed ride options with adventure riding opportunities
across private land holdings. The area has plenty on offer aside from riding opportunities so the aim is to feature various locations
and activities in the magazine as we tick down the months to Jan 2019.

Watch this space,Stephen.

Rangitikei

Our club ride on 11 February took place with a rather pessimistic forecast in place. We assembled at the Fusion Café in Ashhurst
[See photo page 21] with the Pongaroa pub our lunch destination. Lance N left us after coffee to return home to Whanganui. A
brand new granddaughter to be celebrated!

So four bikes left heading off into a bit of drizzle on the Saddle Road. There was a brief stop at the top of the hill at Mangatiti which is
around 20 minutes from Pongaroa. [Photo page 21.] The comment was made (rather prematurely) that the weather was really quite
pleasant. As soon as we got moving again we were treated to an undie rinsing barrage of proper rain that lasted for the next two
hours. Smart option was to try and wait it out over lunch. Fortunately this approach worked. The return trip weather was much
kinder as we rode Pa Valley Rd then Mangaone Valley Rd out to Pahiatua. All in all it was a really good ride over some fabulous
motorcycle roads.

On 27 January 8 of us assisted with the Gravel and Tar Cycle event with Rob G coordinating the motorcyclists. Robin W was involved
as Commissaire and the rest of us were roving traffic marshals. Based around Pohangina roads we did a mix of surfaces, lots of it
dusty and all of it hot as we kept pace at 50-60 kph with the riders. My bike did read 31.5 air temperature at one point. Good times.

The gravel took its toll on the cyclist’s tyres and only 26 from a starting field of 55 finished.

The organisers were very pleased with our input and we hope to be able to assist again in the future.

Wellington

Impromptu Ride – Hinakura to Admiral Road – Gravel Ride

The weather forecast for Friday 9 February noted showers for the afternoon in the Wairarapa turning to rain in the evening so from
Wellington this ride was going to get done and dusty before the weather turned antisocial.

Two members, Keith Thomson and Peter Nash met at the Caltex Rimutaka for the 10:00hrs departure over the Rimutaka Hill. Traffic
on the ‘Hill’ was the normal Friday morning volume and for a change no stop/go men controlling traffic or any active road works sites.
We were slowed behind a large Tanker truck the driver pulling over into a ‘Slow Vehicle bay’ when he got to one big enough to take
his vehicle.

In Featherston we linked up with member Dave Gamble and then rode through to Martinborough for a coffee and a catch up with
what we had been doing recently. After coffee we rode out on the Hinakura Road which winds over a range and we encountered a
herd of cattle being driven up this road. We continued down to the turn off on to Moeraki Road for the start of the ride through to
Admiral Road. The latter part of the Hinekura Road before the turn off, goes into gravel which was quite evenly spread across the
road and this continued onto the early part of Moeraki Road.

I nearly lost the front twice crossing over the centre of the road and this reminded me of the advice from the ‘Ride Forever’ Instructor
Andrew T to ‘trust the tyres’ so that trust went west for the rest of the gravel part of the ride; added to this was meeting a Rural Post
van coming the other way which gave us a good dusting. At the same time, I was chasing an old ram up the road who finally decided
to get off the road. I have now fitted more appropriate tyres for this type of riding.

As we progressed into this ride the road surface improved to a lighter dusting of gravel and more marked tyre tracks the opening and
closing of 3 gates also served as an opportunity to regroup. The gate opening pauses gave us the opportunity to take in the scenery
which is spectacular particularly from the second gate looking south almost down to the coast.

On one of the sharper corners we approached up hill, was being widened by a digger with a truck taking the excess soil away, these
guys temporarily moved to let us through.

At the end of the gravel we rode out on the Admiral Road to Longbush Road and then on to the Gladstone Inn for lunch. When I was
Cont. Pg 18 ......
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2018 RAG* Rally - Taylor Memorial Lodge, Pokaka
Sat/Sun 24 - 25th March. 2018

Cost: $50.00 per Member or $75.00 per Non-Member (plus $15 for a badge). Includes lodge accommodation/camping and
the spit roast on Saturday night.

