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With the recent North Island RAG* Rally now behind us
(and daylight savings sadly), I want to say well done to
Cl ifford, Margaret and Cathy for their sterl ing effort
preparing our evening meal – and also many thanks to
all those who participated and made it a fantastic
weekend away. It was great to see the broad range of
bikes members had chosen to ride over the weekend,
which included Norm’s push bike.
By the time you read this, our Secretary Dave Thomson
and I will have crossed to the South Island where we will
meet up with a large number of our southern members
in Nelson (via a stop in Blenheim) and Christchurch. The

enthusiasm and co-operation of the South Island Reps has been great – thank
you to the Nelson team for postponing their regular ride by a week so we can join
them and talk about Register business. Also, thank you to Jeff Gray BMW for
hosting an evening event at their Christchurch premises. It’s just a shame that we
won’t be able to make it down to the Far South – sorry guys, the distance and
time available just don’t allow us to make it. I look forward to reporting back on our
time spent with the Register’s South Island members.
When Dave and I return, we then go on to meet up with the rest of the Executive
in Ohakune on 13 May. We will also have a workshop with our North Island Reps.
There really is a lot to do and we are all volunteers - sometimes I have to remind
myself that Rome wasn’t built in a day. Members of the Executive will also travel
to regions in the North Island for more face-to-face chats about what we see as
the way forward for the Register.
We have received a letter from Rob Hargreaves in Auckland that calls for a
discussion about the level and use of the Register’s cash reserves. This letter
was tabled at the most recent National Committee meeting and Rob also asked
for it to be pulished (see Letters to the Editor in this newsletter). As Rob points
out in his letter, the original intention of building up funds was to assist members
get access to BMW parts at wholesale rates in the early days of the BMW marque
in New Zealand when “everyone had 18” wheels and used 20/50 oil.” I can also
see his point about the steady increase in our cash asset as the wholesale
purchasing scheme dropped away.
I note Rob’s concern about possible GST implications of having a goodly sum of
money in the bank. However, the need for GST registration is driven by an
organisation’s annual income (i.e. sales and fees) not an organisation’s asset base
– registration is only necessary once income exceeds $59,999. As our income is
not at that level yet, there is no need for the Register to account for GST.
I understand that earlier Executive teams have grappled to work out what is a
realistic level of cash reserves for the Register. Previous discussions showed there
is a balance between maintaining sufficient levels of reserves, so that the income
from the cash asset keeps your membership fee low, versus reducing our reserves
to a point where we risk running on a knife-edge, which will directly impact our
ability to improve services to members or weather any storm (such as the current
recession Godzone is only just emerging from).
On a personal note, I know how hard it is to build any financial buffer and how
easy it is for those hard-earned pennies to drain away if you don’t keep an eye on
things. I think it’s important for us to have a good look at the concerns and ideas
raised but, as your President, I need to be convinced that any reduction in our
cash reserves is first of all necessary, and secondly, a prudent use of members’
funds. The Executive has already implemented better financial controls to
minimise any risk of unauthorised or profligate spending which could undermine
our reserves. I’ve given my undertaking that Rob’s concerns will be discussed at
the upcoming Executive meeting. We will also work with our Area Reps to get
their ideas on how we can ensure the total Register membership has the
opportunity to benefit from any use of our accumulated reserves.
Last but not least, I note the concerns in the Auckland Area Report. Rest assured
- the National Committee meetings will not be turned into a road show and will
remain in Wellington for now.
Let’s not forget - wheels down, feet up!
Peter
* RAG stands for Rough as Guts - yeah right!
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Introduction:

The BMW Owners Register is an organisation whose members join together for rides to
nominated venues and for other social occasions. The organiser nominates the destination
and regrouping stages along the way, but otherwise has no influence upon the way that riders
behave on the road. There is no element of organised competition in the rides.

Riding Code:

1. All register members on register rides shall do so as ind ividuals responsible for their own
safety and shall take into account the safety of others they encounter on the ride.

2. Register members are responsible for ensuring that their motorcycles are in a safe and legal
condition, the minimum being to Warrant of Fitness standards.

3. Riders, pill ions, and sidecar passengers where required, shall have as a minimum Standards
New Zealand approved motorcycle helmets, and stout footwear, gloves and clothing that will
be capable of protecting their body in the event of a mishap.

4. Register members are to go to the aid of any others suffering a mishap.

5. Ride organisers shall nominate the destination for the ride as well as any regrouping locations
or other stops. The organiser is not responsible for other riders’ behaviour or safety.

6. Riders shall ride at a speed and in a way that is comfortable for them. Do not ride outside your
personal comfort envelope.

7. If a rider is unfamiliar with the route, they shall arrange to follow another rider who does know
the way and who travels at a comfortable pace.

8. Riders who decide to travel as a group shall adopt a staggered riding formation such that
there is an accepted following distance to the rider immediately in front. A reasonable following
distance is indicated by a time of two seconds between riders for dry conditions, and longer for
inclement conditions and on loose surfaces.

9. The Organiser and or the Register are not responsible for participants’ safety, and all
participants participate at their own risk. All participants are aware that they are travelling on
open public roads and are responsible for their own safety and compliance with all Road Rules
and Laws.

BMW Owners Register Risk Management Plan

events calendar

National Committee Meeting: Monday
14 May - Monthly National Committee
meeting in the Anzac Lounge, Petone
Working Men’s Club, 47 Udy Street,
Petone, Well ington at 7:30 pm. All
BMWOR members welcome. Sign in
noting BMWOR as your member club.
Bistro dining available from 5:30 pm.
After the meeting, a guest speaker.
National Committee Meeting: Monday
11 June - Monthly National Committee
meeting in the Anzac Lounge, Petone
Working Men’s Club, 47 Udy Street,
Petone, Well ington at 7:30 pm. All
BMWOR members welcome. Sign in
noting BMWOR as your member club.
Bistro dining available from 5:30 pm.
After the meeting, a guest speaker.
Annual General Meeting: 4:00 pm,
Saturday 13 October 2012  at the
Kingsgate Hotel, 110 Fitzherbert Avenue,
Palmerston North.
Annual Rally: Friday 4 - Monday 7
January 2013 at “The Park”, SH4,
National Park township. Bookings open in
June 2012. A registration form will be
available in your newsletter as we near that
time.

bmwor national events

other events

Please note that rides start at varying
times and/or places. Read the event notices
carefully and, if in doubt, contact the Area
Rep (details on rear cover) or ride organiser
(if noted) for assistance. On most rides
there is a rider briefing 5 minutes prior to
departure, at which point riders are
expected to be ready to go with bikes
fuelled and bladders empty.
Every effort is made to ensure that details
of events are correct at the time of printing.
Please check the website
(www.bmwor.org.nz) for current
information on events or contact the local
Area Rep if you have any questions.
Rides are generally led by a Rider in Charge
(RIC).
If you think of, or fancy leading, a ride and
would like it published as an event ask your
Area Rep to let the Editor know by the 15th
of the month prior.

northland
Every Sunday - Meet 10:00 am at Burger
King, cnr Western Hills Dr and Selwyn Ave,
Whangarei to go for a ride.
Sunday 20 May - Ride to Paparoa -
Dargaville - Maungatapere for lunch at The
Office Café (the old dairy company). Meet
at lookout point, South Whangarei at 9:00
am for a 9:30 departure.

auckland
Sunday 6 May - Almost traditional, always
good; Waipu Pizza Barn with Bwucie and
the LOTL. Leaving Starbucks, Westgate at
9:30 am.
Sunday 13 May - Tony will lead you round
the Whangamata/Waihi Loop. Cautionary
note here, that's Mothers Day, so cafés will
be chocker all over. Be prepared to visit a
hot bread shop if needs must! Leaving
Southbound Motorway Service Centre,
SH1, Papakura at 9:30 am.
Monday 14 May - Auckland Members’
meeting, Vintage Car Club Rooms, 39
Fairfax Ave, Penrose from about 7:00 pm.
Sunday 27 May - Little and local north,
fission chips run. RIC to be advised later.
Nominations from those north of the
Harbour Bridge for the best shark and tatie
in the 'hood, then head there. Leaving
Starbucks, Westgate at 10:00 am.
Saturday 9/Sunday 10 June - Overnight
at Sapphire Springs. Leaving Southbound
Motorway Service Centre, SH1, Papakura
at 10:00 am, picking up any starters from
Pukekohe or thereabouts at Caltex Bombay
at 10:20 am. Last year folk said the camp
was grungy and the weather turned bad but
the Librarian and I had the place to
ourselves - the facilties are not too bad at
all. Make your own arrangements: 07-549-
0768 or sapphire.springs@xtra.co.nz
Monday 11 June - Auckland Members’
meeting, Vintage Car Club Rooms, 39
Fairfax Ave, Penrose from about 7:00 pm.

