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Aon have been proud sponsors and the preferred insurance broker to the BMWMC for more than 10 years.
Our exclusive offering to BMWMC members includes discounted rates and enhanced policy cover.

Key features include:
•
•
•

Age, multiple bike, loyalty, trike, Named Rider and Restricted

•

Roadside assistance for comprehensive cover

Usage discounts available



Automatic Riding Apparel cover

New replacement motorcycle for total loss within 24 months of



Optional Replacement Riding Apparel cover

registration as a new motorcycle up to 30,000km



Nil excess for one claim within 12 months with a Ride

Windscreen/shield, headlights or tail lights covered with nil

Forever training course certificate

excess

Talk to your Aon broker today.
Email | Jodie.mctavish@aon.com

Call | 0800 65 62 64
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New Members
We hope you’ll take part in many of your local and national events.
Your Area Rep will be pleased to introduce you to other members
in your area. Our monthly newsletter is an open forum for all
members. If you fancy having a story (and photos) published
about your ride, the rebuild of your bike, a book you might
have read or a movie you have seen lately, or just want to get
something off your chest about how the club is going, then get
in touch with the Editor no later than the 15th day of the month
preceding publication. We welcome your contribution.
Grant MCMILLAN - AUCKLAND
Bruce MORRISON - WELLINGTON
Graeme SUTHERLAND WAIKATO
Bruce STUART - AUCKLAND

MEMBER REPRESENTATIVE
Dale Grover
03 546 9771 or 027 297 1759
memberrep@bmwor.org.nz
BMWMC GEAR
Ian Sowden
regalia@bmwor.org.nz
EDITOR
Dave Oldershaw
029 200 3679

Please Note: Any material intended for publication in the
newsletter should reach the Editor no later than the 15th day
of the month preceding publication. The newsletter is an open
forum for all members. Views expressed by members may not
necessarily represent the views of BMWOR of NZ. Publication
of all material is subject to the Editor’s discretion. Photos are
courtesy of article authors unless otherwise specified.
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Cover: Tibsy playing Golf

starinsure.co.nz

The motorcycle insurance
revolution began here.
Let us protect you from a disaster at claims time.
Before we launched in the 80s, specialised motorcycle insurance didn’t exist.
Today, we provide the most highly tuned, customised motorcycle insurance
available. If you’re not with us, you have everything to gain by visiting our
website anytime for a no-pressure, online quote. We’ll then personally
customise it with options you can choose. The only harm in not getting
a quote from Star could be when you make a claim.
Get the best protection for your bike and gear before you need it.

Find us online: starinsure.co.nz

Give us a call on: 0800
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Presidents Podium

President’s Podium

Garry
Williams
President’s
Podium
November 2018

Wow, my last podium as your club’s President this term and the last newsletter for 2018. I’m not entirely
sure how the year has gone by so quickly, maybe it’s an age thing, but it’s been a pretty full on year!
I’ve been out on the bike a bit too, the recent South Island RAG Rally being one of the highlights in the last
month or so. Our Canterbury Area Rep, Julie, pulled a masterstroke in securing the Top10 Holiday Park in
Geraldine as the venue. The 30 or so members, including Richard and Janine from Auckland, had a huge
amount of fun. Aside from great riding, there were lots of laughs over the weekend and a bit of silliness from
time to time as well. Just like it should be!

Just last weekend, my good friend Chris and I hosted a couple of guys I went to welding school with in
I want
to
restraint
shown
the
Wellington
andcommend
two of their friends you
looking all
for anfor
adventure
between Hanmer
Springsduring
and Waiau on
a fourlock-down
day South Island in relation to
tour. Suffice to say we were happy to accommodate and, with the help of local landowners, arranged a route across the Amuri
getting
out
an
about
on
the
bike.
I
certainly
hope
you’re
making
upthefor it now. I’m
Saddle loosely following one undertaken on a Yamaha Safari I recall doing back in 2009. Despite impressive rainfall figures
Thursday prior we had no worries crossing the Hanmer River, enjoyed a sublime ride over Birch Topping and Balcadine, reveled
very
pleased to say I’ve been out on the HP2 every day since the country moved to
in the great conditions over the Lowry Hills and had a hilarious time navigating Random Spur Road, the last couple of
in ankle
kilometers
Alert
Level
2.deep mud. Our northern brethren turned left at Cheviot heading for an overnight stay in Kaikoura while
Chris and I headed home via Cathedral Cliffs, the Blythe Valley and Motunau Beach, just because we could. It was a wicked
day, awesome company, and lots of good laughs.

Pretty much all of this was organised over a week or two through social media and various photos and commentary
subsequently posted on our club Facebook page amongst others. It’s one of the benefits of platforms like Facebook, in my
view an invaluable way of keeping in touch with people you otherwise wouldn't see on a regular basis, and enabling others to
hear about real-time events and gatherings you might otherwise miss.