You will need: a tent and bedroll if you’re camping (dormitory accommodation is available for about 50 people - first up, best
room), sleeping bag, cup, plate and eating irons.

Please note: Each person to bring vegetables and/or salad for the community pot.

How to get there: Pokaka is on State Highway 4 between National Park and Raetahi.

From the North: From National Park, pass through Waikune and Erua. After passing under the Makatote Viaduct, look for road
sign 'Taylor Memorial Lodge and Pokaka' on the right side of road, pointing across the road, in the direction of the mountain.

From the South (Raetahi), pass through Tohunga Junction (joins up with highway 49 and Ohakune) Horopito, then look for
road sign 'Taylor Memorial Lodge and Pokaka' on left side of road, pointing across the road, in the direction of the mountain.

To secure and pay for your entry, either:

• fill out the booking form below, attach your cheque and post it to RAG Rally, PO Box 109-245, Newmarket, Auckland 1149;

OR

• send an email to secretary@bmwor.org.nz with RAG Rally in the subject line with the details required on the booking form
below in the text and pay by internet banking to the BMWOR 'Event' account 031519-0034447-01 (please include your
surname as the payee and 'RAG' as a reference).

Please note: 2018 RAG Rally badges will only be available for entries received by 5:00 pm Friday 23 February, otherwise
bookings must be received by Friday 9 March for catering purposes.

......................................................................................................................................................................................................

RAG* Rally Booking Form

Name ..............................................................

Membership No .............................

Please book me and the following people: ...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

Number of Members attending ……...………............ @ $50.00 each = $..........................

Number of Non-Members attending………….....…...@ $75.00 each = $.........................

Number of badges required ......................................... @ $15.00 each = $..........................

 My cheque for $ ........................ is attached……………....… 

 I have paid via Internet Banking…………...……………….… Please tick one....

*RAG stands for Rough As Guts, but it isn't really.
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Now that we are safely back home from the Cromwell rally,
everything is unpacked and washed, the lawns are mown and the
garden weeded, there’s time to reflect on the rally and those we
have attended in the past.

In 1990, Norman bought a green R100RT and joined the register.
Early in January 1991 we set off from Wellington for our first
BMWOR rally. We joined the Porirua motorway at Johnsonville
behind an R65RT and followed it to Mangaweka. We stopped
there for coffee and made the acquaintance of Barry Richardson.
He had recently joined the register and it was his first rally also. At
Turangi, we three teamed up with Gill and Paul Edlington, and
have remained friends. At that rally, Bill McLellan showed Norman
his Reynolds ride-off stand. We immediately bought one and it
made the R100RT much more user friendly.

28 Rallies
Marie Nichol

We have attended every rally since that first one, and they now number 28, all different and all enjoyable, but some more memorable
than others. One that comes to mind is Otaki in 1993 when Henry collided with a fence. The following year we met at Lake Ohau
and the campers set up their tents amongst a field of lupins.

Greymouth in 1998, was the smallest rally we have attended but one of the most enjoyable with everyone encouraged to take part in
the paddock games, and a great evening at Shantytown. We farewelled Max, Rastus and Gaynor there, then a few days later
members met again at their funeral. They were real motorcycle ambassadors. I recall the family in the next unit at the Greymouth
holiday park ignoring us until Max, Rastus and Gaynor stopped to say goodbye, the family joined in and subsequently were very
friendly.

The Millennium rally at Oamaru was memorable for being so
cold, also the lovely dinners arranged by Noel and Maria
complete with bus transport. The rally in 2002 was in Picton; we
debated whether to take a bike or attend on foot. We did take the
bike, by this time an R1100RT (also green), purchased new in
2000, but it was a short trip on the North Island side of around
5km, and then 1km in the South Island to the rally site. We felt
duty bound to ride around Queen Charlotte Sound to justify
taking it.

In 2003 I recall another Turangi rally and a treasure hunt around
the mountains in very hot weather. At New Plymouth, in 2005,
paddock games were dispensed with and a Poker Run around
the district organised instead. I won this and was that year’s
recipient of the Rick Kirkman Trophy in recognition.

In 2009, Norman bought the 1992 Amethyst R100R from David

Boyes, previously owned by Ross Williams, and since then he has
had a choice of bike to ride to the rally.