BRONZ Ride Right, Ride Safe. A great
way to get to know your new bike. Usually
3rd Sunday of the month at the Whenuapai
Airbase. Contact Peggy on (09) 638-9227
or Finn on (09) 625-5533 for details.
Learners - Rider Training & Basic Skills
Testing for learner l icense, Thursday
evenings @ A.M.C.C Club's premises in
Ellersl ie. For bookings and information
contact: Craig (09) 444 6261

bmwor area events
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Sunday 17 June - This date is bracketed
with the 24th. RIC Rob is keen to reprise
the "Longish Ride on a Shortish Day" run
to Whakatane. The actual Solstice falls
between the two weekends. Of course, this
time of year it is a gamble with the weather
so if it's really gross on the 17th, we will do
a little and local South brunch run (bring
the cage if needs must) and we'll try
Whakatane again on the 24th. If it looks
good, we’ll head to Whakatane
Southbound Motorway Service Centre,
SH1, Papakura at 08:30 am. If it’s really wet,
we’ll be leaving 10:00 am.
Sunday 24 June - See above - whatever
didn't happen the previous week!

bay of plenty
Wednesday 9 May – Social night from 7:00
pm at India Today, 81 The Strand, Tauranga.
Please let the Area Rep know of your
intended attendance by Monday 7 May.
Sunday 27 May – Club ride to Piopio. A
full day (home around 5:00 pm) with several
new, sealed roads to explore, so don’t miss
out on this one. Meet 9:00 am at Z
Bethlehem fuelled and ready to go.

taranaki
Sunday 6 May - Lunch in Hunterville.
Leaving McFarlane’s Café, Inglewood at
9:30 am. Any South Taranaki riders who
don’t want to make the ride north to
Inglewood first just contact me and we will
meet you on the road down. The weather
is getting colder and the roads can be wet
so make sure you carry warm gear and
check tyres, pressures, etc. Please note;
these rides are posted on the BMWOR
website so check it often.

rangitikei
Sunday 13 May - Club ride. Check the
website (or get yourself on the area email
list) for details.
Tuesday 29 May - Tea meeting - Details
to be confirmed.

east coast
Monthly gathering at the Puketapu Hotel,
679 Puketapu Road, Puketapu. Last
Tuesday of each month from 6:30 pm
onwards.
Sunday 13 May - Ride to Porangahau for
lunch at the Duke of Edinburgh. Depart
Caltex Omahu Road, Hastings at 10:30 am
with a pick-up at BP Waipawa on the way.
Enquiries to Norm on (06) 877 3383
Sunday 10 June - Ride to Waimarama for
lunch at Jarks Café. Meet at Caltex Omahu
Road, Hastings at 11:00am. Alternatively,
make your own way to Waimarama, but
please let Norm know for booking
purposes. Enquiries to Norm on (06) 877
3383

welcome
A warm welcome to our new
members this month.
We hope you’ll take part in many of
your local and national events.
Your Area Rep will be pleased to
introduce you to other members in
your area.
Our monthly newsletter is an open
forum for all members. If you fancy
having a story (and photos)
published about your ride, the
rebuild of your bike, a book you
might have read or a movie you have
seen lately, or just want to get
something off your chest about how
the club is going, then get in touch
with the Editor no later than the
15th day of the month preceding
publication. We welcome your
contribution.

Cover: A few of the Well ington members enjoying their April visit to a private
museum in Woodville containing over 150 motorcycles of various descriptions
and vintages. Photo courtesy of Bill Croasdale.

wellington
Sunday 13 May - Come on our perennial
(and popular) Lake Ferry ‘Fish ‘n’ Chip’ run.
If you haven’t had fish and chips at the Lake
Ferry Hotel, this is a must! Eating is
bel ieving. The invitation is especially
extended to new members and members
who have had a stay of absence for some
time. Meet up for 10:30 am departure from
Caltex Rimutaka.
Sunday 10 June – Ride to the Gladstone
Inn (alternative route for GS riders) for a
mid-winter Christmas lunch. Depart Caltex
at 10:00 am. Please call Area Rep, David
Oldershaw on (04) 477 6773 or email
well ington@bmwor.org.nz if you plan to
attend, a lunch booking is essential!

canterbury
Sunday 13 May - Club ride to Geraldine/
Fairl ie/Raincliff/Pleasant Point. Depart BP
Rolleston at 9:30 a.m.
Sunday 27 May - Brunch at Little River
Café around 10:30 am, make your own way
there.

motorrad news
Jeff Gray BMW has appointed Daniel
McLachlan as their new BMW Motorrad
Brand Manager, following the departure of
Rodney Faulkner at the end of last year.
Daniel had his first motorcycle at the age
of 10 and has been a passionate enthusiast
ever since. He brings a wealth of
experience, with over 16 years in the
motorcycle trade, and has enjoyed
considerable involvement in all aspects of
motorcycl ing, includ ing motocross, off
road, road riding and track racing.
The role as BMW Motorrad Brand Manager
is an exciting challenge and Daniel is
looking forward to raising the profile of
BMW Motorrad in the South Island. Daniel
prides himself on offering an exceptionally
high level of customer service, an
enthusiastic can-do attitude and a bubbly
personality.
Daniel is looking forward to meeting all past,
present and future clients and encourages
anyone passing by or in the area to call in
for a chat and a coffee
Contact Daniel on:
DDI: (03) 363 7235
Mobile: 027 440 0179
Email: daniel.mclachlan@jgbmw.co.nz

BMW 2012 Demo bikes have arrived and
are available for you to test drive.
S 1000 RR
G 650 Sertao
F 800 GS
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area reports
northland
Greetings from the North, another
month flown by, I swear as we
become older, time goes by faster! All
there is to report is the ride to the
RAG Rally and our April Northland
dinner.
Snow and I left for the RAG Rally from
his workshop about 1:30 pm on
Thursday 29 March for Miranda,
arriving around 4:45. We settled in,
had some dinner at the camp, and
then kicked back in a hot pool. We left
for Napier around 8 o’clock the next
morning and went through the new
Taupo bypass to the Napier - Taupo
highway, stopping at the lookout at
the Napier end to take photos of the
waterfall. We made our friends’ place
in Taradale around 2:30 pm and took
them to the RSA for dinner, just to
thank them for putting up with us.
We left Taradale early on Saturday
morning as Snow had never been
over the Gentle Annie, poor deprived
child that he was. We stopped and
took photos at the Kuripapango
Bridge then headed for Waiouru for
lunch before ending up at Taylor
Memorial Lodge.
On the Sunday we went home via
Taumarunui and Pirongia.
Our April Sunday night dinner had a
good turnout and it was great to see
Don safely back from Afghanistan.
We are going to try just BMW rides
once a month starting from 20 May,
thanks to Darryl for organising this.
That’s it I think for this month, shiny
side up!
Mac