Covid-19 is contained, but there’s still a risk of community transmission with a number
ofother
active
casescanstill
in train.
Areagiven
Reps
have
advised
that
the fundamental
On the
hand, Facebook
be annoying
and confusing
that there
are fewbeen
restrictions
on what groups
or pages
people can set up and what they call themselves. I’ve been fielding a number of calls from members around some confusion
principles
the
Club
is operating
under
Alert Level 2 are about reducing the
“BMW
Riders NZ”,
and what relationship
it has withduring
the club.
with a group called
BMW
Riders
NZ
is
a
page
that
has
been
set
up
by
one
of
our
members.
As
I
understand
therecan
was a track
time back when
possibility
of members getting sick, making sure it,we
andOSH
trace for anyone
issues became such that operating and organising a ride for the BMWOR Auckland Branch became quite onerous. The local
Auckland
Branch riders
decided
that asick,
means and
by whichthat
they could
communicate) on a more
basis would
that
actually
does
get
werideall(andunderstand
thiscasual
is not
a return to “norinclude a webpage/face book page for those riders who attended the rides under the title Auckland BMW Riders. Although
predominantly owners of BMWs and members of BMWOR, all makes were encouraged. For reasons unbeknown, this then
mal”.
morphed into BMW Riders NZ.

Like I said, if a person wants to start a social network inspired club or page, there’s nothing stopping them from doing so and
naming it whatever they want. There is a plethora of BMW related pages and groups on Facebook, just as you’ll find many
Harley and Triumph brand interest groups and other riding-type interest groups (distance, adventure, touring, etc.) out there.

Currently,
social gatherings are restricted to groups of up to 10, if following public
There are two clubs in New Zealand currently authorised by BMW to provide a home for owners post purchase and others
embracing
the
brand.
One of these
the BMW
other one is us. on the 25th May. We have asked Area
health guidance’
butisthis
isCartoClub,
bethereviewed
To be clear, our club Facebook page is BMW Motorcycle Club - New Zealand. The distinction is that, as the only current official
Reps
to factor
this
in tothrough
any our
rides
they
organising
until
are relaxed
Clubs restrictions
International, we
BMW Motorcycle
Club in
New Zealand
relationship
withare
BMW Motorrad
NZ and BMW
enjoy the benefits of BMW’s Corporate Identity and we’re able to use the BMW roundel and other copy-write collateral in any of
further.
our settings.
In the spirit of co-operation between New Zealand’s two official BMW clubs, I’m delighted that the President of the BMW Car
Club has reached out to organise a joint car/bike weekend based in Turangi for the last weekend of March 2019. We’ve been
talking about such events for some time; it’s great we can now make it happen. More detail will be out about that soon.

It’s been a with
really good
year in the main, I medical
have enjoyed this
past term as President
immensely andif
thank
all members
of the
People
underlying
conditions,
especially
not
well-controlled,
and
current Board for the way in which each has undertaken their responsibilities and particular tasks over the year. We work well
together as are
a team, still
partnering
up and bringing
our collective strengths
to our purpose.
seniors
being
encouraged
to take
additional precautions when leaving home
I also want to acknowledge and thank our Area Reps, Editor, Gear Shop administrator and all the other great people who help
soourthat’s
something
about
if you’re joining an Area ride. Above all
club operate
in the way it does. Ityou
is a realneed
privilegedto
to bethink
part of such
a great team!
And a big
you” topersonal
you too. Your commitment
to membership ofto
our club
is veryothers
much appreciated.
else,
it “thank
is your
responsibility
keep
around you safe. If you are on
Jo and I hope to catch up with you at the Annual Rally in January, and we’re very much looking forward to the journey north.
a No
ride
or
with
members,
keep
others. If you’re
matter
howsocialising
you celebrate it, I wish
you allother
the happiness
the Christmas season
can your
bring, anddistance
may it follow youfrom
throughout
the coming year. Wherever your travels take you; have fun and make good decisions!
sick,
don’t
go
on
a
ride
or
socialise
with
other
members.
Garry

I’m backSTART
at work
in our Christchurch office and, while I enjoyed 8 weeks or so “workPLANNING NOW!
ing from home”, it’s been great to re-connect in person with a lot of people I spent
RAGinRally
a lot of time with
Zoom meetings. The weirdest thing has been getting used to
is next on our Calendar after the AGM/Annual Rally.
wearing
dress
shoes
More detail to follow next month, again.
but this meeting usually
falls on the Weekend of Daylight Savings eve.

We’re still planning for the South Island RAG Rally. Unless something untoward happens and we find ourselves back in Alert Level 3 or 4, it will be in North
Canterbury
5
on Labour Weekend and it will be awesome! With the North Island RAG rescheduled
the weekend before (16/17 October) there’s also every opportunity to treat yourself
to doing both, you have earned it!
Planning is also well underway for the Annual Rally in Taranki next January. Registration forms for that will be available soon.
In the meantime all the best - stay safe!
Garry
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BMW Motorcycle Club of Aotearoa New Zealand - Risk
Management Plan
The BMW Motorcycle Club of Aotearoa New Zealand is
an organisation whose members join together for rides
to nominated venues and for other social occasions. The
organiser nominates the destination and regrouping
stages along the way, but otherwise has no influence
upon the way that riders behave on the road. There is no
element of organised competition in the rides.

Riding Code
1.

All Club members on Club rides shall do so as
individuals responsible for their own safety and shall
take into account the safety of others they encounter
on the ride.

2.

Club members are responsible for ensuring that their
motorcycles are in a safe and legal condition, the
minimum being to Warrant of Fitness standards.

3.

Riders, Pillions and sidecar passengers where required,
shall have as a minimum standard New Zealand
Approved Motorcycle Helmets, and stout footwear,
gloves and clothing that will be capable of protecting
their body in the event of a mishap.

4.

Club Members are to go to the aid of any others
suffering a mishap.

5.

Rider organisers shall nominate the destination for the
ride as well as any regrouping locations or other stops.
The organiser is not responsible for the other riders’
behaviour or safety.

6.