Most rides to South Island rallies have included Arthur’s Pass,
either to or from the rally, usually from the West Coast, Norman’s
favourite ride. This year, that ride was very special on a calm
cloudless day with flowering rata in Otira Gorge.

Earlier rallies were organised by the President and Executive, with
help from the local Area. However, latterly they have been picked
up by a local member or Area. This year’s organiser, Barry
Richardson, has organised three – one at Alexandra and two in
Cromwell. We have enjoyed the wine tours associated with those.
I have assisted with the organisation of three North Island rallies,
which has meant my travelling to them by car (BMW of course)
although Norman has ridden. Over the years rallies have become
more structured, especially now that they incorporate the AGM.
Today’s rallies are a far cry from the do-it-yourself events of the
1990s. After 28 I can say it’s the people that make the rallies so
enjoyable and long may they continue.

.

R1100RT

.

Gaynor, Max & Rastus

.

R100RT

A great idea for a story from Marie. Is there anyone out there who can better 28 and is prepared to tell their story? - Editor.
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R100R

"The connection to place, to the land, the wind, the sun, stars, the moon... it sounds romantic, but it's true - the visceral
experience of motion, of moving through time on some amazing machine - a few cars touch on it, but not too many compared
to motorcycles. I always felt that any motorcycle journey was special."

Antoine Predock – Architect

"I enjoy going on motorcycle trips and stopping in small towns and enjoying drinks with the locals."

George Clooney - Actor

"The best way for guys to communicate is just don't talk to each other for nine hours. That's why I like long motorcycle rides.
It's a great way for guys to socialize and not socialize."

Justin Theroux - Actor
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Welcome to the BMW Motorrad International GS Trophy Central Asia 2018.
13.02.2018 Press Release

The GS Trophy is heading to Mongolia in June 2018 for what will be its biggest challenge yet. With three new teams joining the
competition (Australia, India and a second International Female Team) and now with eight days of competition, to allow for the huge
distances, the sixth BMW Motorrad International GS Trophy, the Central Asia 2018 edition, is set to break all records.

Encountering... everything!

Each of the previous GS Trophies has found its own theme as the competition has hopped from continent to continent. Some have
been about mountains or vast volcanic plateaux, others about desert, and the last (in 2016) took the GS riders into the steamy South
East Asian rain forests. For 2018, Mongolia will offer much more in just the one experience as the riders will venture from mountains
to the desert via the vast Mongolian Steppe (high-altitude grasslands). The scale, for this edition, is truly epic. Unquestionably this is
the kind of experience that adventure riders dream about.

About Mongolia.

Mongolia is both vast (at 1.5 million square kilometres it’s about three times the size of Germany) and sparsely populated – with a
population of just 3 million you’d have to travel to Antarctica to find a lesser populated region!

The country is of course best known for having been the seat of power for the Mongolian Empire when in the 13th century Genghis
Khan created the biggest contiguous empire ever known to history. Today, some 30% are still said to be following the centuries-old
nomadic horse culture, crossing the steppe each season to graze their livestock, principally yaks and camels.

Where is Mongolia? From Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia’s capital, to Munich (home of BMW Motorrad) is about 8250km by road and track, a
journey that typically takes around three weeks. It’s still13 hours by plane. It shares its southern border with China while Russia
(essentially Siberia) lies to the north. The plateau sits at an altitude of around 1000-1500m above sea level and this will keep the
temperatures cooler, the participants should expect anything between frost-nipped 0ºC nights through to about 25ºC during the
day. Conditions can nonetheless get pretty extreme – high winds and dust storms are not uncommon. And while Mongolia is a
surprisingly sunny country (averaging around 250 sunny days a year) summer is the rainy season!

All this means the GS riders will need to be ready to deal with a whole range of terrain types as they’ll travel across mountains,
through canyons, across the steppe and into desert. So that’s rock, gravel, grasses, probably mud and finally sand, with all kinds of
elevations and gradients to contend with.

About the GS Trophy.