auckland
Once again your ride-less Rides
Meister has little to report.  I put off
the Annual Steve Bell Ice Cream
Challenge for as long as I decently
could in the hope that my bike would
have arrived from Japan (or China, or
wherever Suzuki are getting that
model made) but, alas, it was not to
be. Very few riders turned up on an
indifferent-looking morning, and
indeed, if the Weather God had not
been out by one hour with his
forecast those on bikes could have
had a less pleasant start to the day.
As it transpired, the forecast
clearance was early and by the time
the four stalwart bikers were half way
up the west coast of the Peninsula
headed for lunch at Coromandel, it

was turning into a very pleasant day. It
was a strange looking convoy for a
BMWOR run though; Campbell
riding lead on his Honda; three
Beemers in the middle; and a Waka
Holden as TEC.
Those who stayed home because of
the forecast missed a great day out,
four bikers had a good ride round the
loop in l ighter than usual traffic and
Jean and I listened to a lot of classical
music; I was bored out of my brain
pedalling a car around some of the
best roads in the country. Still, there
is light at the end of the tunnel - the
ship is alleged to have been and gone
and I might be back on two wheels,
with power, not pedals, next Saturday
(21 April), which is why this is being
written so early. I’m not going to be
tied to a keyboard if I have a new toy.
Like Granny always said, “If you’ve
got something that’ll give you

Paul Leahy using the K1200GT in the manner intended - a nice study in concentration, very
intent on getting the bike where it needs to be next

An eclectic bunch of Auckland travellers outside Umu CaféKuripapango Bridge on the Gentle Annie
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Got photos? The
B M W O R
maintains photo
albums as a
record of the
social fabric of our
community.

We welcome all photos (electronic
or printed) of members and events,
in particular from 1999 onwards, for
the Register’s photo archives.
Please include the DATE, the
PLACE and the NAMES of any
people in the photograph.
How can I send photos?
You can digitalise your old
photographs (present pictures are
fine too!) and email them to
pauledlington@xtra.co.nz or hard
copies of photos can be sent to:
Paul Edlington
61 Rosedale Rd
Browns Bay
Auckland 0632
Hard copies will be returned if a
self-addressed, postage paid
envelope is included with the
original.

photo archives

pleasure, take it out and play with it.”
She must have meant a motorbike,
surely?
April 1st, I did a little and local north
ride with only three other riders.
Maybe the rest stayed at home
because they are tired of the
Librarian’s Burgman holding them
up. We did a plod up SH1 to
Warkworth for elevenses, then a less
stately run through Woodcocks Road,
Ahuroa Hill, West Coast Rd to SH 16,
then some more arcane back roads
to SH16 at Waimauku, thence to
Muriwai for a burger, and a l ittle
gentle perving - no wives, partners,
or significant others present - d’ye
ken? The three 1200cc Beemers
were pretty close to the back of the
scoot by the top of the Ahuroa Hill,
but normality returned when I had
some downhill gravity going on. We
finished the day after lunch with the
Scenic Drive, because we could.
Our President mentioned in last
month’s newsletter that he proposed
tiki-touring around the areas to talk
with, and listen to, members about
the future of the Register. I suggested
to those Auckland members on our

mass email list that we could perhaps
move our May or June meeting to
accommodate President Peter and
Secretary David visiting us. I was,
frankly, amazed to learn this morning
that the Executive have instead been
asked to consider moving either the
May or June National Committee
meeting to Auckland to enable us to
meet with them. I appreciate this is
perfectly legal under our quaint rules,
but I do not think it is anything less
than Auckland asking the rest of New
Zealand to dance to their tune (again).
I have to say, straight up, that if it is
the wish of the majority of Auckland
members to seriously ask for this to
happen, then guys ‘n’ gals, get
yourself another muggins to schedule
your rides and write a blurb for the
newsletter, because it won’t be me.
Keep the shiny sides up,
Luv n XXXXX
Bwucie

bay of plenty
Well, as our Indian summer continues
there have been many opportunities
to get the bike out and I for one have

certainly been doing just that. The
club ride for March around the
Coromandel was a l ittle
disappointing with only Catherine
and I plus Ken Blackett fronting up on
the day, I think due to the heavy cloud
build up around the hills putting
people off. However it came to
nothing (the weather that is) and Ken
and I had an absolute ball
circumnavigating the Coromandel
Peninsula. It still rates as the best ride
in the North Island for me!
April’s social night at Tauranga Thai
was well attended and, although the
service was a little slow, the food was
good and the company great. As you
will see in the Events Calendar, I’m
trying Wednesday to see if we can
catch a bigger audience so let me
know whether you think this is a good
idea or not.
On Sunday 15 April, I managed to
muster five bikes and seven people
for another ride on the Coromandel,
(yes it’s a favourite of mine!) and
again the weather played ball as we
went up to Coromandel town via
Whitianga with lunch at the Umu
Café, a great place to eat.
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Finally I have put out an email asking
whether people still wish to be on my
notification e-mail list for all our
events. No response will see people
removed from the list. I just want to
make sure those on the l ist are the
people who are keen to go riding.
Over the last few years my list has
gown incredibly yet we only ever see
or hear from around 10% of those
emailed!
Look forward to those replies.
Peter.

taranaki
Some days you’re the windscreen,
some days you’re the bug! The week
leading up to the N to N ride was not
flash weather wise, darn pesky
tropical cyclones! So it was with
some trepidation I woke up on the
Saturday and opened the curtains.
My worst fears were confirmed, it was
not flash out there.
Bother could have been the word I
used (but it wasn’t). So I packed a
small day pack in case an alternative
day ride was viable and trundled off to
the meeting place to spread the bad
news to anyone who may have been
foolhardy enough to turn up.
On arriving at Ngamotu beach, I
spied only one other bike and noticed
the lack of panniers. “Not going” said
Colin, to which I readily agreed.
“Should we go for a ride to Taupo?”
A glance towards the north, “Nah
mate, let’s go home”.
So that’s the ride report from
Taranaki for this month. Pretty sad
reading I guess but, on the plus side,
it now means I can re-schedule this
ride for another day. I will leave it until
winter has finished, hopefully the
weather will be kinder to us next time.
Colin

rangitikei
We had a great turn out of members
for our last Ride-n-Dine for the
summer on Tuesday 27 March
although, as the weather looked
suspect, only a very few of us came
by bike. We converged on the
Rangitikei Tavern in Bulls, more
commonly known as The Rat Hole,
for a hearty meal that would do a
giant proud!

Being Easter Sunday I was not
expecting a large turnout on our April
ride and was really pleased to see
that we ended up with four bikes and
seven members meeting at AFC
Motorcycles, including Neil who had
ridden down from National Park to
join us.
We travelled over the Saddle Road on
to Waipawa where we met up with
Danny and Rosemary Young. Dan
then led us through to Elsthorpe and
up Kahuranaki Road and Tuki Tuki
Road to Raymond Road before
stopping for lunch at the Clifton Café.
After lunch we said farewell to Neil
who headed home over the Gentle
Annie while the rest of us wound our
way down Middle Road and home via
the Pahiatua track.
Robin

east coast
It was no hardship undertaking the
East Coast chapter’s planned April
ride over the Gentle Annie to Taihape.
The day was calm and the skies were
clear. The difficulty was finding the
Caltex meeting spot in Hastings, as
Rosemary and I had never actually
started from there. When we found
the right place, it was full of bikes
getting ready to roll. We quickly
ascertained that they were the
Ulysses Group, and were heading to
Parongahau. We watched the 33
bikes leave, waited a few more
minutes for any of our group, and
then set off on our own.