Riders shall ride at a speed and in a way that is
comfortable for them. Do not ride outside your
personal comfort envelope.

7.

If a rider is unfamiliar with the route, they shall arrange
to follow another rider who does know the way and
who travels at a comfortable pace.

8.

Riders who decide to travel as a group shall adopt
a staggered riding formation such that there is an
accepted following distance to the rider immediately in
front. A reasonable following distance is indicated by a
time of two seconds between riders for dry conditions
and longer for inclement conditions and on loose
surfaces.

9.

The Ride Organiser and or the Club are not responsible
for the participants’ safety, and all participants
participate at their own risk. All participants are aware
that they are travelling on open public roads and are
responsible for their own safety and compliance with
the Road Rules and Laws.

Marketplace
Marketplace is a service for members of BMWOR of NZ.
Advertisements will be accepted from members, commercial
traders and non-members when it is considered in our
members' interest to do so. No charge is made for
Marketplace advertising. The Editor and Executive reserve the
right to reject or modify any advertisement considered
inappropriate and take no responsibility for errors or
omissions, the quality of items, claims made, or for any
transactions that ensue.
Advertisements run for 3 months from the date first published
unless otherwise arranged with the Editor.

Sarah Croucher is offering Mike's old gear:
Spidi jacket On Track
lady's Hydroguard jacket 12/40
BMW Tourguard jacket s54
BMW Motorrad jacket liner
one Nolan Classic Plus helmet Xl
one BMW helmet 59/60
one HJC helmet s58
one Schuberth helmet 60/61
one leather racing suit
one B&W Hot Shots racing suit (speedway) Tecnic
one pair BMW motorcycle boots s47 (European size)
one Frank Thomas boots sz11
She is not fussed about any money for it but koha
would be appropriate. Her phone number is (06) 8777149 if anyone has any questions about it.
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On occasion Star Insurance
sell parts from insurance
wrecks through TradeMe.
Take a look at the Star
Insurance web site for details:
www.star.insurance.co.nz

More details and update on page 17
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d members’ two year terms expire at the AGM in January 2019, therefore election to each position for a further
This is in accordance with BMWOR’s constitution, which is available on the club website at www.bmwor.org.nz.

members of the Board received by the closing date of 15 November 2018 are as follows:

nt:

esident:

er:
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Events Calendar

NationalGarry
EventsWilliams
- Link for -country-wide
events:
1510
https://www.mnz.co.nz/events

Grant Aislabie - 2621

Taranaki Robin
- Our monthly
day on 2nd Sunday will be
Wood –ride
2560
14th June, so will email a bit closer depending on the
Ross
3161
weather.David
Put this
date –aside
and plan for a nice sealed
road rideChris
( no gravel
)
some
Souness – place
3272for food, drink and
a natter. Other impromptu events will be notified by
Dale Grover – 3170.
text or email.
Ray 3214

de after 15 November 2018 can only be presented at the Annual General Meeting.

the AGM will be sent out on Sunday 23 December and will include details of the business at hand that includes:

s of the previous meeting,

report from the Board,

al statements for the financial year, including income and expenditure, balance sheet for the past year and the
me and expenditure for the current year,

n of Officers

mits, notice of motion or anything to be included as business beyond that prescribed above that the Secretary
or to the 20th day before the AGM (which is Sunday 23 December 2018)
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Area Reports
Rangitikei - An Honour Bestowed

He was thrilled and honoured. It became apparent that
memories were flooding back.

Rangitikei member Ron Rutherford (#4) was awarded Life
Membership on 5 June 2005. He had the certificate but
some felt that something more substantial was needed.
Something to place on the mantelpiece. Something to hand
on to his children. A tangible reminder was called for.

Congratulations Ron ..... you are a real treasure.
Lance Nixon

The current Board could see the sense of this. They had
suitable plaques made and began to distribute them to local
area reps for Life Members in their district. And so it came
to pass that Ron’s plaque arrived in Rangitikei rohe. Getting
it to Ron was no problem surely. What could possibly go
wrong?
The first idea that hatched locally was for the presentation
to take place at the North Island RAG. Big audience. Plenty
to reminisce about. Ron has a fantastic memory of the early
days of the “Register” ( he is #4 remember). He can also
entertain an audience with tales from his epic motorcycle
journey from one end of the globe to the other ... on a
Triumph.
But then we met Covid 19 head on and the RAG was
postponed. No problem .... send it in the mail. The day that
the parcel was taken to the postal centre in Whanganui was
the day that they stopped taking parcels for delivery. Foiled
gain by Covid 19.
Plan three was to deliver it once we moved from Covid Level
3 to Level 2.
Thus it was that on the first day of Covid 2, May 14 2020,
an intrepid group of 11 Rangitikei rascals on 7 bikes rode
to Ohakune to present Ron with his well deserved plaque.
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Area Reports