The GS Trophy is a celebration of the spirit of the BMW GS motorcycle, bringing together those elements of leisure, adventure and
challenge that this bike engenders. The Central Asia 2018 event is the sixth edition of the GS Trophy, the previous editions took
place in South East Asia (Thailand) in 2016, North America (Canada) in 2014, South America (Chile, Argentina) in 2012, South Africa
(SA, Swaziland, Mozambique) in 2010 and North Africa) (Tunisia) in 2008. This edition will see 18 teams competing, comprising 54
riders.

The event is not a race but a team competition, pitching the GS-riding international contingent against each other in a series of
challenges – and not all involve riding. With the competitors camped nightly in a bivouac, the event also fosters a sense of
brotherhood, sisterhood – and camaraderie. The successful team will be respectful of their environment, sympathetic to their
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machinery and understanding of team-mates.

The event begins on June 1, 2018 when the competitors will arrive at the event HQ in Ulaanbataar for a programme of rider
briefings, bike allocations and media meetings.

The competition itself will start on June 3 and ends on June 10.

Follow the event.

BMW Motorrad will provide a multi-channel media experience during the event, details of which will be released closer to the time.
For now you can find out more about the event and the teams at the dedicated website: www.gstrophy.com .

You will find press material on BMW motorcycles and BMW Motorrad rider equipment in the BMW Group PressClub at
www.press.bmwgroup.com.

The BMW Group

With its four brands BMW, MINI, Rolls-Royce and BMW Motorrad, the BMW Group is the world’s leading premium manufacturer of
automobiles and motorcycles and also provides premium financial and mobility services. The BMW Group production network
comprises 31 production and assembly facilities in 14 countries; the company has a global sales network in more than 140
countries.

In 2017, the BMW Group sold over 2,463,500 passenger vehicles and more than 164,000 motorcycles worldwide. The profit before
tax in the financial year 2016 was approximately € 9.67 billion on revenues amounting to € 94.16 billion. As of 31 December 2016,
the BMW Group had a workforce of 124,729 employees.

The success of the BMW Group has always been based on long-term thinking and responsible action. The company has therefore
established ecological and social sustainability throughout the value chain, comprehensive product responsibility and a clear
commitment to conserving resources as an integral part of its strategy.

www.bmwgroup.com

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/BMWGroup

Twitter: http://twitter.com/BMWGroup

YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/BMWGroupview

Google+: http://googleplus.bmwgroup.com

https://www.press.bmwgroup.com/global/article/detail/T0278522EN/welcome-to-the-bmw-motorrad-international-gs-trophy-
central-asia-2018
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3,370 Km’s

(Or, ‘The Ride, Not The Rally’.) Dave Morris
Once I had decided to go to the rally, I
started to make a list of the places and
things I wanted to visit and do.

First off, I wanted to travel solo. This would
give me the freedom that I wanted to do
when and where I wanted. Contrarily, I
planned the trip based on day to day
accomplishments. Paramount was knowing
that I had a bed each night. (In other words,
booked.)

Planning for the 2018 Rally started early.
Once the rally registration was done, I
drafted up an initial route, based on 200 –
300 kilometres a day: Whoa! Too many
days)! Long enough to know it was too much
time away from home; long enough in know I
would get bike-sore for too much riding and
staying in one (riding) position all day. And
sure, layovers are great – just tack them
around the days already calculated for the
trip: Back to drawing board from a different
angle. This time divide the days into the
planned time away and the route. This was
better; Two days of around 400 K’s. One was
before the event and the other, after: I could
live with that.

So now I had the key factors taken care of
and paid for:

Registration,

Ferry booking,

Accommodation (- deposits).

This time I tried something different with the ferries. Working the day backward, (again) I timed the Picton berthing to give me a good
day’s travel. (Westport was to be first night.) A cabin was only $30: Cheaper than some backpackers. Including ensuite and wake-up
call. The early start (at this time of the year) is quite enjoyable: Little traffic and beautiful sunrise – behind you!

Planning this event early meant I was able to create the ‘to-do’ list as the time came closer to the Rally date.

The todos I wanted to happen were;

Return to Denniston The Lost Gypsy

Kawatiri Organic Coffee Fleurs Place

Tarras Cups Waipara Sleepers

Cemetery search Wyndham Town welcome photos
Cosy Nook

So here’s what eventuated.