The ride up to the heights of
Sherenden was through gently roll ing
hills populated with farms of sheep,
deer and cattle and nearer to town
quite a few new houses with views.
Indeed, the reverse route would give
you glorious views across Hawkes
Bay to the sea and Cape Kidnappers.
It doesn‘t take long to find yourseves
in the middle of the Kawaka Range.
Folks were out and about fishing and
walking in the Forest Park. Only one
bike overtook us and three came
toward us. We had brought along a
flask of tea and nibbles for a quick
stop by a stream.
Out of the forest, we rode alongside
the high tussock meadows towards
the pristine white painted Erewhon
Station. More farmland, but much
harsher conditions than the coast. Mt
Ruapehu was clearly visible with a
few patches of snow.
Over the Rangitikei River, we had
another climb and then left to
Taihape to meet with Gerard Van
Berloand and Cathy Isles at the
Brown Sugar Café. Gerard and Cathy
had meandered from Palmerston
North through roads and places
unfamiliar to us. We arrived between
the first and second flush of diners,
as the Fielding Steam Inc. had
brought a day trip to Taihape,
steaming and whistling up and down
the nearby rail-line.

A photo taken by a passing visitor at the Stormy Point lookout, which provides panoramic views
of the Rangitikei Valley and beyond for East Cape members Dan and Rosemary Young.
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Thoughts of the sweeping Rangitikei
hills and valleys tempted us to do the
circle home. We have always loved
seeing the dramatic cliffs carved by
the Rangitikei and had not been
along this way for several years.
Turning off at Vinegar Hill led to more
views. Signalled roadworks for a
washout on the Rewa hill did not slow
us down until we reached the top to
stop at the Stormy Point lookout. We
could see the ancient river terraces
mentioned on the infomation board
and there was Ruapehu now with
Ngauruhoe over her shoulder. It was
hazier to the south so Kapiti and the
sea were not visible.
Heading down through Cheltenham,
turning right on SH54 to Fielding, we
later took a left towards Ashhurst
through Colyton. This bought us to
the back of Ashhurst and, across a
couple of junctions, we ended up on
Saddle Road. This was the busiest
part of the whole ride but traffic was
moving along okay with no ‘road-
menders’ to slow us down. We by-
passed Woodville and, with a petrol
stop in Dannevirke, were home by
5:30. Not bad for 206 kilometers to
Taihape and 208 back.
Dan Young

wellington
Sunday 15 April was one of those
rare, balmy Wellington autumn days
with the sun was shining and great
condition for a day’s riding. We left
our meeting point Caltex Rimutaka at
10:00 am sharp with seven BMWs, a
Moto Guzzi and a Honda heading to a
private motorcycle museum in
Woodville.
The Moto Guzzi belonged to a friend
of Tim and Anne Taylor who joined us
for the ride. The Honda belonged to
Andy Muir, an ex Wellington member.
Andy had missed his planned ride
with the e-riders group and instead
elected to tag along with us.
Peter Tibbs was waiting for us at the
Solway railway station on the
Masterton bypass, joining in as we
passed. Shortly after, David Visser
joined the group on his Suzuki 1400
as we rejoined SH2 north of
Masterton. David had arrived late at
Caltex Rimutaka and had to play
catch up. David was also filming us
riding using a helmet mounted video
camera.

We stopped at the Dudley Hotel in
Mangatainoka for a quick regroup
before heading to Woodville to
ensure we arrived at the museum as
a group.
Clive, the owner of the museum was
waiting for us and, after a quick round
of introductions, proceeded with the
guided tour. Clive’s place is a private
museum and contains over 150
motorcycles of various descriptions
and vintages. Included in the
collection are three Ferguson
tractors, one of which is a very rare
diesel and last used by Sir Edmund
Hillary on his trip the Pole.

Leaving the museum, we headed
back to the Dudley Hotel in
Mangatainoka for lunch before
separating and making our own way
home.
Dave

canterbury
The tantalising thought of a weekend
away riding through a part of Central
Otago and the environs of Dunedin
saw a small but select group of
individuals combine on Saturday 17
February at our rendezvous point, the
Steampunk capital of New Zealand,
Oamaru.

A great example of Honda’s XL250 Motosport, a single-cylinder thumper with a trick four-valve
head, upswept exhaust system and a serious off-road chassis, high fenders and all

Wellington members check out Clive’s farm bikes, part of a larger collection of motorcycles
and other old and rare things in his Woodville museum
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Warren and I along with Geoff Stott
decided to head down to Oamaru
from Christchurch on the Friday night
to avoid an early start on Saturday
morning and got to dine out on the
best fish n chips south of the Waitaki
River.
Breakfast was at Steam Café, which
Gary and Vicky Beatty had
recommended. Shortly after meeting
up, Jeff Louwman arrived
resplendent in his Rally Pro 2 suit,
which incidentally is for sale as Jeff is
seeking a new “twat” suit. If you are
not familiar with this term, visit
UKGSER.com. You will be richer for
the experience.
Now fed and watered, we headed off
along SH1 stopping momentarily to
look at a bike shop in Palmerston that

had a collection of old bikes last time I
was there a few months back
Unfortunately no more so off to
McRae’s Flat now in steady rain,
bummer.
The obligatory stop at McRae’s mine
was made with the purpose of simply
looking into that man-made marvel –
a big hole in the ground. With drizzle
now clawing at us we headed to the
Kissing Post Café in Middlemarch for
refreshments (and to rest our weary
bones) indulging in homemade game
pies set amongst a selection of rail
trail memorabilia.
Mid-afternoon we set off in a pursuit
of happiness called Dunedin only to
find en route that some of the best
biking roads in the South Island were
nowhere to be seen. Fog had

descended to such a level that we
could only just make out the next road
marker in front of us. Best to arrive
late and safe I was thinking as we
wound our way along the ribbon of
asphalt that lay in front of us.
Accommodation sorted previously via
the marvel of the internet gave us
time to call into McIvor and Veitch to
dine out on the smorgasbord of
Harley Davidsons. Dunedin was
holding the 2012 HOG convention –
989 Harley Davidson riders, whew!
The brand of Harley Davidson is
something to behold I have to say;
think black T shirts, grubby denim
and more leather and tassels than
you’ll find at the Calgary Stampede
and you’ll get the picture. All of which
incidentally was set against the
reflection of highly polished HD
bikes. I mused over the charm of HD
as I cast my eye around the shop to
see Warren standing among the
HOG riders dressed in his newly
acquired day-glow rain suit - my mind
turned to an unsuitable analogy of a
luminous condom, but I suppose he
was at least visible and dry.
Dunedin town was buzzing and not
just because of the HOG rally, it was
orientation week at Otago University
too, with students doing their best to
test and taste what the town has to
offer. On arriving at our hotel we
discovered that Vicky had got her
weekends mixed up and had booked
in for the following weekend; bloody
internet. With the help of the hotel
and a last minute cancellation, we
managed to find a family unit just
down the road and, with a bit of
juggling around, we decided that all
six of us would stay together.