Top of the South Doings
Sunday 17th
Cobwebs brushed aside, dust blown off, ....ignition ! Nice to be back ! The Nelson crowd assembled like always at Jacks
Tyre’s preparatory to a gorgeous autumn ride through 88 Valley and Golden Downs for an early lunch and blob in the sun at
Lake Rotoiti.
A lot of bikes joined us before realising their mistake and headed for the Ulysses gathering down the other end of the
beach...bikes for Africa everywhere we went (except the gravel thankfully).
After a couple of blissful hours the party broke up, Peter & Sacha heading back home to Blenheim via the Mt Robert Carpark
(!!) , William returning the way we had come, hoping to mentally note the right turnoffs, and John, his mate Mark (KTM,
*sigh*), Allan (Triumph another *sigh*), Dale and two friends of his (More KTMs *sigh*), Murray, Gretchen, and Tony couldn’t
help themselves from stopping for coffee at the Flat Rock via Dry Weather Rd and Tapawera.
Then through the usual rabble of Sunday drivers on the main drag home.
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1937 BMW R12- The quintessential Classic
(Re-print from the October 1997 Newsletter)
BMW had a big problem in 1926:
In sidecar service, their frames were cracking at the welds.
It was necessary to design a completely new frame — and
while they were at it a completely new motorcycle in order
to cure it.
The new frame was stamped out of heavy sheet metal
in left- and right-channel section halves, and then crossbraced and joined with large round head rivets. Called the
“star” frame, it could take the heavy bending loads of a
sidecar without fatigue. It was also the forerunner of the
modern perimeter motorcycle frame.

the shift knob and change gears.
You then reach back up to the bar and grab the throttle
again. If you do it quickly and with great coordination,
you can get a fairly smooth shift because of the gigantic
flywheel. It doesn’t spin down very fast, and you can catch
it at just the right RPM for the upshift.

The new 750cc engines were the largest and most
powerful yet produced by BMW, a 16 horsepower side
valve, and a 28 horse power OHV version. The front
suspension was a trailing link unit with stamped metal
forward-sweeping forks, and linkage rods to a leaf spring,
which extended over the front fender.

Downshifting is a true bitch. But that’s the layout.
Right-hand throttle, brake lever and tank shifter

The R11 side valve “touring” model and the R16 OHV
“sports” model were immediately successful both in
solo and sidecar flavors. By the middle of the 1930s, all
of Germany was heady with technological achievement
under the National Socialist government, and BMW
asserted its superiority by setting land speed records
(eventually reaching 179 mph in 1936), and competing
in international road races. In spite of reaching nearly
100 horsepower with their supercharged 500cc engines,
victory in road racing eluded them. The evil handling of
their chassis, and especially of their trailing-link forks, was
the culprit.

Left-hand clutch and timing lever.
Right-foot heel-operated brake.
Left foot does nothing at all, other than hold you up at
stoplights.)
Handling is quite good, although it must be forced into
corners due to the sidecar- capable front geometry.
BMW finally solved its metal joining problem in 1936 by
the introduction of electric arc welding, the R12 went on
to be BMW’s most produced model until the R75/ 5 of the
early 1970s. Nearly 30,000 of them were made, 20,000 as
civilian models (most of which were conscripted in 1939),
and another 10,000 specifically built for the Wehrmacht.

By pouring resources on the problem, a solution was
found: The telescopic fork. These forks were not the
first to use the telescopic principle, but were certainly
the first to be fully modern in design, with an internal
hydraulic damping piston and valves to control both the
compression and rebound rates.

R12 Military Model
BMW R12s did yeoman service in the German Army
of WWII, but were eventually replaced by a purposebuilt military model, the R75, in 1942. In addition to the
messenger and scout roles that motorcycles played in the
Allied armies, the Germans equipped motorized infantry
regiments with R12 sidecar rigs and made war with them.
The motorcycle units were the fastest in the blitzkrieg, and
saw combat from the steppes of Russia to the deserts of
North Africa.

The new forks were so superior to the old that in 1935,
the R11 and R16 were fitted with them and given a little
facelift and a 4- speed gearbox, thus producing the wildly
successful R12 and R17. These were the first production
motorcycles to use a modern front suspension, though
they lacked any rear suspension at all.
This machine was restored to its present condition over
a period of three years. Although the control layout takes
a bit of practice - it’s a right- side hand shift with left hand
clutch - it is an excellent runner.

Today, R12’ s are still in operation all over the world,
including about 30 examples in the USA. Used, original,
and reproduction parts are available from several German
sources, and small numbers of machines have recently
appeared from former iron-curtain countries.

(Shifting goes like this:
First, you close the throttle and take your hand off it, grab
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BMW R1150R Clutch Woes
I am new to the Club and I hope by sharing my story it will
be of interest / help to other club members, as it has been a
big learning curve for me.

I needed help - I joined up with the Wellington BMWOR (I
had been meaning to for a while but had not got around to
it) and with help / contacts from members and the loan of
the very good Clymer workshop manual, I got started.

Getting on in years, I was finding that riding either of
my two classic Japanese sports bikes was getting a bit
uncomfortable, especially on a longer ride, so I sold them
both and bought a 2001 R1150R with just 39,000km on the
clock.

My background is as a retired car mechanic, but I have
been out of the trade for a long time (fuel injection and

The bike performed well, handled like a sports bike and
was comfortable on a long ride. I couldn’t have been more
pleased with the bike - until at about 44,000km when
climbing a hill near home there was a loud bang followed
by a rattle and complete loss of drive. A quick search on Mr
Google soon confirmed my suspicions that it had striped the
clutch spline.
There was a lot of talk and it appears to be a common
problem on six speed oil head models of this era and at
about the same kms. There was mention of the spline
needing to be lubricated occasionally, (This involves removal
of the gearbox) and alignment issues, however the main
problem seems to be the amount of spline that is in mesh
when under load. Inspection of mine showed that only
about 16 mm of a total 23mm was in mesh when driving.
There is now a modified clutch plate available with a longer
spline.
Another thing that may have been a factor is that these
bikes are unhappy cruising at under about 80km in sixth
gear and tend to surge. I read that if they are ridden a lot
around town like this, it can contribute to spline wear.

electronics hadn’t been invented!) and I have only ever
worked on my own motorbikes. I was learning as I went
and doing a lot of reading, but even removing the gearbox
was a fair bit of work and the bike ended up in quite a lot
of bits. The rear drive was removed and the rear part of the
frame pivoted up to allow access to the airbox etc. Probably
the trickiest job was removing the gear clusters from the
aluminium housings. This ended up being a three-man job
with lots of heat, leavers and careful tapping.