1 Return to Denniston. 20 kilometres north of Westport is the coal mining area which includes Denniston, rising over 600
metres above sea level.

I have an empathy with this place. I have no connection in my family tree with it, but I think it came about after reading “The
Denniston Rose” book by Jenny Pattrick. It was a best seller about 6 or so years ago.

During a casual conversation with Peter T, I asked if he had been there. No, was the reply. So we arranged to meet at Westport and
take the short trip up to the plateau.

If you have been to the Vietnam Memorial Wall in Washington D.C, you will be aware of the spiritual presence over the place. I find
that same feeling at Denniston on the plateau. And Denniston life was hard; really HARD. Cold, wet, hard physical labour in appalling
working conditions and mud was constant. I imagine as bad as France during the Great War. It was a trap for some people. There
were 2 ways up. Hitch a ride in a dirty open coal wagon or walk a bridal path through the bush.The settlement in its heyday could
boast of 4 stores, 3 hotels and a number of churches and Lodge groups. The population at around 1910 for the Plateau top was
around 1400.

2. Kawatiri Organic Coffee. If you can recall an item in the Dec/Jan 2017-18 newsletter, there was a story and photos of the
South Island RAG Rally at St. Arnaud. On page 10 there was a photo of the Berlin Café. An advertising board was in the foreground
for Kawatiri coffee. Something I do, is buy locally roasted coffee beans when on the road. They are easy to carry and take absolutely
no room in the bag. I bought a couple of 200g packs of these at a supermarket in Westport. The roasting is done in Westport. (The
bags are not yet opened at time of writing.)

3. Tarras Cups. I live in Tarras Grove, have two souvenir coffee cups unique to Tarras (the Otago settlement from where
our street name comes from). I was going to add to the collection, but they are now not available.

Now the Rally and AGM take their course, or, Rally weekend.
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4. Cemetery search Wyndham. I knew Monday after
the Rally was going to be a big day (riding). I wanted to get as far
west as Tuatapere and south as Bluff and finish the trip at
Waikawa in the east. I travelled State Highway 8 as it was the
shortest way to Wyndham. As a bonus I had to swing by Millers
Flat and see it for myself. It was mentioned recently in an Area
report from Otago/Southland. I was too early for a coffee, but got
chatting to the manageress of the motor camp. She said they
had come down from Levin and they love it there.

I was surprised how big Gore was. I stopped there only for the
trout photo and refuel. Wyndham cemetery was easy to find.
Cheryl’s Grandfather’s side were living in this area and although I
found some names I have yet still to check my data base for the
family history. The cemetery is a way out of town, but I was
impressed how tidy and well cared for it was.

5. Cosy Nook. A few months ago I happened across
a photo in a magazine while waiting in the doctor’s waiting room.
I was mesmerised by the rugged beauty of this very small bay.
When I saw it was ‘on my route’ for the return Rally trip, I had to
visit. (Picture on the cover of last month’s Newsletter.) I had
planned to visit Bluff as my bike was sold out of Wellington
(Motorad) and I bought it in Whangarei. I needed the signpost
and the bike together in a photo. I was not disappointed with
Cosy Nook. I placed it on the cover of February’s newsletter. I
was close to Tuatapere so swung up there for a coffee and bite.
Then back to Bluff. I was impressed with the sign as one comes
into town. (See photo.) By this time, I was ready to finish riding –
but I still had to get to Waikawa. With some guess work and gut
feeling to get out of town (Invercargill) I asked a Harley rider the
way. Above the noise, I managed to catch ‘… second turn left.’
And with that, I was on-track. It seemed ages before I got to
Tokanui, (should have got gas here [!]), and then Waikawa. The
lodge was quaint; and as they were in a drought (tank water), he
was not taking any bookings, so I had a room to myself.
6. The Lost Gypsy. He was closed: I was too early! I wasn’t going to wait.

7. Fleurs Place. Moeraki wharf. Sign said, “Closed Mondays and Tuesdays.” I knew that but had to go out there. World
renowned chef, Fleur Sullivan owns and runs this popular restaurant and I had to go there. It wasn’t to be.