Oamaru, Steampunk capital of New Zealand

Cleaning up at Mesopotamia Station Warren cleaning up Jeff’s 650X
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We didn’t have too far to walk to the
local pub for our evening meal, albeit
in light rain I might add.
On the Sunday we had arranged to
meet Barry Richardson with a bunch
of Central Otago riders at the Moeraki
Tavern for lunch. As the weather had
improved, we decided to do the loop
around the coast to Port Chalmers
where we enjoyed a good breakfast
at Steamers Café. Walking around
the environs of 100 plus year old
Victorian inspired architecture that is
Port Chalmers, built of brick and
mortar, is a whole new game
especially for those of us that have
lived through the Canterbury
Earthquakes. Pretty it may be, safe it
probably is not.
The café was cosy place and a quick
word to a local gave us directions to
SH1 via a tight and twisty back road
that caresses the hills along the
eastern coast, past the Orokonui Eco
sanctuary all the way to Waikouaiti.
Think a warm summer’s day and an
S1000RR and you’ll get a picture of
what the opportunity was like.
Gary and Vicky went onwards to visit
a friend before heading directly to
the tavern while the rest of us took a
detour to Trotters Gorge, which sits
west of the main highway heading
north past Palmerston town. The
topography of the land surrounding
the gorge has some surprising rock
formations to inspire ones senses.
Worthy of a Kodak moment! The
turnout of the Otago members was
memorable for the sheer number of
bikes and the good natured folks that
made a commitment to motor to the
Moeraki tavern from far and wide, two
hands together for the Otago
members I say. Heading home on
drying roads made the trek up SH1
less arduous. Cheers to everyone that
came along for the ride.
Before the Canterbury Earthquake
we had promised Sue and Malcolm
Prouting (owners of Mesopotamia
Station) that we would be giving them
a hand to paint the old school house
in return for the use of some of their
farm tracks for the keen GS
enthusiasts. With one thing or
another, the months seemed to slip
by and, all of a sudden, a year had
disappeared so we contacted them
and organised a working bee for
Saturday 3 March.

Mesopotamia is approximately a 2 ½
hour drive from Christchurch and lies
between the Rangitata and Forest
Creek rivers. It was named by Samuel
Butler who was the first to settle there
in 1860. The name Mesopotamia
originates from the Middle East and
means ‘land between two rivers’ (the
original being the Tigris and the
Euphrates).
The 25,000 acre property was
bought by Malcolm Prouting in 1945
and is still owned and managed by
the Prouting family. The road into the
station starts at Peel Forest, 15
kilometres north of Geraldine. The
majority of the route is metalled road
and the vistas along the route are
typical of the high country - big skies,
majestic landscapes and peaks that
you feel you can reach out and touch.
The general public are able to visit or
stay at the station and further
information on the accommodation
options can be found on http://
www.mesopotamia.co.nz/.
Warren and I headed down on the
Friday night in steady rain with the
rest of the gang arriving on Saturday
morning, namely Geoff Stott, Jeff
Louwman, Geoff Davis and Gary
Beatty. Geoff Davis arrived dripping
wet having ridden his KTM, the rest
of us were in our respective cars.
Our accommodation was at ‘The
Rowans’, the original homestead on
the property which can sleep up to 12
people – plenty of room for just the six
of us.

We intended to paint the roof of the
school house but, on looking at the
three metre drop on to the concrete
playground below and because some
of us have already had our fair share
of injuries in the last couple of years,
it was decided to return the following
weekend with scaffolding and do it
properly. We subsequently learned
that Sue Prouting had painted the
entire roof of the current two storey
homestead alone, without scaffolding
and in bare feet – so that made us
look like a bunch of pussies but never
the less we felt that it was the right
decision. [Harden up ladies! – Ed]
To make up for the lack of painting
that weekend we tidied the school
grounds, trimmed trees, cleared the
drains, weeded the gardens and
generally gave the place a good
spring clean. After returning to our
accommodation that evening, feeling
happy with what we had achieved for
the day, a few of the boys headed up
the valley; Warren on Jeff’s X-
Challenge, Gary on a DR650 and
Geoff Davis on his KTM 990. A side
visit to the local cemetery made for
some interesting reading and one
thing that surprised me was the
number of people from around the
country that have been laid to rest at
the station cemetery.
Earlier that day, we met some visitors
to the property who had once l ived
and brought up all their children at
‘The Rowans’ and, as we sat warming
ourselves in front of the fire, we

Seems a shame to leave really!
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imagined the difficulties they would
have faced back then especially the
harsh winters they would have
endured.
The boys arrived back around 7:00
pm after which we all sat down to
dinner and enjoyed a few wines
sitting in front of the fire (the
temperature had dropped
considerably by then and we were
glad to have some firewood close by).
We regaled each other with our bike
history, the bike you should not have
sold and the bike you would buy if
money was not a consideration,
entertaining.
A week later a smaller group headed
down again to paint the roof, which
we did without too much of a hassle.
The colour difference between the
batches of paint was so marked we
had to get back onto the roof and
repaint a third of it. Not satisfied with
that, we cranked up Geoff Stott’s
garden machinery and set to taming
the large hedge that surrounds the
Staff Cottage opposite the school
house. Our work was duly rewarded
by a large batch of scones knocked
together by Sue, yummy!
There is still more work to do, as you
would expect given the size of the
Station, and our next foray down to
Mesopotamia will be as a chainsaw
gang. The grader can tidy up the
access road for the upcoming book
launch in October 2012, which will
cover the lives and times of the
people that have lived and worked on
the Station since its inception.
Lex

otago/southland
April’s ride was to Lawrence and then
onto The Moth Café, formerly the
Mandeville Railway Hotel at
Mandeville. The early autumn
weather was perfect for riding and
there was a good crowd from
Dunedin, Karitane and Alexandra who
met up at the Wild Walnut Café in
Lawrence for morning tea. We also
had several Ulysses guests along for
the ride with us.
We left the Wild Walnut Café and
headed over the hills to Clydevale via
Tuapeka West, enjoying the stunning
views from the hilltop road. From
Clydevale we took another excellent
but little used road to Clinton where
we joined SH1 to Gore and then to
Mandeville where we joined the
Invercargill contingent and Bob from
Te Anau for lunch. All up, there were
23 of us there to enjoy the excellent
menu.
After lunch, we left as usual for our
respective homes via other roads and
places. The Moth Café is a great ride-
in venue made better by the choice of
roads available to all of us.
Next month’s run which will be in late
April will be our Autumn Colours Run
through Central Otago.
Barry

Some of the Otago/Southland members at
The Wild Walnut Café, Lawrence

David Oldershaw and I are riding
buddies; our third excellent
adventure was well overdue. An
earlier adventure had taken us
anticlockwise around SH45, the “Surf
Highway”. This time we did some of
SH45 clockwise and rode those other
roads that skirt around the mountain
above it.
We’d planned a six day ride from
Wellington to finish at the Register’s
RAG Rally at Pokaka. As it happened,
the weather was great, just a very
light shower on two separate days,
and dry on arrival at the destination.
I’d planned for some back road riding
to be incorporated. The first was at
Himatangi and a jump one block to
the right (east) and we rode north
uninterrupted up to Sanson. We
stopped for a coffee there before
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daves’ excellent adventure
words/photos: Dave Morris

heading to lunch at Westmere, just
west of Wanganui. The BP fuel
station was closed as the
underground tanks were being
replaced. The Pukeko’s Nest Café is
the same though and is still a good
bikers’ stop.
Up by Hawera, the next back road
was the fast bit through Kapuni and
Auroa then back onto SH45 at
Pihama. The corner section here has
a collection of vintage tractors. I just
happened on the brother of the
owner and chatted with him for
maybe 10 minutes. The owner died a
few years ago and the tractors and
associated parts are slowly being
sold. We stayed at the Opunaki Motel
– a favourite haunt for us.

My mother’s uncle signed up for the
Land War at Parihaka in the early
1880s. I was interested to visit this
place just off SH54 near Cape
Egmont. I was expecting to see a
plaque or monument, in fact there
was the remnants of a concrete
structure and a tomb to Maori
leaders. There are some residential
dwellings there and a number of
families resident.
Always gotta stop at Mokai so we
timed it for lunch.
Our next accommodation stop was at
the Kiwi Cave Rafting place in
Waitomo. It’s the first time I have
experienced mixed accommodation.
There was this girl from Israel, I don’t
know what she thought, but the
arrangement worked out.