With a quote of $1000.00 from the local dealer - just for the
clutch plate and gearbox shaft (Ex Germany), not to mention
conservative labour estimates of 12 hours. I decided I
needed to tackle the job myself or try to sell the bike as is.

Reassembling went easier, with the housings being heated
in the oven and the gears cooled in the freezer before
assembly (Lyn my better half was out at the time!?).
I ended up getting all the parts from Motorworks in the UK.
This went really well and I don’t think I could have justified
the job without taking advantage of their prices.
The parts list I settled on included the modified clutch plate,
clutch diaphragm spring, gearbox input shaft, two gearbox
bearings, three oil seals, new clutch slave cylinder, six new
clutch bolts, special spline lube and a modified timing chain
tensioner. The total came to about $1300.00 NZ including
customs and freight.
My bike always had a quite loud timing chain rattle on start
up. I had been told this was just a thing BMW’s do and not to
worry, but it was embarrassing at times and I had read it can
lead to broken cam chain guides. Advice on line was to fit a
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DAWN CHORUS

modified tensioner so I included one in the order. These tensioners come as 3 parts and totalled $237.70 or £57 from UK.
The crush washer was quoted as £8.40 or $14 from the UK.

This
year's
camp
outhad
is at
PureoraasNational
You
can tell
if your
bike has
thisthe
modification
the standard tensioner has a 17mm head size and the modified one is
15mm. It seems you only need to do the left hand side.
Park, west of Lake Taupo and the Western Bay Road.

After 2 to 3 months of work and waiting for parts, I finally had the bike back together.

Be self-sufficient for one night under canvas.
Any
inquires
to;and
editor@bmwor.org.nz
With
fingers
crossed
battery charged I went for the big test and guess what - it would not start! There was good spark
and
I
could
get
a
couple
of attend.
fires with a little easy start, but the bike just would not run. My thoughts of course were what
Email if you plan to
have I done wrong?

There
a very small
tent site
cabin.
(This
thefuel
final
DawnHaving
Chorus)
With
muchis
appreciated
help charge
from Phil for
Patterson
and or
Mike
Dobson, I traced
the will
faultbe
to low
pressure.
removed
the pump and filter assembly from inside the fuel tank, I found that a hose had come off the fuel pick up.
Being impatient and in the middle of lock down I replaced the pipe with a new clip and ignored the advice to fit a new O
ring seal. Now I had a leaking fuel tank, so the bike was pushed back in the corner and another three week wait for a new
fuel tank seal, new fuel filter and set of clips. (BMW recommend you replace the filter at 40k)
I am now happy to announce the bike is going well, the clutch has never felt better and there is no timing chain rattle on
start up.
I am now eagerly waiting for the lock down to be over and many more happy km on the bike I love to ride.
Bob Cumming
BMW R60/2
The original uploader was Jeff dean at English Wikipedia. - Transferred from en.wikipedia to Commons., Attribution,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=2110461
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All things have a beginning... Jean Hayes
History of the Register – Part 2
(Re printed from the May 1992 Newsletter)
The riders themselves, having come up through the ranks,
were reaching a more viable economic position, and the
dream machine was looking good. It was obviously not
easy to attain ownership, and it meant sacrifices or a redistribution of funding (not always appreciated) but it did
happen.
These factors of motorcycle expertise made up the majority
of potential members of the Owners Register, and in
structuring a new Club, their input was of immense benefit
to strike a medium between the necessary administrative
side and the many activities of social riding.
The November meeting was involved in this structuring
process. First and foremost, the “How to Conduct a Meeting”
booklet was dispensed with. It was decided to keep formality
of any kind, out of the proceedings from here on. (Many of
those present were well versed in the Ways of Committees
and Incorporated Societies). “The Committee” on the listing
of Official Officers was later changed to read - “all those
members attending a meeting”, hence each person became
a Committee Member.

keep the Register on sound ground, we later had to thank
Walter DeBeurs for the work he did on structuring a concise
and uniquely operative Constitution. The term “uniquely
operative” must apply, for on reading the 10 Register Articles
there was no doubt that all potential members knew exactly
where “the heart” of the Register was coming from.

There were discussions on the importance of maintaining
the group as a N.Z. wide identity, and the means to unify
the Register as a whole, through a Newsletter, and a North/
South Rally. Discussions also on funding to cover Newsletter
printing, postage and future growth. Activities meant using
the wealth of experience present, and the guidelines were
put in place for a recipe to success.

Neil & Diane Barnard Dave Rogers

Membership at this point was listed as follows:
[Vincent]			

Gordon Rigg
Butch Berryman –

[75/5]

John Samson –

[75/5]			

Walter & Meryl DeBeurs –[75/6]
Phil & Gail Scott –

It was intended that the Register was to become the focus of
friendships for people who had at least reached a common
bond in BMW motorcycles.