This day was Waikawa to Oamaru for travel. A good short trip. An early start on Wednesday morning: It’s a long day today, and it’s
raining – all day. The only stops I made are for fuel and food. Wednesday (and Thursday) – I did not enjoy. Two days of continual rain,
and I’m running out of dry clothing. It is Wednesday after the Rally, and I am wondering how many others are still returning to home,
and where are they?

8. Waipara Sleepers. While looking for accommodation, I was intrigued with this place. They have moved 4 railway carriages
onto the site and turned them into sleeping units. While the idea is novel, the biggest thing against them was the access into the
units. I was there in the rain and I thought it was difficult to climb the steps. By building a raised walkway, the problem could be
solved.

9. Town welcome photos. I have got into a habit of taking photos of new places I visit. It has to include the bike. I certainly
scored on this trip. It started off with the council sign that might read (e.g.) ‘Welcome to Hastings’ – or it might have to be (out of
necessity), the NZTA green sign, ‘Engineers Camp’. I vary the listings now: DOC signage, Company signs, Motor Camps, schools –
the list is diverse.

My last night in the South Island
is near the junction of State
Highway 6 and SH 63: Sort of
between Murchison and Saint
Arnard. - Glenhope, if you know
it.

So there you have it. The ride to
Picton on the last day was in
light drizzle rain for the most
part, but making good time, I
managed successfully to be
stand-by for the earlier sailing to
the North Island. I was still in wet
clothing when I arrived home in
time for an evening meal. First
thing I did was to get into dry
warm clothing and it worked I
avoided any health issues. To
quote other contributors: All in
all a good trip.
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UNIT
GARAGE

Located on the
East coast of Italy,
more or less
200Km south of
Venice, and a
stone’s throw from
the enclaved
microstate of San
Marino, is the town
of San Clemente.
Unit Garage
specialise in
creating and
modifying bikes.
One bike in
particular they
have called the
K120R, is a variant
of the R1200R and
one option for the
styling gives us a
slash/ model look.

This is a good link to start with: https://www.unitgarage.com/kit_for_bmw

https://www.unitgarage.com/contacts Good news is there are two dealers nearby in Australia.



17

Good gear from Italy!

Check this out for Kaikoura road update:

https://www.nzta.govt.nz/assets/projects/kaikoura-earthquake-response/kaikoura-earthquake-update-20170217.pdf
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...... Cont from pg 8

22 and bullet proof doing a bit of road racing I can remember riding in a Hill Climb meeting on Admiral Hill Road and for the life of me
I cannot work out which bit of this road was used I suspect it has been straightened and widened over the years. Lunch at the
‘gladdy’ was their normal bar snack fare which was and gave us time to continue catching up in a relaxed environment.

The ride back to Wellington down SH2 was uneventful with the traffic volume starting to increase as the afternoon progressed. The
home to home distance was 233 kms riding with 2 great riding companions and enjoyable accept for some of the gravel which with a
combination of still being a bit tentative getting back on the gravel and tyres not exactly fit for purpose, otherwise a great days riding.

Peter Nash

Canterbury

Thank you to Barry and Sue for organising another fabulous Annual Rally in Cromwell – a great event and as always good company
from around NZ. Garry and I enjoyed our ride down via favourite shingle roads – Mackenzie Pass, the Hakataramea and Danseys
Pass - and enjoyed seeing a good number of our Canterbury members at stops along the way. I crossed Skippers Canyon off my
bucket list – in hindsight, I might not have chosen to take the F700GS in if I’d known it was quite that tight with opposing traffic.
Anyway, apart from my small detour into a boatshed, it was a fabulous ride – thanks to Grant Hyde who came down to the river and
helped me turn around!

By the time you read this we will have had our “Ride to Remember Lex” where a group of us are joining Warren on a return ride
through the beautiful Leader Valley in North Canterbury. It’s a great ride through a beautiful area – a ride that Lex always enjoyed.
Photos and story will be in the next edition – including Warren’s efforts with pizza and desserts back at his place.