Up in the morning and we’re riding
out to Kawhia and then up to Raglan -
the short way. 20 kilometres of gravel
on an R1200C! What a contrast
between the two settlements; Kawhia
appears to be in some sort of time
warp as one remembers the 1960s,
Raglan reminded me of Noosa in
Australia, upmarket, trendy and over-
developed.
From there it was Hamilton; our
accommodation for the evening was
walking distance from the shopping/
eating mecca and proved very handy.
The bridge over the mighty Waikato
was shared with trains. Our stay here
coincided with a balloon festival and,
in the still of the morning, one drifted
over the city at breakfast time.
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Friday was a short ride day. I was
taking a country back road that took
us east of Tirau along Lake Karapiro
and through a named dot on my road
map called Hodderville. I thought
Hodderville was an unusual name for
a NZ locality and a Google search
revealed that a Salvation Army Boy’s
Home was there from 1920s to
1980s. The home was named after
Commissioner Henry C. Hodder, who
was the Salvation Army Territorial
Commander in New Zealand 1914 to
1922. I never saw the building itself
but you learn something new every
day.

We took a refill stop at Tokoroa then
headed out on SH 32 to Whakamaru.
Time for a bite here. A group of riders
turn up and, naturally, a discussion
started up. It was Simon Jamison
from South Pacific Motorcycle Tours
with an Austrian, Japanese and
American in tow. These guys were
riding from Christchurch to Auckland.
On Lake Whakamaru there is an
island and on it the Lake Whakamaru
Christian Camp. I choose to stay here
the night as it was good proximity
from Pokaka and the novelty of the
island was an attraction. It was a very
calm night but pitch black with no
street lights or houses and really

quite peaceful. A torch was essential;
the moon that night was only first
quarter.
The Western Lake Road is always a
favourite and that was our ride this
morning. A couple of light showers,
the second of two for the trip, did
nothing to spoil the enjoyment. We
took a brief stop to collect “Fly Buys”
courtesy of my 17 l itre tank at
Tokaanu before a cold ride over to
National Park and a quick perusal of
the 2013 rally base, “The Park”
before a brief stop to check out the
‘last spike’ picnic area and onto the
Taylor Memorial Lodge and RAG
Rally.Tractors at Opunake

Lake Whakamaru at dawn

rag rally on a tank of gas
words/photos: Darryl Applegate
I left Whangarei at midday Friday on
my 1986 R80GSPD and rode to
Auckland via Hwy 16 and Experience
BMW. I stayed at Paul’s on the
Northshore Friday night, where I
bumped into members David and
Alison Newman and Peter Standring,
some of our some older Register
members.
Paul, on his R75, and I left Auckland
at 8:30 am to meet up with Rob on
his R75 at Papakura. We then carried
on to Ngaruawahia to meet Yan on his
R60 and Neil on his R1150GS before
heading to Otorohanga for lunch.
This part was a bit of a slow ride as
the guys on the older bikes were
taking it steady.
Neil and I decided to pick the pace up
from Te Kuiti and leave the older guys
to ride at their speed. Te Kuiti to
Taumaranui is a great motorcycle
road at better speeds. We stopped in
Taumarunui for food and alcohol
supplies, then it was an easy 60
kilometres to the RAG Rally HQ.

Other members were already there
and, as the afternoon ran on, more
arrived. All up around 30 members
attended and many were on an older
airhead BMW. I counted 2 R60s, 3
R75s, 2 R80GS/PDs, 3 R100GS/PDs,
1 R80GS, a cruiser, 2 R1150RTs, an
R1150RS,  an R1100GS, an
R1200GS, a K1600GTL, 4 Jap bikes
and the car that Clifford came in.
We all had a great feed and a good
night talking.
I managed all this on only a tank of
gas each way with little to spare.
Forgot to mention that my tank holds
32lts of fuel. All up a total of 1070
kilometres.
If you haven’t been to a RAG Rally yet,
then you should.

Otorohanga lunch stop

Below: Paul’s R75, Neil’s R60 and Yan’s R60
Below right: Rob’s black R75 and Neil

Bernard’s white R60
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More RAG Rally photos courtesy of Dave Morris.

R75/5 R75/5

R75/5

R75/5

R60/6

Above: Northland bikes

Another great RAG Rally!
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Contact Daniel on:
DDI: (03) 363 7235
Mobile: 027 440 0179
Email: daniel.mclachlan@jgbmw.co.nz

BMW got it right
Words: Peter Tibbs
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There’s a lot more to the K1600GLT
than meets the eye. I am convinced
BMW has got it right.
As our new bike is blue, we have
nicked named it “The Big Blue
Whale”.
You might ask, “why on earth the big
blue whale?”. Well, for starters, what
BMW has created here is something
else. This bike has all the power and
stamina coupled with the beauty and
grace of a big blue whale.
But wait, there’s more; the agility of
this bike will blow you away. I have
found the K1600GTL unbelievable in
the way it tracks through the bends,
be them long fast corners, uphill or
downhill switchbacks, it just makes
riding so much more fun knowing
that you have a bike that stays on
track.
In fact in over fifty years of riding
motorcycles I have never come
across a bike so sure footed,
comfortable and just plain easy to
ride, in short it’s just fun!
Not only can this bike go places, it
can stop as well. While out on one of
our country roads I put the brakes to
the test. After warning Ann what was
about to happen, I laid into the brakes
with all that I could. Despite the fact
Ann was prepared for the all out stop,
I thought she was going to come
right through my jacket. The

deceleration from just over a hundred
KPH was incredible and throughout
this braking manoeuvre the bike
stayed online and maintained
traction.
Ann tells me that from a pill ion’s
point of view the seating and the ride
characteristics of the bike are just
spot on. We won’t mention that the
seats are heated and the powered
windscreen keeps her out of the
wind. As to the hard braking, at least
she knows we can stop on a fifty cent
piece and still get forty cents change.
Having just been away for an
extended weekend, the luggage
proved to be able to cope with all our
bits and pieces fitting in quite
comfortably, made so much more
user friendly by the central locking
system fitted to this bike. Just to
make sure you don’t get lost the GPS
has, in addition to all the normal bells
and whistles, the ability to accept
from your PC your planned trip with
all your stop off points included.
I wrote about the stamina of this bike,
well let me tell you that Ann and I,
with the luggage fully loaded, rode
both ways across the Rimutaka
Range in top gear without any sign of
the bike having to work hard at all.
Good Points: Plenty.

Bad Points: Still trying to find them,
maybe the blinker switch isn’t as
good as the two switch system.
If you’re thinking of moving to a tourer
or upgrading your current tourer then
you have to try this bike out, you
won’t be able to give it back.
Motomart in Lower Hutt supplied
ours and I’d have to say they were
just great to deal with. Robert, their
BMW technician, was happy for me
to sit in on the process of preparing
the bike for the road.
Once he had completed the final
assembly and check list, he then
asked if I would like to turn the key
and press the starter button for the
first time. How’s that? Did I mention I
had hardly touched the starter button
when that big engine burst into life?
Sorry have to sign off now, just can’t
wait to get back on the road again. I
have already travelled over 3000
kilometres.
You all take care out there now.
Tibsy.
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letters
Dear Garry and fellow members,
I would like a discussion around an
idea I have concerning the level of
cash funds that the Register is
maintaining on deposit. The point I
would like to raise is the idea that the
register makes a substantial donation
from its cash reserves to The St John
Ambulance Charity. I’m suggesting a
figure of $10,000 this year and then a
further sum of $10,000 in 2013. I
have several reasons for promoting
this idea.
First, a little background information
before the rationale. In the early days
of the Register the cash funds were
used to purchase consumable spares
(tyres, plugs, oils, tools etc). When we
needed any of these items we
contacted Walter de Beurrs who
would send off whatever we needed
and at wholesale rates, benefitting
the membership as a whole. With the
advent of new models (prior to this
everyone had 18" wheels, used 20/
50 oil, and the most technically
advanced electronic component was
the battery) this became un-tenable
and the cash reserves were no longer
needed, so began the steady
increase to the levels of cash assets
we currently have.
The Register is a non-profit
organisation, which roughly
translates to an organisation that
spends its income throughout the
financial year to benefit the members
of the organisation. The Register has
at present (as published in the
Treasurer’s report of March 12)
$44,203.00 on deposit as well as a
current account balance of
$11,455.00 with around three
months to go before membership
renewals begin again. This figure has
continued to steadily increase over
the years and shows no signs of
reducing. The Register’s assets need
to be spent in a way that benefits all
members and in all areas of the
country whether they reside in Kaitaia
or Invercargill. I can think of no better
way to do this than to benefit a charity
that serves us as motorcyclists as no
other. If we are not spending money
on rider training (consider this to be
the ‘top’ of the cliff) then we should
support the organisation that saves
us when some of us, as
motorcyclists, reach the bottom of
the cliff. I have served two terms as