[75/5]			

Ron & Julie Rutherford - [60/5]
Martin Bootten -`

[50/5]			

Brian Bird –

[75/5]

Peter & Jean Southern – [R50]			

It was decided to write to Ian Aitchison of the BMW Club
of Queensland. Ian was already well known to riders with
the older BMW’s and he had been very helpful in supplying
second hand parts. An exchange of Newsletters would be
advantageous.

David Cross – 		

[60/6]

Mark Hammond –

[75/5]			

Barry Williams – 		

[60/5]

Jenny Hammond –

[75/5]			

The November run would take riders to Mangawhai Heads,
with an unofficial run to Waihi on December 21st. The
Annual Shell ‘500’ Trial was to he held on December 6th (a
tough 500 mile ride over much gravel road, particularly
during the night section), with the Register hoping to enter a
team, headed by Barry Williams.

Paddy Brown (S.I.) –

[R61 & sidecar]

Neil & Lorraine Herd –

[75/5 sidecar]		

Ross Oldfield –

[60/6]

Don Smith –

[60/6]			

This gathering also spoke of the pros & cons of having
a stated “Constitution & Rules”, and much discussion
circulated on this question. With members generally
requesting the group to be an informal one, there was also
necessary merit in defining long term, the requirements.

Dave Simpson (SI) –

Vic & Daphne Paivinen – [R60 & sidecar]
[60/5]			

Trevor & Leslie Willmot – [R60]
Stephen Parry – 		

[R60]

Part three of Jean’s original writings will be in next month’s
Newsletter.

To ensure the safe keeping of those original aims and
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SAMA Tours – Best South African Road Trip – Part 2
Day 5 Hazyview to Swaziland was a day of mainly riding
in warm calm conditions, although as the day progressed
it was clear we were going to get some rain as we could
see lighting flashes in the distance, in the direction we
were going. The first objective was to reach the border
and enter Swaziland this involved a ride along country
roads over mountain passes and in light traffic.
We rode into the border town and did not have to wait
long at the border. The crossing point town out of South
Africa was Oshoek. The stamp in the Passport for the
name of the entry town into Swaziland is not clear. We
had our body temperature electronically checked as part
of the Covid 19 virus check. Each rider had to pay a R20
‘Road Tax’ fee to the Swazi Border authorities. We were
then free to get on our way. Our first stop being a lunch
stop at Ngwenya which was a glass works and a cafe we
were able to see glass being blown and the end products
in the shape of ornaments of the Big 5 animals and a
range of glasses.
After the lunch stop, we rode through the town of
Mbabane past our overnight accommodation, the
Mantenga Lodge, and onto a Candle Factory where
ornamental candles were being made. As we left
this factory it started to pour with rain that had been
threatening for some time. The down pour did not last
long and after a short ride we arrived and checked into
the Mantenga Lodge. This was another comfortable
establishment that produced good food one of the
attached photos is of the group having dinner at this
lodge.
The next morning (Day 6) was fine and warm and after
breakfast and a re-fuelling stop, we headed for the
Swazi Border crossing point of Lavumisa in the southern
part of the country. The South African Border town was
Golefa. The things that remain in the memory in relation
to Swaziland were speed bumps in odd places and not
particularly well marked, large and deep potholes, not
just unique to Swaziland, and the design of their Bus
Shelters, not seen in South Africa. However, we were in
Swaziland for just 24 hours so not long enough to form a
reasonable idea of the place.
After re-entering South Africa, we headed for St Lucia
described as ‘a world-renowned natural heritage site’.
The days ride had been through rolling country as we
moved towards the coast. After a hot day on the bikes a
quick dip in the Hotels pool was a welcome relief.
While we were having dinner at our accommodation,
the Elephant Lake Hotel, one of our riders went outside
to take a phone call and quickly returned to report that

he had seen a Hippo and calf wander past the Hotel. We were
told by a local that the Hippo incident is not unusual.
Day 7 Friday 13 March our second day based in St Lucia we
visited the Hluhluwe/Umfolozi Game Reserve, this reserve was
large but only a fraction of the size of Kruger. Fortuitously we
sighted all the Big 5 except the Leopard. One of the attached
photos shows 2 White Rhinos passing close to a Cheetah
neither seemed to be particularly interested in each other.
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SAMA Tours – Best South African Road Trip – Part 2
Later in the day we went on a Hippo and Croc Sunset Cruise
on a large, flat bottomed boat and observed Hippos in
the shallow water and two young Crocs. During this Lake
Cruise a Hippo tooth was handed around and it was large as
shown in one of the photos attached. Hippos are one animal
that cause more deaths amongst humans than any of the
animals in the wild. Whilst they kill more people the Hippo is
vegetarian, so the killing act is not for food.
In the evening we had dinner at a restaurant close to the
Hotel and had to order our meals early as the restaurant
and other venues in St Luca were having the electricity
switched off at 8pm which an ongoing issue in South Africa.
The power cut situation appears to be done on a planned
basis which is why a lot of places including the restaurant
we were in, have their own generators. The food presented
was excellent.

at the Ocean View Hotel our accommodation for the next 2
nights which is inside a controlled gate with a Gatekeeper
controlling the opening of the gate. Right outside is a local
grog shop which was doing a roaring trade on this Sunday
afternoon. The Hotel was comfortable although in need of
some TLC. It was close to the beach which had good waves
and was ideal for those wanting to surf. The food was great
with plenty of variety and the staff were all friendly and
service was good.
We had rain overnight and the next day (Monday Day 10
- 16 March) was overcast with rain threatening. Four of us
walked up to the local village which consisted of a several
shops one being a Takeaway basically serving the large local
Xhosa population. One of the properties had large metal
sculpted versions of the Big 5 animals. In the afternoon we
travelled by Ute to a natural wonder – a hole in the rock
similar to the NZ example in the Bay of Islands.