Next, at the club night dinner this week, a small group of us accepted a challenge from the Patriots Motorcycle Club to do the Tranz
Alpine Scooter Safari on Saturday 19 May. This is a biennial charity event involving riding 250kms coast-to-coast, up and over the
Southern Alps from Christchurch to Hokitika to raise funds for the New Zealand Cancer Society.

We are now on the lookout for a cheap scooter or two that can be themed up for the weekend – let me know if you can help out.
Garry has offered to drive the support vehicle with trailer, thermos and blankets (hopefully not required on the day!). Will you join us –
are you up for the challenge?

And finally, I need to hand over the Area Rep reins to a new team by the end of March. I have just accepted an exciting South Island
regional management role with the Ministry for Primary Industries. With even more out of town travel on the cards for me, it is now
time for someone else (hopefully plural) to take on being our Area Rep. Please give me a call on 027 241 0611 or drop me a line on
jo.buckner@live.com if you would like to discuss.

Keep it shiny side up, Jo Buckner.

Otago & Southland

Nothing much to report by way of rides; a few of us went to Invercargill last Sunday to watch the road races, but they were cancelled
due to a combination of oiled track and rain. Much disappointment for participants and spectators alike.

I'm sure others have done more justice to the Annual Rally than I can. Full marks to Barry and everybody else involved in organizing a
great event. I'll admit to being the first (but perhaps not the most spectacular) "unplanned dismount" in the gymkhana. And the
chance to ride a couple of laps of the Highlands circuit was much appreciated.

Cheers, Andy.
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DAWN CHORUS 2018

The popular Dawn Chorus will be held once again in the idyllic and peaceful Ruatiti Domain. The nearest town is Ohakune and
Raetihi.

This overnighter has become the established harbinger for the RAG Rally.

There is no standing accommodation at this domain. Camping, caravan or motor-home is the only choice. There is no cost for a
site and toilet and shower facilities are there.

More info about the Domain can be found here, including maps:

http://www.ruapehudc.govt.nz/SiteCollectionDocuments/Brochures/Parks%20and%20Rerserves/parks%20reserves%20-
%20ruatiti%20domain.pdf

Date: Friday March, 23rd 2018.

You will need to be self-sufficient with shelter, appropriate clothing, bedding and food, including cooking and utensils. Usually we
have breakfast ‘down the road’. Some of us carry on to BMWOR RAG Rally from there.

Join up with riding mates and make your own way to the venue. Preferred camping area is down toward the junction of the two
rivers.

Contact for questions and info: editor@bmworlorg.nz

Area Reports -- Photos

Wellinton Area: Akitio Ride. Peter Nash and Neil Bartlett. Photo; Ken Wilson.
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One Cromwell highpoint: 1300 Mtrs

Photo Andy Hutcheon

Right: Mangatiti Hill.

Below: Fusion Cafe at Ashurst.

Photos Barry Petherick.
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Marketplace Marketplace is a service for members of BMWOR of NZ. Advertisements will be accepted
from members, commercial traders and non-members when it is considered in our members'
interest to do so. No charge is made for Marketplace advertising. The Editor and Executive
reserve the right to reject or modify any advertisement considered inappropriate and take no
responsibility for errors or omissions, the quality of items, claims made, or for any
transactions that ensue.
Advertisements run for 3 months from the date first published unless otherwise arranged
with the Editor.

On occasion Star Insurance sell parts from
insurance wrecks through TradeMe. Take
a look at the Star Insurance web site for
details:

www.star.insurance.co.nz

FOR SALE

Berik One Piece Racing Leathers worn to 4 track days, no offs,
size Large, brand new condition $600.00

Gaerne mens boots with Drytech liner size 44, good condition
$100.00

Gaerne womans boots with Drytech liner size 43, worn twice as
pillion $150.00 Phone Mary on 021 942 689. (2)

At what age is it appropriate to tell my dog that he's adopted?

Young riders pick a destination and go... Old riders pick a direction and go.

The road to success is always under construction.
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NORTHLAND

Ian Macartney
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northland@bmwor.org.nz

AUCKLAND
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auckland@bmwor.org.nz

WAIKATO

Chris (Chocky) Talbot
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Barry Petherick
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06 844 4751
eastcoast@bmwor.org.nz
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