Treasurer and cannot see any reason
why the Register needs any more
cash in reserve than to cover
replacement of assets used to
produce the newsletter, maintain
records for accounting, membership
purposes and deposits and floats for
events, with a little extra for rainy
days. The level of renewal funds
should be sufficient to cover the
operating costs (the Treasurer
advises this each year at the AGM
based on income and expenditure).
We are currently not registered for
GST but I have a suspicion that in
reaching a figure of $60,000 this GST
status can no longer be maintained.
I’m not an accountant so am open to
correction here. The implications for
further increases in our reserves
could be the elephant in the room. I
consider this to be a most positive
way of promoting the Register as an
organisation that is un-selfish and
whose members are willing to share
their resources for the benefit of all
and each time we saw a St John
Ambulance on the road we would
have the satisfaction of knowing that
we all contributed in a small way
towards it. I would l ike to hear the
opinions of other members and then
consideration of this by the Executive
based on popular opinion.
Regards
Rob Hargreaves #356

Dear Editor
As the venue for the AGM is changing
this year, I believe it’s opportune to
revisit the timing of the AGM itself.
The aim of an AGM is to encourage
interest and participation in the
running of the club, but the numbers
attending our AGMs have not been
large and those attending certainly
haven't been representative from a
geographical point of view.
There are good reasons for this as
early October is not a great time for a
motorcycle trip/holiday, which is the
main reason for the almost total lack
of interest among South Island
members. Shifting the AGM to
Palmerston North is not going to
change that and will probably result
in fewer attending from the northern
parts of the North Island due to the
[albeit slightly] greater distances
involved.

annual rally
souvenir
words: Denise Carr
Cromwell 2012 was our second
national rally. We loved everything
there was to do there.
At the rally dinner, we were told that
Alexandra’s Mobil Station had helped
sponsor the rally and to fill up there if
we needed gas. Well, we did and
parked on the forecourt was a purple
R100R, just the same as Norm and
Marie Nichol’s.
I asked the store assistant where the
owners were, with the intention of
having a quick catchup. To my
amazement I was told, “Oh, that
bike’s for sale.”
Cutting a long story short, Roy took it
for a test ride, came back almost
beaming (best poker face on) and
asked if I’d found out the price!
The owner wanted $4,500 for a 1992
R100R, registered for the first time in
1994, only 50,000 kms on the clock
and in brilliant nick, only doing a few
100 kms between warrants over the
last few years. We couldn’t believe it
and after a quick two up test ride,
bought it on the spot.
We garaged it at our friend’s home in
Alexandra for the next couple of
weeks. Roy then had the absolute joy
of flying into Queenstown (snow in
January!), bussing to Alexandra,
spending an evening there before the
journey home over the weekend.
He rode from Alexandra to Amberley
on Saturday, then from there to
Picton and home on the ferry on
Sunday, arriving exhilarated although
with sore cheeks from all the
grinning. It is a beautiful bike, so
thanks for the wonderful reason to
travel south and find it.

Roy and his purple passion (BMW description
is actually Amethyst)
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Surely the answer is to combine the AGM with
the Annual Rally in the way that the Ulysses Club
does. Such a move would substantially increase
the numbers attending the AGM, and more
importantly it would result in a far wider cross-
section of Register members attending. It would
also move the AGM venue around the country,
thereby giving all members a better opportunity
to attend an AGM at some time. The meeting
itself would take up very l ittle time, and would be
easily accommodated in the Rally programme.
Such a move would seem to me to be a "win/win"
situation.
Barry Richardson
Otago/Southland Area Rep.
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register business
Minutes of the National Committee meeting held
Monday 16 April 2012 at the Petone Working Men’s Club,
Petone, Wellington.
Meeting commenced: 7.30 pm
Attendance: President Peter, seventeen members and
guest speaker, David Visser. Jo Buckner stepped in as
Secretary in David’s absence.
Apologies: Doug and Christine Stuart, David and Cath
Thomson, Anne Taylor
President Peter welcomed members and guests to the
meeting.
Minutes of the previous meeting: A motion was put
that the minutes of the National Committee meeting held
on Monday 12 March 2012, as published in the April
2012 newsletter, be confirmed as a true and correct
record. (Dave Oldershaw / Cheryl Morris)
Matters arising: None
Correspondence: No correspondence to hand.
Treasurer’s report: Jo read out Phill ip’s report, which
was tabled for circulation. Cheryl Morris requested an
update regarding reimbursement of around $122 for
envelopes. President Peter said he’d discuss a request
for a monthly profit and loss statement with the Treasurer
at the upcoming Executive meeting.
Editor’s Report: Garry has had good feedback regarding
the colour newsletter, he reiterated it only costs an extra 8
cents per copy when asked. The publication of the Tour
Guide has been deferred to October 2012, there is no
point in publishing it just before we go into around of
membership renewals – also, not many members tour in
winter so there is not a high need for an updated tour
guide at this time.
Membership report: John’s report was tabled as follows:
“Due to my absence overseas there were new member
applications and one renewal waiting for me when I got
back. These have been processed and the packages
have been sent out. Membership activities have been
quite low the last couple of months, which was just as well
under the circumstances.”
Gear Shop report: Nothing to report – very slow.
Area Rep’s report: Dave Oldershaw provide a report.
Successful ride for the Wellington crew the day before -
went to a private motorcycle museum in Woodville. A
good number attended the North Island RAG Rally – it
was a good rally.
General business:
1. President Peter circulated two letters from members
that have been sent to him for consideration by the
Executive at their meeting in Ohakune on 13 May 2012:

♦ Email from Richard Cullingworth – Cost of New
BMWs Around the World

♦ Letter from Rob Hargreaves regarding two matters:

• Call for discussion regarding the level and
use of cash funds that the register is maintaining
on deposit;

• Request for a profit and loss report to be
published in the newsletter as part of the
Treasurer’s report.