We departed St Lucia the next morning (Day 8 – Saturday
14 March) for the Oribi Gorge and Margate a ride of about
460 kms. We headed inland to join the N2 Motorway and
eventually, following the Coast South stopping at a beach a
short distance north of Durban for a leg stretch and photo
opportunity. We re-joined the N2 by passed Durban on the
Motorway and continued South to the South Coast holiday
town Port Shepstone where we head back inland to the
spectacular Oribi Gorge Nature Reserve. Two of our number
went on the breath- taking Gorge swing described as ‘160
metres of Pure Adrenaline’. This gorge is a fabulous piece of
nature to large to get into one photo however, a visit to the
internet will provide background. After the visit to the Oribi
Gorge we back tracked to Port Shepstone and then headed
down the Coast to Margate described as a famous holiday
town and to the Sea View Villa for the night.

Day 11 – 17 March we rode from Coffee Bay to Port Alfred
this will be included in a future report.
Peter Nash

Sunday Day 9 – 15 March we leave Margate and start the
ride down the coast and then inland. The country is gentle
rolling hills with Pondo people’s huts dotted all over the
hills. The roads where a bit of nightmare containing a lot
of potholes and either unmarked or faintly marked speed
bumps and ripples. In some instances, the potholes were up
to a metre in diameter and relatively deep hit at speed had
the potential to cartwheel the bike with you on it fortunately
no-one had that experience.
We rode alongside the Umzimvubu River to Port St John
to the lunch stop beside the river. The area is scenic with
sweeping twisties on a relatively wide road and with the
potential for livestock to be on or close to the road. It was
a little disconcerting to arrive at a corner at a lively pace to
find a large cow complete with sharp looking horns in the
middle of the road. Not sure who got the biggest surprise
me or the cow – no damage done.
After lunch we backtracked and continued, on our way back
inland and then back to the Coast at Coffee Bay. Before
we turned onto the road to Coffee Bay, we passed through
the town of Mthatha which has a large Xhosa population.
Sunday is the only day of the week these people have off
work and a lot of them write themselves off on various
alcoholic beverages and some go loopy and was the only
time during the entire tour that I had a stone thrown at me
whilst riding past.
We made our way to Coffee Bay which is approximately
70kms on the coast east of the N2 Motorway. We arrived

16

Taranaki Rally 2021 Update
With life returning to normal the serious stuff of getting out riding again is amazing and only tempered by the more serious
stuff of getting prepared for our next annual BMW Rally. We are looking forward to welcoming you all in January 2021 to see
what the Naki has to offer in the way of riding, eating, socialising, sightseeing and just getting together and having a damn
good time with like-minded friends.
While we had planned to be a bit further advanced with our preparations the Covid thing dampened our enthusiasm
slightly but is now all GO, so please get yourselves organised to come and support us to make this the memorable occasion
it should be.
We have only the Polo Shirt design and cost to finalise before getting the Rally Registration form out which will be in time
for the July Newsletter. Please commit and get your entries in early so we know what we are going to have to deal with.
I had just finished a detailed report on our last ride that Scott organised for our gravel riding exponents when my computer
refreshed and lost most of it. This was not nice so after managing to change settings to save drafts every 5 minutes I
decided to try again for next month.
Till then, Ray Senior #3214
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TARANAKI 2021
Annual Rally & AGM
22 – 25 January 2021 • Quality Hotel
Plymouth International
Other New Plymouth Accommodation
Options
Northgate Motor Lodge

Amber Court Motel

16-18 Northgate, Strandon

100 Leach Street

06 758 5324

06 758 0922

-

($123.00 - $130.00)

Lockwood Manor Motel

($120.00 - $135.00)

Asure Abode Motor Inn

49 Hobson Street
0508 758 758

-

155 Courtenay Street
-

($130.00 - $145.0)

06 769 5465

-

($120.00 - $135.00)

Novotel New Plymouth

Ducks & Drake Boutique Hotel & Backpackers

Cnr Hobson and Leach Streets

48 Lemon Street

06 769 9579

06 758 0404

-

($210.00 - $235.00)

The Devon

($68.00 - $95.00)

Auto Lodge Motor Inn

390 Devon Street
06 759 9099

-

393 Devon Street
-

($170.00 - $185.00)

-

($120.00 - $130.00)

06 759 9918

-

($120.00 - $130.00)

The Strand
464 Devon Street
06 759 5324

Is now the time to start planning both your Ride there and your Accommodation?
More Information in next month’s Newsletter
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Members photos
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Members photos

The Magnificent Seven. Dawn Chorus, Pureora Forest. l to r; Faulker, Al, Dave O, Tibbsy, Stephen, Jon, ?
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MCIVER & VEITCH
The South's Authorised BMW MOTORRAD Dealer

ESTABLISHED

1932

14

112 CRAWFORD STREET, DUNEDIN / PH: 03 477 0236
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www.mciverandveitch.co.nz
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The Ultimate
Riding Machine

The Ultimate
Riding Machine

AUCKLAND’S
#1 DEALERSHIP

AUCKLAND’S
#1 DEALERSHIP
Genuine Service. Genuine Parts. Genuine Experience.

Genuine Service. Genuine Parts. Genuine Experience.