Peter asked the National Committee to read the letters
ready for discussion at the next monthly meeting, which
will be directly after the Executive meeting. Peter
outlined some of the background for the National
Committee. He noted that an organisation’s capital
reserves do not impact on its GST status. The need to
account for GST arises once an organisation’s annual
income (i.e. sales and fees) exceeds $59,999 – that
situation does not apply to the Register so no need to be
registered for GST at this time. There was some
discussion regarding the use of reserves. Garry noted
that the question of how much is the right amount to keep
in reserve has been an ongoing issue for the BMWOR
Executive and that decisions about the best use of funds
need to be taken in line with the requirements of the
Register’s Constitution. He suggested therefore it’s a
decision for the membership to make. Peter will report
back to the National Committee on 14 May 2012.
2. Peter outlined his and David Thomson’s upcoming
South Island trip to Nelson and Canterbury Areas. They
will see Ross Will iams in Blenheim and then head on to
Nelson. The Nelson crew has postponed their regular ride
for one week so that Peter and David can join them and
then talk about Register business. Peter noted that City
Motorcycles is the new BMW service agent in Nelson.
As for members in Canterbury and further south, they are
expecting a very large turnout at an evening event hosted
by Jeff  Gray BMW in Christchurch. Peter is looking
forward to communicating the Executive’s thoughts on
the concept of a Vice President role, based in the South
Island according to the current location of Executive
members. Unfortunately Peter and David can’t get down
further south than Christchurch as it’s too far away for the
time they have available. Peter noted positive responses
from those in the South Island and North Island who have
so far responded to ideas for changes to the governance
structure of the Register.
Next meeting: Monday 14 May at the Petone Working
Mens Club, Petone.
There being no further business the meeting closed at
7:54 pm and David Visser gave an interesting
presentation on the types of helmet-mounted cameras
that are currently available.
He had excellent footage of his ride up to Cape Reinga,
which demonstrated how well the cameras worked – the
trip looked awesome on the big screen.
He also outlined the pros and cons of the different types
of cameras – including links to GPS units, sound quality,
the ease or otherwise of adjusting and switching on/off
the cameras whilst riding and the data storage capability
of the camera units.
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motorrad news
Ron Smith, the new owner of City Motorcycles
in Nelson, and his team are now the BMW
Motorrad parts and service agent for the top of
the South Island. City Motorcycles also enjoys
a partnership arrangement with Jeff Gray
BMW Motorrad in Christchurch as their
Nelson area service agents for BMW.
Ron and Jason Howcroft, Manager City
Motorcyles, are enthusiastic about their
involvment with BMW and are looking forward
to growing the brand in the area. The
workshop is fully equipped with all BMW
genuine tools and electronic diagnostic
equipment and, as things progress, a range of
BMW rider gear and a few bikes on display too.
Ron and his team look forward to developing
relationships with BMW owners in thre Nelson
region and encourage all past and present
BMW owners to call in and meet the team.

Bill Prosser, Ron Smith, Jason Howcroft and Lee
Marchbanks at City Motorcycles, Nelson
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Marketplace is a service for members of BMWOR of NZ. Advertisements will be
accepted from members, commercial traders and non-members when it is
considered in our members’ interest to do so. No charge is made for Marketplace
advertising.  The Editor and Executive reserve the right to reject or modify any
advertisement considered inappropriate and take no responsibil ity for errors or
omissions, the quality of items, claims made, or for any transactions that ensue.
Advertisements run for 3 months from the date first published unless otherwise
arranged with the Editor.

marketplace

help wanted ________________

for sale _____________________bikes for sale ______________

K1200S - Stored
in Spain. 32,000
km, all service
done by BMW. NZ
plate 57YRF.
Ready for touring
Europe with

panniers, tankbag, luggage rack and bag,
TomTom GPS (new 2011) with maps for
UK and Europe. Asking NZ$15,000 for
delivery Alicante late May.
Contact Knut on 02102431154 or email
knuttorelid@hotmail.com                          (3)

On occasion Star Insurance sell parts from insurance wrecks through Trade Me. Take a look at the Star Insurance website
www.starinsurance.co.nz for details.

BMW K75RT – (1994). 108,000kms.
Bike in good condition for age, fairing has
been repainted. I purchased bike in 1996
and it has provided me and my wife over
100,000kms of great touring around NZ.
Selling as it’s time to upgrade. Offers
considered.
Contact Stuart Burns (021) 972535 or
stuart.burns@xtra.co.nz                             (2)

BMW R1150R -
2004. Immaculate
in black, nicely
run in at 35,000
km. Dealer
serviced since
new, 2 owners –
current owner for

last 7 years. Luggage rack, top bag,
panniers, small screen, charger socket,
engine protectors. Charger and riding
gear also available. Sensible offers
considered.
Contact Don on 021 742-287 or email
l.d.mackenzie@xtra.co.nz                           (3)

Ventura pack rack and L rails for BMW
R1200GS (2004 – 10). Complete with all
fittings. In good condition. $150.
Contact Dick (North Shore) at
richard.cullingworth@xtra.co.nz              (3)

Canada/USA - I am flying to Vancouver in
mid July for 3 months biking across
Canada and northern USA. I have yet to
decide whether to ship my bike or buy
one there. If anyone has experience of
shipping a bike to and/or from Canada,
buying bikes there or information on
where I should ride, I would be delighted
to hear from you. Please contact me at
richard.cullingworth@xtra.co.nz (3)

FLY spots
Have you recorded FLY spots from your
annual rally trip? It’s a good start to
accumulating points between 1 Dec
2011 - 30 Nov 2012.
- 1 point is scored per kilometre travelled
to, from, and during any event published
during the year in the newsletter
- 150 extra points if the trip involves a
ferry crossing between the islands (300
return trip)
- 200 extra points if the event is for
charity
- up to 300 extra points (at the discretion
of the Secretary) if you can demonstrate
you’ve promoted the Register in a
positive way during the event.
There’s a fabulous trophy donated many
moons ago by Finn, Lorraine, Lars and
Yvette (hence the FLY) Neilsen for the
member scoring the most points during
the year. There is a more recent trophy
just for our female riders (the Lady FLY).
Trophies are presented (if anyone is so
deserving) at the Annual Rally each year.
Entries are called for in November each
year, you simply provide the details of
your rides, the points you have
accummulated and any demonstrative
evidence of how you’ve promoted the
Register on any event to the Secretary
by email before the close off date that is
set.

BMW F650 -
(1999). 35,626
kms. Purchased
from another
BMWOR member
for a friend from
the States that

was spending time in New Zealand. It is in
very good condition having had quite a
bit of work done on it prior to my friend’s
arrival, including new chain and new
steering head bearings. No WOF and it’s
unregistered. Will sell at $4,000 ono. To
inspect in Well ington please email Alan
alan.opin@clear.net.nz or call his mobile
0273345423                                                (1)

track day
words/photos: Andy Price

I took my 1200 GS to a track day at
Hampton Downs in February. Boy,
talk about a lot of fun and I did okay,
even in the medium/fast group. There
was only one other Boxer there, an
old R80 ex police bike. The rider was
having a laugh on that too!
I can really recommend this sort of
event, even if you don’t have a “race”
bike.
So, all you GS guys, pop on a road
tyre and have a go!

Touratech head protector and foot peg/brake pedal have a few scars from a good day out!
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area representatives
NORTHLAND
Iain (Mac) MacLean
027 237 8197
northland@bmwor.org.nz

AUCKLAND
Bruce Crowther
09 268 1321
027 499 2034
auckland@bmwor.org.nz

Registered at NZ Post Wellington as a magazine

WAIKATO
Mike Amphlett
07 849 2186
027 223 6649
waikato@bmwor.org.nz

BAY OF PLENTY
Peter Lyner
07 548 0506
bayofplenty@bmwor.org.nz

Co Rep - Kevan O’Brien
07 312 5722

TARANAKI
Colin Lister
06 756 8416
taranaki@bmwor.org.nz

RANGITIKEI
Robin Wood
06 355 0911
rangitikei@bmwor.org.nz

EAST COAST
Coordinator: John Wuts
06 844 4751
eastcoast@bmwor.org.nz

Ride Master: Dan Young
06 857 7058
diss1@vodafone.net.nz

WELLINGTON
Dave Oldershaw
04 477 6773
wellington@bmwor.org.nz

NELSON
Graham Rogers
03 528 8182
nelson@bmwor.org.nz

MARLBOROUGH
Ross Williams
03 578 6136
0274 369 486
marlborough@bmwor.org.nz

CANTERBURY
Warren Taylor & Alexis (Lex) Bone
03 313 0929
Warren 027 434 5122
Lex 027 256 0677
canterbury@bmwor.org.nz

OTAGO & SOUTHLAND
Barry Richardson
03 448 8681
otagosouthland@bmwor.org.nz
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