61 BARRY’S POINT RD

FERG

021 190 7733

P

(09) 486 1136

TAKAPUNA, AUCKLAND

HENRY

0274 330 650

E

SALES@CYCLESPOTBMW.CO.NZ
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61 BARRY’S POINT RD

FERG

22 190 7733
021

P

(09) 486 1136

TAKAPUNA, AUCKLAND

HENRY

0274 330 650

E

SALES@CYCLESPOTBMW.CO.NZ

You decide which one, the R nineT Racer or Urban G/S.

Now only $19,990 RRP + ORC

Visit www.bmw-motorrad.co.nz or your nearest dealer today.
Cyclespot BMW
Takapuna
Auckland
09 486 1136

Experience
Motorcycles
Kingsland, Auckland
09 845 5950

Boyd
Motorcycles
Hamilton
07 838 1209

Mount
Motorcycles
Mount Maunganui
07 575 4190
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Motomart
Wellington
04 589 5106

Avon City
Motorcycles
Christchurch
03 341 3490

McIver &
Veitch
Dunedin
03 477 0236
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Marketplace
Marketplace

Marketplace is a service for members of BMWMC of NZ.

Marketplace is a service for members of BMWOR of NZ.
Advertisements will be accepted from members, commercial traders
and non-members when it is considered in our members' interest to
do so. No charge is made for Marketplace advertising. The Editor and
Executive reserve the right to reject or modify any advertisement
considered inappropriate and take no responsibility for errors or
omissions, the quality of items, claims made, or for any transactions
that ensue.
Advertisements run for 3 months from the date first published unless
otherwise
arranged with TO
the Editor.
WANTED
BUY

Advertisements will be accepted from members,
commercial traders and non-members when it is
considered in our members’ interest to do so. No charge is
made for Marketplace advertising. The Editor and Executive
For Sale:
reserve
the right to reject or modify any advertisement
considered
inappropriate
no R1200GS
responsibility
for
Genuine BMW
expandable and
tanktake
bag for
2004errors
or omissions, the quality of items, claims made, or
2012 $200.
for
any transactions
that
ensue.
Carbon
fibre rear wheel
hugger
for R1200GS 2008/9. May
fit
other
years.
$100.
Advertisements run for 3 months from the date first
published
unless
otherwise arranged with the Editor.
Contact Kevin:
nelson@bmwor.org.nz

1970’s R90S
Name
Euan McKECHNIE
Phone
021 382 674
Email
euanjmckechnie@gmail.com
Message
Motorcyclist with 30 years plus of
bike ownership last BMW owned was 1955 R60]
seeking to buy a 1970’s R90S

On occasion Star Insurance
sell parts from insurance
wrecks through TradeMe.
Take a look at the Star
Insurance web site for details:
www.star.insurance.co.nz
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Ever seen this in your
travels?
True to West Coast
philosophy this ship's
cabin is on the main
road going through
Charleston.

Area Representatives
NORTHLAND

TARANAKI

NELSON - INCLUDING MARLBOROUGH

Ian Macartney
027-281-0242

Ray Senior
06-753-6044 or 021-479-231

Tony Haddon
027 546 8328

northland@bmwor.org.nz

taranaki@bmwor.org.nz

nelson@bmwor.org.nz

AUCKLAND

RANGITIKEI

WEST COAST

Stephen Parkinson
021-989-092
auckland@bmwor.org.nz

Barry Petherick
06-368-2059

WAIKATO

Kevin Hewitt
022 632 0025
rangitikei@bmwor.org.nz
westcoast@bmwor.org.nz
AREA REPRESENTATIVES
EAST COAST

Coordinator:EAST
JohnWuts
COAST
06-844-4751

CANTERBURY

NORTHLAND Paul Quilter
NELSON
- INCLUDING
BAY OF PLENTY
Julie Hyde
MARLBOROUGH
027-465-6626
or 03-312-5395
Coordinator: John Wuts
Ian Macartney 07-859-2512
Peter Lyner
eastcoast@bmwor.org.nz
waikato@bmwor.org.nz
canterbury@bmwor.org.nz
06 844 4751
027 281 0242
Kevin Hewitt
021-2737379
Ride
Master:
Xan
Harding
eastcoast@bmwor.org.nz
northland@bmwor.org.nz
022 632 0025
bayofplenty@bmwor.org.nz
BAYOF PLENTY
OTAGO
AND SOUTHLAND
027-612-7927
Ride Master: Xan Harding
nelson@bmwor.org.nz
AUCKLAND
TARANAKI
xan.harding@xtra.co.nz
Peter Lyner
Andy
Hutcheon
(027) 612 7927
CANTERBURY
Stephen Parkinson
Ray Senior
021-273-7379
027 464 3230
xan.harding@xtra.co.nz
021 989bayofplenty@bmwor.org.nz
092
Julie Hyde
06 7536044 or 021 479 231
otagosouthland@bmwor.org.nz
WAIRARAPA & WAIRARAPA
WELLINGTON AND
auckland@bmwor.org.nz
027 465 6626 or 03 312 5395
taranaki@bmwor.org.nz
WELLINGTON
Peter
Nash
canterbury@bmwor.org.nz
WAIKATO
RANGITIKEI
04-232-4962
Peter Nash
OTAGO AND SOUTHLAND
Paul Quilter
Barry Petherick wellington@bmwor.org.nz
04 232 4962
07 859 2512
Andy Hutcheon
06 368-2059
wellington@bmwor.org.nz
waikato@bmwor.org.nz
027 464 3230
rangitikei@bmwor.org.nz
otagosouthland@bmwor.org.nz
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